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My LORD, 


T was a weighty , and ſavoury Speech , which 
a Pious Pen once ſaved from your Lordſhip's ,,. ,-.. 
lips, viz. that You accounted the Prayers of Gods _1mt1u's 
Miniſteys and People , the beſt Walls about your Epiſt. to 
Houſe. Hethatſo accounts, doubtleſs underſtands, 5s *+- 
that Prayer engageth Providence, 1ſa. 45. 11. and *"* 
Providence fo engaged , is the ſureſt Munition , 
Jeb 1. 10. 
| Many great men encloſe their dwellings with an high 
| Wall, butthe foundation ( as the Wiſeſt of men ob- 
ſerves) is laid in their own conceits , Prov. 18.11. 
Yea, inſin, andcrying ſintoo , Had. 2. 12. Offucly 
Walls we may fay , as the Oracleto Phocas, ean up - 
ſois ta teich? eos ouranou , endon to kakon. If the 
Building emulate the Skies, yet ſin being inthe bor- 
tom , all will totter. 

'Tisa fond vanity , to think of enſuring a deſtiny 
that can control the Stars, and endure the aſſaults of 
Fortune , (as they loye to ſpeak) whilſt Proyidence is 
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not engaged forthem , no.not ſomuch asby a bare 
acknowledgement. 

My Lord , Jt s not the vaſt bulk ofa Eſtate, nor 
the beſt humane ſecurity in the World , but the vigi- 
lant care of Ifivine Providetice , that guatds both it , 
and it's Owners fromthe Krske of raine. *..Tis the fear 
of God within us , and the Providence of God round 
about us , which make the firmand ſolid baſis of all [ 
ſan&ified and durable proſperity. It is beyond all de- 
bate , that there isa Providence of God alwayes en- 
folding thoſe in everlaſting arms , that bear his Image. 
The Imprefsofthat Image upon you, and the Em- 
braces of thoſe Arms about you , will adyance you 
higher , and ſecure you better , thgn your Noble Birth 
or Eſtate could ever do. 

My Lerd, Providence hath molded you, # meliori 
i!to, made you both the Offspring and Head of an 
Illuſtrious Family , planted you in a rich and pleaſant 
Soy], cauſed many Noble Branches to ſpring from 
you, drawn yourlife even unto old age , through the 
_ and honours of this world. And now that 
you have tried all thoſe things that make the faireſt pre- 
renſions to happineſs ; what have you found in all 
theſe painted beauties, and falſe glozing excellencies 
which haye ſucceſſively courted you * Which of them 
all can you pronounce ſelf-deſirable ? Whichcan you 
call objeftnm par amori? What is it to have the fleſh 
indulged , ſenſe gratified , fancy tickled ? What haye 
you found in meats anddrinks, in ftatcly Houſes and 
pleaſant Gardens ; in Gold and Silyer , in Honour and 
Applauſe to match the Appetite of your Nobler Soul ? 
Surely ( My Lord) to turn from them all with a ge- 
nerous diſdain, as one that knows where to find bet- 
ter entertainment ; is much more Noble than wholly 
ro immerſe, and loſe our Spirits in thoſe ſenſual truiti- Þ 
ons, as many do, alas, too many in our dayes ! 

Wearcfallen into the dregs of time , Senſuality runs 
every where into Atheiſm. Providentia peperit d:vi- 
tias ſed filia devoravit matrem, The largeſles of Pro- 


vidence haye ſo blinded , and perfe@tly ſtupified the 
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minds »f ſome , that they neither own a Providence , 
nora God , who do ſarkopoiein ton anthropon olon kat 
zen pſychen ten tou fomatos hedonais kataſubotein, 
as Plutarch both wittily and judiciouſly reply'd upon 
Colotes the Epicurean. 

But bleſſed be God, there is a ſincere part , beth 
of the Nobles and Commons of England , which this 
Gangrene hath not yet touched, and I hope , neyer 
ſhall. 

My Lord, It is both your Honour and Intereſt , tg 
be olos tou kreittoxos, the erire and devoted fer. 
vant of Providence. It was oncethe wiſh of a good 
man , optarem id me ee Deo, girod eft mihi manus 
mea, This is the moſt Noble and Divine lite that can 
be, tolive and act in this world upon Eternal deſigns, 
To look up on cur ſelves and what we have, as things 
devoted ty God; not to be content that Providence 
ſhould ſerve it ſelf of us, (for fo is doth even of 
thoſe things which underſtand nothing ot it ) but to 
ſtudy wherein we may ſerve Providence, and be in- 
ſtrumental in its hand for the good of many ; this is te 
be truly Honourable ; quo mags quis Deo vivit . en 
evad#t nobilior , clarior, divimor, 

How much God hath honoured you in this re. 
ſpe& , the World will underſtand better , when 
your Lordſhip ſhall be gathered to your Fathers , 
and ſleep in the duſt, bo he that praiſeth , can-- 
not be ſuſpeted of flattery; nor he that is praiſee, 
be —_ with vain glory : But the approbation 
of God, is infinitely better than the moſt glorious 
Name among men, before, or after death. 

And as it is moſt honovrable to ſerve , fo vou 
will find it moſt comfortable to obſerve the wayes 
of God in his Providence. To compoſe our fclves 
tothink of the Condut? of Providence through all ite 
Stages of live we have hitherto paſſed. To note the 
reſults of its profound Wiſdom , the EfteCts of its ten- 
der Care, the diſtinguiſhing fruits of its ſpecia! Bouncy: 
To mark kow Providences have gone along ftep by 
ſtcp with the Promiſes, and both with 11+ , 1: they 
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have now brought us near to our Everlaſting Reſt , 
Oh how deleQtable! how tranſporting are ſuch Medi- 
tations as thele ! ; 

My Lord, It isthe deſign of this Manual, to aſſert the 
Being and Efficacy of Providence againſt the Atheiſm 
of thetimes, and to diſplay the Wiſdom and care of 
the Providence of God in all the Concerns of that peo- 
ple who are really his. 'Tis probable, if your Lordſhip 
will _ to ſuch a vulgar compoſure, Crreher may 
occurr of a grateful reliſh to your pious mind. I con- 
fels, Itis notaccommodated , either in exa&neſs of 
method , or elegancy of ſtyle , to gratifie the curious ; 
not yet is it deſtitute of what may pleaſe and profit the 
truly gracious. 

Should I here recite the pleaſures and advantages re- 
ſalting from an humble and heedful eying of the me- 
thods of Providence, it would lgok more like a Book in 
anEpiſtle, thanan Epiſtle ina Book. One taſte of 
ſpiritual ſenſe will ſatisfie you better , than all the ac- - 
curate deſcriptions and high Encomiums that the moſt 
eJcgant Pen can beſtow upon it. 

My Lord, It is not that eminent ſtation that ſome 
perſons retain (in civil refpe&s) above the vulgar, that 
will enable them to penetrate the Myſteries , and reliſh 
the ſweetneſs of Providence better than others; ( tor 
doubtleſs many that live immediately upon Providence 
for daily bread , do thereby gain a nearer acquaintance 
with it, than thoſe, whoſe outward enjoyments flow to 
them in a more plentiful and ſtated courſe ) but thoſe 
that excel in grace and experience, thoſe that walk and 
converſe with God in all his diſpenſations towards 
them ; theſe are the perſons who are mo# fully and im- 
mediately capable of theſe high pleaſures of the Chriſti- 
anlite. Thedaily flow and increaſe whereof in your 


I ordſhips Noble Perſon and Family, is the hearty 
dcelire of 


Fxom m : "ar 
<cady wid Yokr Loydſbi ps moſt humble ſervant , 
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Reader ,? 
T HERE ave two wayes whereby the bleſſed 


God condeſcends to manifeſt himſelf to men , 
His Word, and his Works. Of the written 
Word we muſt ſay, No words like theſe were ever writ- 
zen ('nce the beginning of Time , which can ( as one 
ſpeaks ) take life and root inthe Soul, yea , doth it as 
really as the ſeed doth in the ground : andere fitted to be 
engraffed and naturalized there, ſo as no codlition in 
nature can be more real than this, James 1. 21, Thss 
#5 the moſt tranſcendent and glorious medium of mani- 
feſtation ; God hath magnified his word above all his 
name, Pſel. 138. 2 
However , the manifeſtations of God by his Works ; 
mhether of Creation or Pro\ dence have their value , 
and glory : but the prime glory and exceilency of his 
Provicential works conſiſts in this, that they are the 
very fulfillings and real accompliſhments of his written 
word, Fyawiſe and heeaful attendance hereunto , we 
might learn that excellent avs , which « (net unfuly ) 
called by ſome Scientia architetonica , an Art to clear 
the Myſteriozs occurrences of Providence , by reducing 
them to the written wor, «a6 there todge them 45 
| Effects 
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EffeAts in theiv proper Cauſes. And doubtleſs , this is "I 


one of the rareſt eſſayes men could purſue againſt A- 
theiſm , to ſhew , not only how Providences concurr in 
a moſt obvious tendency to confirm this great Concliiſton, 
Thy Word is Truth ; but how it ſometimes extorts alſo 
the confeſſion of a God , and the truth of his Word, 
from thoſe very tongues which have boldly denyed it. 
Aichyles the Perſian relating their diſcomfiture by the 
Grecian Army , makes this notable obſervation , 
,» When the Grecian Forces hotly purſued 15 , ( ſaith he) 
»» and we muſt needs venture over the great Water Stry- 
»» mon. thenfrozen ; but beginning to thaw ; when 
,»» 4 hundred to one we hadall dyed for it , with mine 
», eyes I then ſaw many of thofe Gallants whom I had 
»» heard before ſo boldly maintain, there was vo God, 
»» every one upon their knees, with eyes and hands 
.» liftedup, begging hard for heip and mercy , and en- 
,» treating that the Ice might hold till they. got over. 
Many thouſand ſeals hath Providence ford the very 
Enemies of God to ſet to his Truths ; which greatly teuds 
20 our confirmation therein ; but eſpecially , to ſee how 
the Word and Providences of Cod do enlighten each 
othey ; and how the Scriptures contain all the: Events, 
both great and ſmall, which are diſpoſed by Prov dence 
in their ſeaſons : And how not only the Promiſes of the 
Word , are in the general faithfully fulfi.led to the 
Church in all hey Exigences and Diſtreſſes ; but in parti- 
cular to every member of it ; they being ail fur- 
niſhed by Providence with multitudes of Fx perienc- 
es to this uſe and end. O how uſefi! are ſuch 0b- 
fervations ! 

And as the profit and uſe , ſo the delight and þlerſure 
reſulting from the obſervations of Providence, is ex- 
ceeding great. 1t will {oubtleſs be a par! of our entertatue 
ment in Heaven,” to view with tranſpo/!ting diiight , 
how the deſrons and methods were laid to byii:g us the 
ther : and what will be a part ef our bleſſedne(s in 
Heaven , may well be allowed i» have « prime ingre- 
dr1ency into our Heaven upon Earth: Tofearch for b'ea- 
ſure «&morg the due Obſervations of Provideace , 1s 20 
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| arch for water inthe Ocean: for Providence doth not 
' only, ultimately deſign to bring you t0 Heaven , 
but (4s intermediate thereumo) to bring (by this 
means) much of Heaven into your ſouls in the way 
thither, 

How great a pleaſure is it to diſcern how the moſt 
wiſe God is providentidlly ſteering all to the Port of his 
own Praiſe , and his peoples Happineſs, whilſt the 
whole world is buſuly employed in managing the Sails , 
and tugging at the Oars , with a quite oppoſite deſign 
and purpoſe? To ſee how they promote his deſign wy 
oppoling :t , andfulhl his 1471 by reſiſting it , enlarge 
his Church by ſcattering it , and make their reſt to come 
the more ſweet to theiy ſouls, by makeing their condi- 
zion ſo reſile(s in the world. Thig1s as bo to obſerve 
in general : Fut to record and note its particular deſigns 
«pon our ſelves, with what profound wiſdom , infinite 
tenderneſs, andinceſſant vigilancy it hath managed all 
that concerns us from firſt to of » Is raviſhing and trans 

ortmy. 

Pe 0 what an Hiſtory might we compile of our own Expe- 

riences , whilſt with a melting heart we trace the foot- 
ſteps of Providence all along the way it hath led us 
fo this day, and ſet our Remarques upon its more 
| eminent performances for us , in the ſeveral Stages of 
| our Life! 

' Hereit prevented, and there it delivered : Here it 
dire&ted , and there it correfted. In. this it grieved , 
| and in that it relieved. Here was the Poiſon, and 
* therethe Antidote. This Providence raiſed a diſmal 

Clord, and that diſpelled it again. This ſtraitned , 
ard that enlarged. Here a want , ard there a ſupply. 
This Relation withered , and that ſpringing up in its 

yoom. Words cannot expreſs the high delights and gra- 
tifications , a gracious heart may find in ſuch empioy- 
ment as this. 

O what a world of rarities are to bc found in Pro- 
wvidence! the blind heedleſs world makes nothing of 
them : they caunot find one {weet bit , where a gracious 
foul would make a rich feaſt. Plurarch relates very 
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exaftly , how Timoleon was IA delivered 
from the conſpiracy of two Murderers , by their meeting 
in the very mck of time a certain perſon , who to revenge 
the death of his Father , killed one of them , juſt as they 
were ready to give Timoleon the fatal blow , though 
he knew nothing of the buſmeſs, and ſo Timoleon eſcaped 
the danger. And what did this wonderful work of Pro- 
widence think you , yield the Relator ? Why , though he 
were one of the moſt learned and ingenious among the 
Heathen Sages ; yet all he made ofit , was only this, 
The Spectators (faith he ) wondered greatly at the 
Artifice and contrivance which Fortune uſes. This is 
all he could ſee init. Had a ſpiritual and wiſe Chriſtian 
had the diſſefting and Anatomizing of ſuch a work of 
Providence, what glory would it have yielded to God ! 
What comfort and encouragement 10 the Soul ! The Bee 
makes a ſweeter meal upon one ſingle flower , than the 
Ox doth upon the whole Meadow , where thouſands of 
them grow. 

O Reader, if thy heart be ſpiritual and well (lockt with 
experience , if thou haſt recorded the wayes of Providence 
towards thee, and wilt but allow thy ſelf time to reflett 
#pon them ; what a life of pleaſure maiſt thou live ! What 
an Heaven upon Earth doth this way lead thee into! 1 
will not here tell thee , what I have met in this path , leſt 
it ſbould ſeem to ſavony of too much Vanity ; non eſt re- 
ligio ubi omnia patent. There are ſome delights and 
enjoyments in the Chriſtian life , which are and muſt be 
encloſed, But Try it thy ſelf, Taſte and See, and thou 
wilt need no other inducement ; thine own Experience 
will be the moſt powerſul Oratory to perſwade thee tothe 
ſtudy and ſearch of Providence. 

Hiſtories are uſually read with delight: when once the 
fancy is catcht , a man knows not how to diſengage him- 
ſelf from it. I am greatly miſtaken , if the Hiſtory of 
our own lives , if t were well drawn up , and diſtinttly 
peruſed ,' would not be the pleaſanteſt Hiſtory that ever 
weread in onr lives, 

The enſuing Treatiſe is an Eſſay to that purpoſe, in 
which thou wilt find ſome remarques ſet upon __ 

ence, 
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dence,in its paſſage through the ſeveral Stages of our life, 
But Reader , thou only art able to compile the Hiſtory of 
Providence for thy ſelf, becauſe the memorials that 
ſurniſh it , are only in thine own hands. Howevey, here 
thou maiſt find a pattern, and general Rules to dire thee 
in that great and difficult work , whichis the very end , 
and deſrgn of this Manual. 

1 have not had much regard to the dreſs, and ornament 
in which this Diſcourſe is to go abroad , for I am debtoy 
both to the ffrong and weak , the wiſe and fooliſh : and 
in all my obſervation I have not found, that ever God 
hath made much uſe of laboured periods, Rhetorical 
flowers, and Elegancies to improve the power of Religion 
in the world, Yee, Thave obſerved , how Providence 
hath ſometimes rebuked good men , when up0n other Sub- 
jefts they have too much affefted thoſe pedantick faoleries 
in withdrawing from them its uſual aids, and expoſing 
them to ſhame ; and much more may it do ſo , when it 
ſelf is the Subjett. 

Reader , if thy ſtomach be nice and ſqueaſie , aud 
nothing will reliſh with thee, but what is _ and 
elegant , theye are ſtore of ſuch compoſnres in the world, 
upon which thou maiſt even ao thy curious fancy * 
wean time there will be found ſome that will bleſs God 
for what thou deſpiſeſi, and make many a ſweat meal 
upon what thou loatheſt. 

I will add no more , but my hearty prayers that Pro- 
wvidence will dirett this Treatiſe to ſuch hands, in ſuch 
ſeaſons , and ſo bleſs and proſper its deſign , that God 
may have glory , thou ragiſt have benefit , and my ſelf 
comfort in the ſucce(s thereof , whoam 


Thine and the Churches ſervant in 
the hand of Proyidence , 


Tohn Flayell. 
D I- 
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Openedin a TREATISE upon 
| Pfal. 57. 2. 


[will cry unto God moſt high , unto God 
that performeth all things for me. 


-—o_ 


He greatneſs of God is a glorious, and un- 
ſearchable Myſterie. The Lord moſt high is ter- 


rible ; he is a great King over all the Earth, 
| Pfal. 47 2. The condeſcenſion of the moſt high God 
; to men is alſo a profound Myſterie. Though the Lord 
be high, yet hath he reſpelt unto the lowly , Plal. 138, 6. 
| But when both theſe meet together, (as they doin this 
{ Scripture) they make up a matchleſs Myſterie. Here 
; wefind the moſt High Gods performing all things for 
| a poordiſtrefled creature. 
| It is the great ſupport and ſolace of the Saints in all 
| thediſtreſſesthat befall them here , that Gere is a Wiſe 
| Spiritſitting in all the wheeisof motion, and govern- 
|; ing the moſt excentrical Creaturesand their moſt per- 
nicious deſigns to bleſſed and happy ifſues. And indeed 
it were not worth whiletolive in a world « keno ;heon 
kai pronoias deyoid of God and Proyidence, 


How 


L Divine Condutt, or , 


How deeply weare concerned in this matter , will! 
appear by that great Inſtance , which this Pſalm pre. 
ſents us with: 

It was compoſed ( as the Title notes) by David! 
prayer-wiſe, when he hid himſelf from Saul in the! 
Cave: And is inſcribed witha double Title , Altaſ-! 
thith Michtam of David. Altaſchith retersto the ſcope, 
and Michtam to the dignity of the ſubje& matter. 

Altzchith The former ſignifies deſtroy not , or let there be no 
ne perdas, laughter, and may either refer to Saul, concerning 
ſeil. vel whom he gaye charge to his ſcryants not to deſtroy 
—_ him ; or rather, it hath reference to God, to whom in 
__ So this great &xigence he poured ont his ſoul in this pathe- 
David qu; tical ejaculation, Altaſchih deſtroy nor. 
zncitabant The later Title Michtam ſignifies a golden orna-. 
— »* ment, and ſois ſuited to the choice and excellent mat- 
verderer, *er Of the Pſalm, which much more deſeryesſuch a, 
»el 2. me 6 Title, than Pythagoras his golden Verſes did. 
Dens,Gei- "Three things are-remarkable in the former part of 
rus in 10c. the Pſalm. Viz. (1) His extream danger. (2) His 
Michtam earneſt addreſs to God in that extremity. (3) The 
2r1amen- Arguments he pleads with God in that addreſs. | 
pum 4: (1. ) His extream danger, expreſſed both in the 
unreolum | Titles and body of the Pſalm. The Title tells us, this 
carmen & Pſalm was compoſed by him when he hid himſelf from 
Kethem. . Saul in the Cave. This Cave was in the Wilderneſs of 
(i.e. ) 4% Engedi among the broken Rocks where the wild 
tary nt, Goats inhabited , an obſcure and deſolate hole ; yet! - 
Pſalms; * Eventhither the Envy of Saul perfued him , 1 Sam. 24, . 
bic precio- 1, 2. And now he that had been ſo long hunted asa 
ſus eft in- Partridge upon the Mountains , ſeems to be encloſed - 
bo inthe net; for the place was begirt with his Enemies 
Se'®* and having in this place no out let another way , and 
Fo £. Saul himſelf entring into the mouth of this Cave , in|. 
in quo {a the ſides and crecks whereof he and his men lay hic 
zebat cim- and ſaw him ; judge to how great an extremity ,. and 


w_ e/* to what a deſperate ſtate things were now brought 
ab exer- 

cits Saulis videret , | nec jam ullam effugium pateret , quod. ante 
{empcr un ſirailibus perisults feceras ; nunc quaque ad Dewm conſugit, Mol 
erus in loc, ENYs © 


| Uſa. 26. 3. Thou wilt keep him in or peace, whoſe 
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Well might heſay, as it is ver. 4. My ſoul is among 
Lyons , and I lye even among them that are ſet on fre. 
W hat hope vow remained ? What but immediate de- 
ſtruftion could be expetted ? 

(11. ) Yet this frights him not out of his faith and 
duty , but betwixt the Jaws of death he prays, and 
earneſtly addreſſes himſcltro God for mercy, v. 1. Be 
merciful to me, O God, be merciful unto me. This ex= 
cellent Pſalm was compoſed by him , when there was 
enough to diſcompoſe the beſt man in the world. The 
repetition notes both the extremity of the danger, and 


' theardency of the Supplicant. Mercy, Mercy ! nothing 


bnt Mercy, and that exerting it ſelf in an extraordinary 
way, can now ſayc him from ruine, 

I11.) The Arguments he pleads for obtaining 
mercy inthis diſtreſs , are very conſiderable. 

(1.) Hepleads his reliance upon God , asan Argu- 
ment to moye mercy. Bemercaful tome, OGod, be 
merciful unto me, for my ſoul truſteth in thee ; yea in the 
Shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until theſe 
calamities be overpaſt, v. 1. This his truſt and depen. 
dance on God , though it be not Argumentative in re- 
ſpc& of the dignity of the 4#; yet itisſo inreſpeR, 
both of the nature ofthe Obje#, a compaſſionate God, 
who will not expoſe any that rake ſhelter under his 
wings; andinreſpe& of the Promiſe , whereby pro- 
eeftion is aſſured to them that fly to him for hr Long 


mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee. Thus 


| heencourages himſelf from the. conſideration of that 
| God, to whom he betakes himſelf. 


( 2.) He pleads former experiences of his help iz 
paſt diſtreſles, as an Argument encouraging hope 


under the preſent trait, yer. 2. I will cry unts 


God moſt high , unto God that performeth all things 


for me. 


In which words [ ſhall conſider two things, 


1. The Daty refolved upon ; 
2, "The Encouragement to that reſolution. 
A 2 The 
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{1.) The duty reſolved upon; I will cry unto God. 
Crying unto God , is an expreſſien that doth not only 
denote Prayer , but intenſe and fervent prayer. To | 
ery, istopray inan holy paſhon ; and ſuch are uſual- 
ly ſpeeding prayers, Pſel. 18. 6. and Heb, 5.7. 

(2.) The Encouragements to this Reſolution , and 
theſe are twofold. 


1, Objcftive, The Soveraignty of 
God. p 

and taken from The Experience he 
had of his Provi- © 
2. Subjective, dence, f 


(7.) The Soveraignty of God, Iwillcyy unts God moſt 
High. Upon this he aQts his faith in Extremity of dan- 
ger. Saul1shigh, but God the moſt high ; and with- 
out his permiſſion , he is aſſured "= Bae touch | 
him. He hadnoneto help ; and if he had , he knew 
God muſt firſt help the helpers, or they cannot help * 
him. He had no means of defence or eſcape befare 
him, but the Moſt High is not limited by means. This 
isa ſingular prop to faith , P/al. 59. 9. 2615s 

(.2.) The Experience of his Providence hitherto : unto | 
Gad that performeth all things for me. 


a o 
- = _—_— a. ih. cat " % 


Gamad The word which we tranſlate (performeth) comes , 
pc (4 ow. from a root , that ſignifies both to perfef, and to deſsſt | 


ir or ceaſe. For when a buſineſs js performed and ons 
Fagnin, Red, the Agent then ceaſes and deſifts from working : 
Buxcorf, he puts to the laſt hand , when he finiſhes the work. 
To ſuch an happy iſſue the Lord hath brought all his 
doubtful and Fcule matters before ; and this gives. 
him incouragement, that he will ſtill be gracious, and 
perfe& that which concerneth him now. , as he ſpeaks, 
Pfal. 138. 8. The Lord will perfett that which concern-yg 
eth me. 
The Septuagint renders it by t3n evergaſonta me 
who hy 0 , or benefiteth me. And it is a certain 
Truth , that all the reſults and iſſues of Providence are 
profitable and beneficial to the Saints, But the Sup- 
plement 
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plement in our Tranſlation well receiyesthe impor- 


tance of the place , Who performeth all things. And it 
involyes the moſt ſtrift and proper notion of Provi- 
dence, which is nothing elſe but the performance of 
God's gracious purpoſes, and promiſes to his people, 
And therefore Vatablus and Muis ſupply and fill up the 
room which the conciſencſs of the Original leaves, 
with que promiſt, 1 will cry unto God mott high, unto 
God that performeth the things which he hath promiſed. 
Payment is the performance of promiſes. Grace makes 
the promiſe, and Providence the payment. 

- Piſcator fills it with benignitatem & miſericordiam 
ſuam , unto God that pertormeth his kindneſs and 
mercy. But till it ſuppoſes the mercy performed , to 
be contained inthe promiſe. Mercy is{weet in the pro- 
miſe , 'and much more fo in the providential perfor- 
mance of it to ns, Be 

Caſtalio's Supplement comes nearer to ours , rerum 
medrum Tranſattorem , 1 will cry unto God molt high, 
unto God the Tranſattoy of my affairs. 

But our Engliſh, making our the ſenſe by an univer- 
fal particle , is moſt fully agreeable to the ſcope of the 
Text. For it cannot but be a great encouragement to 
his faith , that God had tranſacted all things, or per- 
formed all things for him ; this Providence that never 
failed him in any of the ſtraits that ever he met with 
(and his life was a life of many ſtraits) he might well 
hope it wculd not now fail 6im , though this were an 
extraordinary and matcileſs one. 

Bring we then our thoughts a little cloſer to this 
Scripture; and it will give usa fair and loyely proſpett 
of Providence. 


1. Univerſal Influence upon the Af- 
+. 2. EfteQtual Ki a” 
in its : fairs and Concerns © 
3. Beneficial ; 
: the Saints, 
4. Encouraging 


The expreſſion imports the Univerſal Intereſt and 
Influence of Providence in and upon all the Concerns 
A 3 and 


(1.) 
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and Intereſts of the Saints. It hath not only its hand in 
this or'that; but in all that concerns them. It hath its 


' eye upon every thing that relates to them throughout 


their lives, from firſt to laſt. Not only great , and 
more important , but the moft minute and ordinary 
affairs of our lives are tranſaed and managed by it. 
It touches all things that touch us, whether more near- 
ly or remotely, 

It diſplaies the Efficacy of Providential Influences. 
Providence doth not only undertake, but (performeth) 
and perteAts what concerns us. It goes through with 
its deſigns, and accompliſheth what it begins. No dif- 
ficulty ſo clogs it , no croſs accident falls in its way, 
but it carriesits deſign through it. Its motions arc irre- 
{iſtible and uncontrollable, he performs it for us. 

And (which is ſweet to conſider) all its produts 
and iſſucs are exceeding beneficial ro the Saints. lt per- 
forms-all things (tor them). *Tistrue , we often pre- 
judge its works , and unjuſtly cenſure its deſigns, and 
under many of our ſtraits and troubles we ſay , all 
theſe things are againſt us : but indeed Providence nei- 
ther doth , nor can do any thing that is really againſt 
the true Intereſt and good of the Saints, For what are 
the works of Providence , butthe execution of God's 
Decree, and the fulfilling of his Word ? and there can 
be no more in Providence, than is in them. Now 
there is nothing but good to the Satnts in God's purpoſes 


and promiſes; and therefore , whatever Providence” 


doth in their Concernmenis , it muſt be (as the Text 
ſpeaks) the performance of all things for them. 

And itſo, how chearing , ſupporting , and encou- 
raging muſt the conſideration of theſe things be in a 
day of diſtreſs and trouble > What life and hope will 
it inſpire our Hearts and Prayers withal , when great 
preſſures lic upon us ? It had ſucha chearing influence 
upon the Pſalmiſt at this time , when the ſtate of his 
affairs was to the eye of ſenſe and reaſon forlorn, and 
deſperate : there was now but an hairs breadth (as we 
ſay) betwixt him and ruine. 

A potent, enraged , and implacable Enemy had 

| driyen 


_ PA oi 
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driven him into the hole of a rock, and was come aſter 


| himinto that hole, yet now whilſt his ſoul is among 


Lyons , whileſt he lies ina cranny of the Rock , ex- 
pecting every moment to be drawn out to death , the 
refletions he had upon the gracious performances of 
the Moſt High for him, from the beginning to that 
moment , ſupport his ſoul , and inſpire hope and life 
into his prayers, IT will cry unto God moſt high, ant9 
God that per formeth all things for me. 

The amount of all you haye in this Dodtrinal 
Concluſion. 


DOCT, 


That it is the duty of the Saints , eſpecially in times of 
ſtraits , to reflett upon the performances of Providence 
for themin all the ſtates , and through all the ſtages »f 
of their lives. 


The Church in all the works of mercy , owns the 
hand of God , 1f. 26. 12- Lord , thou haſt wrought all 
our works in (or for) #5, And (till it hath been the 
picus, and conſtant praftice of the Saints in all gene- 
rations, to preſerve the memory of the more famous, 
and remarkable providences that have befallen them in 
theirtimes, asa precious treaſure, If thou be a Chri- 
[tran indeed , 1 know thou haſt, if not in thy book, yet 
certainly in thy heart a great many precious favours' 
rponrecord; the very remembrance and rehearſal »f 
them is ſweet : how much more ſweet was the attual en= 
joyment ? Baxter's Saints Reſt, p. 768. Thus Moſes 
by divine direQtion wrote a memorial of that vi&tory 
obtained oyer Amalek as the fruit and return of prayer, 
and built there an Altar with this Inſcription Jebovah 
Niſſs, The Lord my Banner , Exod. 17.14, 15. Thus 
Mordecai and Heſter took all care to perpetuate the 
memory of that ſignal dcliverance from the plot of 
Haman , by ordaining the feaſt of Purim , asan Anni- 
verſary throughout every generation , every family , 
every Province , and every City , that thoſe days of 
Purim ſhould u0t fail from among the Jews , ner the me- 

A 4 morial 
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morial of them periſh from their ſeed, Eſth.g. 28.For this | 


end you find Pſalms indited , to _ remembrance , : 


Pſal. 70. the Title. Parents ging uitable names to 


their Children,that every time they 


1 Sam. 1.20, Thevery places where eminent Provi- 
dences have appeared , new named , upon no other 
deſign , butto perpetuate the memorial ofthoſe ſweet 
Providences which ſo refreſhed them there : Thence 
Bethel teak its name , Gen. 28. 19. And that well of 
water where Hagar was ſeaſonably refreſhed by the 
Angel in herdiftreſs, Beer-la-hai-roi , the well of him 
that liveth and looketh on me, Gen. 16. 14. Yea,the 
Saints have given , and God hath aſſumed to himſelf 
new Titles upon this very ſcore and account 5; Abra- 
ham's Jehoveh jireh, and Gideon's Jebovah ſhallum 
were aſcribed to him uponthis reaſon, And ſometimes 
you find the Lord tiles himſelf; The God that brought 
Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees : then the 
Lord that brought them out of Egypt : then the 
Lord that gathered them out of the North Coun. 
trey : ſtill minding them cf the gracious providen- 
ces which inall thoſe places he had wrought for them. 

Now there is a tuotold reflection upon the provi- 
dential works of God. 

One entire and full, in the whole Complex and 
perfe&t frame thereof. This bleſſed ſight is reſerved 
for the perfeft ſtate. It is in that Mount of God, where 
we ſhall ſee both the Wilderneſs and Canaan: the glo- 
rious Kingdom into which we are come , and the way 
through which we were led itito it. There the Saints 
ſhall have a raviſhing view of that beautiful frame , and 
every part ſhall be diſtinly diſcerned , as it had its 
particular uſe, and as it was connected with the other 
parts, and how effeQtually and orderly they all 


When the wrought to bring about that bleſſed deſign of their ſal. 
ration, according tothe promiſe , Rom, 8. 28. And 
1 we know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, &c. For itis certain , no Ship at Sea 
keeps more exaQtly by the Compaſs which directs _ 

courſe 


Records 
of Eter- 
nity -ſhal 
be expo- 
ſed to 


view , all 


ooked _ _ | 
they might refreſh the my of Gods mercies. * 


— 
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' courſe, than Providence doth by that Promiſe , which the conn- 


ſels and 


is its Cynoſura and Pole-ſtar, reſults of 


The othet partial and imperfe& in the way to glory. 
where we only view it in its ſingle atts, or at qv 6 
moſt : inſome branches and more obſervable courſe found 
of ations. wiidom 

Betwixt theſe two is the ſame difference , as betwixt 1991:ed 


the ſight of the diſ-jointed wheels and ſcattered pins of will. oo 


a Watch, and the ſight of the whole united in one tranſport? 
frame , and working in one orderly motion : or , be- when ir 
twixt an ignorant SpeRators viewing ſome more ob- 57a be J 
ſeryable veſſel or joint ofa diſſefted body ; and the ac- je 
curate Anatomiſt's diſcerning the courſe of all the veins were the 
and arteries of the body , as he follows the ſeveral bran-. deſigns 
ches of them through the whole , and plainly ſes the 1216: _ 
proper places, figure, and uſe ofcach , withtheir mu- Sos 
tual reſpe& to one another, Sores and 

O how raviſhing and delefable a ſight is that ! to admirable 
behold at one view the whole deſign of Providence, depen- p 
and the proper place, and uſe of every ſingle aft, which CR s 
we could not underſtand in this world : for what Chriſt ,1,; 4, * 
ſaid to Peter, Joh. 13.7. is as applicable to ſome pro- when 
vidences in which we are now concerned, as it was to ated up- 
that particular ation ; What I do thou knoweſt not now, = | my 
but hereafter thou ſhalt know it. All the dark intricate ,;,>< :. 
puzling Providences at which we were ſometimes ſo ſeem'd 
{tumbled . and ſometimes amazed , which we could perplext 
neither reconcile with the promiſe,nor with each other; *% ew] 
nay , which we ſo unjuſtly cenſured and bitterly be- {7 . Wee 
wailed , asit they had fallen ovt quitecroſsto our bap- «+3, p. 76. 
pineſs: we ſhall then ſee to be unto us, asthe difficult 
paſſage through the Wilderneſs was unto Iſrael , the b 
right way to a City of habitation, Plalm 107. 7, 

And yet though our preſent views and refleftions 
upon Providence be fo ſhort and imperfe&t in compa- 
riſon of that in Heayen , yet ſuch as it is under al! its 
preſent difadyantages , it hath ſo much excellency and 
ſweetneſs in it , that I may call it a little Heaven , or 
as Jaceb called his Bethel; the Gate of Heaven. *'T is 
certainly an high-way of waiking with Ged in this 

5 V Orid,. 
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world, and as ſweet communion may a ſoul enjoy! 


with him in his Providences, as in any of his Ordznances, | 


4 
Luther How often have the hearts of its obſervers been melted F pe 


nay bold ;nto tears of joy , atthe beholding of its wiſe and unex.. | wh 
pre . ! : 
ſcribe to pefted produftions ! How often hath it convinced © + 
God, butthem , upona ſober recollefion of the events of their * 
-o - .. lives, thatif the Lord hadleft them to their own coun. | ©® 
rs As x ſels, they had as often beentheir own tormenters, if ſat 
banc [ap;. not executioners? Into what , and how many fatal | © 
entjamDo- miſchiefs had they precipitated themſelyes , if Provi= th 
___ & dence had been as ſhort ſighted as they ? They have gi- ” 
oa Nm, Yen their hearty thanks, for conſidering thzir Intereſs 
nm ſz. morcthan their Importunity,and not ſuffering them to th 
quay, periſh by their own deſires. Ic 
The benefits of adyerting the works of Providence, | * þ 
are manifold and unſpeakable ; as in its place we ſhall | © 
ſhew you. But not to entangle the thread of the dif h 
courſe, I ſhall caſt it into this method. 
CH 1 Firſt , I ſhall prove, that the Concernments of the d 
Saints in this world , are certainly condu&ted by the tl 
Wiſdom and care of ſpecial Providence. P 
(2.) _ Secondly, I will ſhew you, in what particular con- T 
cernments of theirs this proyidential care is evidently * 
diſcovered. , 
(3.) Thirdly, Thatit isthe duty of Saints to advert , and c 
heedfully obſerve theſe performances of Providence 
for them in all their Concernments. 
(4.) Fourthly,In what manner this duty isto be perform. | * 
ed by them. 
(s.) Fiftly, What ſingular benefits reſult to them from | 
ſuch obſervations. 
And then apply the whole in ſuch Uſes,as offer them- | | 
{clyes from the Point. [7 
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(1.) Firſt, 1ſhall undertake the proof and defenſe ofthis 
orcat truth , That the affairs of the Saints in this world 
are certainly conduted by the Wiſdom and care of ſpecial 
Providence. 


And 
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. AndhereinT addreſs my ſelf with cheerfulneſs, to 
4 perform (as 1am able) a ſeryice for that Providence , 
-. | which had oe 7 my life performed all things for 
4 | me, as the Text ſpeaks. | 
© Thereisatwofold conſideration of Providence ac. 
.. . cording to is twofold Obje& , and manner of diſpens 
£ ation; the one isgeneral, exerciſed about all creatur- 
1 - cs, rational and irrational , animate and inanimate; 
= - theother ſpecial and peculiar. Chriſt hath an univer- 
fal Empire overall things, Eph. 1. 22. thehead of the 
2 whole World, by way of dominion ; but anhead ta 
the Church, by way of «nion and ſpecial influence . 
Toh. 17, 2. the Saviour of all men, but eſpecially of them 
that believe, 1 Tim. 4.10. The Church is his ſpecial 
; careandcharge ; he rulesthe world for its good , asan 
\ * headconlultingthe welfare ofthe body. 
'  Heathens generally denied Providence, and no won- 
der, ince they denied a God : for the ſame Arguments 
that prove one, will prove the other. Ariſtotle the 
Prince of Heathen Philoſophers , could not by the ut- 
moſt ſearch of reaſon , find out the Worlds orginal , 
and therefore concludes, it was from Eternity. The 
Epicureans did in a ſort acknowledge a God , but yet 
denied a Providence , and wholly excluded him from 
any intereſt or concern in the affairs of the world , as 
being inconſiſtent with the felicity and tranquillity of 
the Divine Being to be diverted and cumbered with the 
care and labour of government. This atlertion is fo 
repugnant to reaſon, that it is a wonder themſelves 
bluſht not at its abſurdity ; but I gueſs at the deſign, 
and one of them ſpeaksit out in broad language. 1ta- 
Fw impoſuiſtis cervicious noſtris ſempiternum d ominum, 
quem dies & nottes timeremus. Quzrs enim non timeat 
omnia providentem, & cogitaniem, & animadver- 
| tzentem, © omnia ad ſe pertinere putantem , carioſum 
& plenum negotii Peum ? Tell. apud Cicer. de Naturd 
Deorum. They foreſaw , that the conceſiton of a Tro- 
vidence, would impoſe an eternal yoak upon their 
necks, by making them accountable for a!) they did te 
an higher Tribunal: and that they muſt neceſſarily pais 
A 6 tizy 
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the time of their ſojourning here in fear , whilft all * 
their thoughts , words and wayes were ſtriftly noted | 
and recorded,in order to an account by an All-(ceing & | 
righteous God : and therefore laboured to perſwade * 
themſelyes that was not , which they had no mind | 
ſhould be. But theſe Atheiſtical and fooliſh conceits * 


fall flat before the undeniable eyidence of this ſo great 
and clearatruth. Now, 


My buſineſshere , is not ſo much to deal with pro- | 
feſled Atheiſts, who deny the exiſtence of God ; and 
conſequently deride all eyidences brought from Scrip- 
ture,of the extraordinary eyents,that fall out in favour 
of that people that are called His: but rather to con- 


vince thoſe, that profeſſedly own all this; yet never 
orig taſted Religion by experience , ſuſpet at leaſt, 
that all 


theſe things which we call ſpecial providences to 
the Saints, are but natural events , or meer contingen- 
ces: and thus whilſt they profeſs to own a God , and 
a Providence , (which profeſſion is but the effeft of 
their education) they do in the mean time live like A- 
#heiſts ; and both think and a&, as if there were no 
{uch things : and really I doubt, this is the caſe 
of the far greateſt part of the men of this gene- 
ration, 

But if it were indeed ſo, that the affairs of the 
World in general, and more eſpecially thoſe: of the 
Saints, were not conducted by divine Providence , 
but (as they would perſwade us) by the ſteady courſe 
of natural cauſes : beſide which , ifat any time we ob- 
{erveany eventto fall out, it's meerly caſual and con- 
ringent , or that which proceeds from ſome hidden and 
ſecret cauſe in nature: Ifthis indeed were {o , let them 


that are tempted to belicye it, rationally fatishe the 
following demands, 


Firſt Demand. 


How comes it to paſs, that ſo many ſignal mercies 
a::4 6cliverances have befallen the people of God, 
abuyc the power , and againitthe courle of natural 

cau- 
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all * cauſes: to make way for which , there hath been a 
ed | ſenſible ſuſpenſion and ſtop put to the courſe. of natu- 
& © re? Itismoſtevident, that no natural effe&t can ex- 
de | ceed the power of its natural cauſe. Nothing can give 
1d © toanother, more than it hath in it ſelf: Andit is as 
its * clear, that whatſoeyer aQts naturally , a&ts neceſſarily: 
at Fire burns ad ultimum ſui poſſe to the uttermoſt of its 

power: Waters overflow , and drown all that they 


5. |} can. Lions and other rapacious and cruel Beaſts, 
d | eſpecially when hungry, tear and devour their prey : 
J- nd for Arbitrary and rational Agents , they alſo a& 
Ty Fzording to the principles and Laws of their natures. 
1- | Gicked mien when his heart is fully ſet in him , and 
r W/ his will Nands in a full bent of reſolution , will certainly 
by (if he have power in his hand, and opportunity to- 
O exccute his conceived miſchief) give it yent , and per- 
= petrate the wicked devices of his heart : for having 
. once conceived miſchiet , and travailing in pain with 
f it (according to the courſe of nature) he muſt bring it 


forth ; asit is Pſal. 7. 14. But if any of theſe inani- 
mate, brutal, or rational agents, when there is no 
natural obſtacle or remora , have their power ſuſpend. 
ed, and that when the efie& is near the birth , and the 
deſign at the very article of execution , ſo that though 
. they would , yet cannot hurt; to what think you is 
i thisto be aſſigned and referred ? Yet fo it hath often 
| been ſeen, where Gods intereſt hath been immediate-)' 
| ly concerned in the danger and evil of the event. The! 
Sea divided it felt in its own Channel, and made a ' 
wall of water, on each (ide, to give Gods diſtreſſed 
|. Tjrcelaſafepaſſage, and that not in a calm, but when 
thc Waves thereof roared ; *asitis Iſa. 51.15. The © * How 
fire when blown up to the moſt intenſe and wehement o_s: ul 
d , Porphyry 
flame , had no power to ſinge one hair of Gods faith- \ 0 
' ful Witneſſes , when at the ſame inſtant it had power when in- 
to deſtroy their intended Execationers at a greater di- ſtead of 


ſtance, Dan. 3. 22. Yea, we find it hath ſometime oo 
tence muſt ſerve the turn, That Moſes taking the advantage of a Ic 
water unknown to the Egyptians , patled over the people thereat : as 
Moſes aſtranger, were better acquainted there, than tize Egyp ian Native 


be 


| 14 Drvme Conantt, or, 


been ſufficient to conſume, but not to torment the ** ; 
body ; asinthat known inſtance of bleſſed Bayncham, * 


who told his Enemies, The flames were to him as a 


[ | bed of Roſes. Thc hungry Lions = off their natural | 


[| fierceneſs, and became gentle and harmleſs, when 
of Daniel was caſt among them for a prey. The like ac- 
| As and count the Church Story gives us of Polycarpe, and 
| Mon. Vo/. Dionyſi15 Areopagita,whona the fire would not touch, 
{| T- P:55* butſtood after themanner of a Ship-man's ſail filled 
'l with the wind about them. 
Are theſe things according to the courſe and Law of 
| Nature? To what ſecret natural cauſe, can they be 
l aſcribed ? Inlike manner;, we find the vileſt, and 
fierceſt of wicked men , haye been withheld by an in- 
viſible hand of reſtraint from injuring the Lords peo- 
| ple. By what ſecret cauſe in nature , was Jeroboam's 
| hand dried w and made inflexible at the ſame inſtant 
q it was ſtretchcd out againſt the Man of God ? 1 King. 
| 13.4. No wild Beaſts rend and deyour their prey 
q more greedily, than wicked men would deſtroy the 
| people of God that dwell among them, were it not for 
this providential reſtraint upon them. So the P ſalmiſ? 
expreſſes hiscaſe in the words following my Text , M 
ſoul is among Lyons , and I Lye among them that are ſz 
on fire. The Diſciples were ſent forth as Sheep into the 
midſt of Wolves, Met. 10. 16, It will not ayail in this 
caſe to obje&t , Thoſe miraculous events depend only 
upon Scripture teſtimony , which the 4theiſt is not 
concluded by : for beſide all that may be alledged for 
the Authority ofthat teſtimony (which is needleſs to 
produce to men that ownit) what isit leſs that every 
eye ſees, or may ſee at this day ? Do we not behold a 
weak defenceleſs handful ofmen , wonderfully , and 
(except this way ) unaccountably preſerved from ruine 
in the midſt of potent, enraged and truculent enemies, 
that fain would , but cannot deſtroy them ; when as 
yet , nonatural impediment can be aſſigned why they 
cannot ? 
And ifthis poſe us, what ſhall we ſay, when we ſce 
events produced in the world for the good F _ 
choſen, 


—— 


# choſen, by thoſe yery hands and means, which were 
” intentiona ly is 7 0 for their ruine ? Theſe things 
' are as much b 

* they are aboyetheir own expeQations ; yet ſuch things 
” are no rarities in the world. Was not the Envy of 
” Joſeph's brethren , the curſed Plot of Haman , the De- 
| cree procured by the envy of the Princes againſt 


hg * wo —,53 
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de the intentions of their enemics, as 


Daniel , with many more of rhe like nature , all 
turned by a ſecret and ſtrange hand of providence , to 
their greater advancement and benefit : their Ene- 
mics lifted them up to all that honour and preterment 
they bad. 


Second Demand, 


How is it (if the Saints Concerns are not ordered by 

a ſpecial divine Providence) that natural cauſes unite 
and aſſociate themſelves for their relief and benefit in ſo 
{range 4 manner as they are found to do? It is undenia- 
ly evident , that there are marvellous coincidencies of 
Providence , confederating and agreeing as it were, to 
meet and unite themſelves to bring about the good of 
Gods Choſen. There isa like face of things ſhewing 
it ſelt in divers places at that time , when any work for 
the good of the Church is come upon the ſtage of the 
world. As whenthe Meſ/:ah the capital mercy came 
to the Temple, then Simeon and .Anna were brought 
thither by Providence, as witneſſesto it. So in Re. 
formation work , when the Images were pulled down 
in Holland , one and the ſame ſpirit of zeal poſſeſſed 
them in eyery City and Town , that the work was done 
inanight. He that heedfully readsthe Hiſtory of Jo- 


; fſeph'sadyancement to be the Lord of Egypt , may 


number in that ſtory twelve remarkable afts or ſteps 
of Providence , by which he aſcended to that honour 
and authority : if but one of them had failed, in all 
like& lihood the Event had done fo too : bnt eyery one 
fellin its order , exaaly keeping its own time and 
place. Sointhe Churches deliverance from the plot 
of Haman , we find no leſs than ſeyen afts of ro__ 

ence 


16 Drvome ConduFt, or, 
dence concurring ſtrangely to produce it, as if they 
had all met by appointment and conſent , to break that 
fnare for them : one thing ſo aptly ſiting with , and 
making way for another , that eycry heedful obſerver 
muſt needs conclude , this cannot be the effe& of ca- 
ſualty , but wiſe counſel. Even asin viewing the ac- 
curate ſtrufture of the body of a man , the figure , po- # pox 
ſition, and mutual reſpes of the ſeveral members and 1 prc 
yeſlels hath convinced ſome, (and is ſufficient to con- © ine 
vince all) that it wasthe effett of divine Wiſdom and © ex 
power: inlike manner, it the admirable adaptation * th 
of the means and inſtruments employed for mercy to: as 
the people of God be heedtully conſidered, who can © or 
but confeſs , that asthere are tools of all ſorts and ſizes m 
in the ſhop of Providence; ſo there is a moſt skilful > 
hand that uſes them ; and that they could no more pro- | a: 
duce ſuch effe&ts of themſelves, than the Ax, Saw, | a 
or Chiſell can cut or carve a rude logg into a' |} F 
beautiful figure , without the hand of a skiltul Ar- , 

\ 

| 


tificer ? 

We find by manifold inſtances , that there certainly 
are ſtrong combinations , and prediſpoſitions of per- 
ſons and things, to bring about ſome iſflue and deſign 
for the benefit of the Church , which themſelves never 
thought of : they hold no intelligence , communi. | 
cate not their counſels to each other, yet meet 
together , and work together as if they Aid : which 
is, as if ten men ſhould all meet together at one 

lace, and in one hour, about one and the ſame 
Lafock , and that without any fore-appointment *' 
betwixt themſelves ; can any queſtion, but ſuch | 
a meeting of means and inſtruments is certainly , ' 


though ſecretly oyer-ruled by ſome Wiſe inyiſible 
Agent? 


_ 


Third Demand. 


©. 


Ifthe Concerns of Gods people be not governed 
by pecial Providence , Whence z5 i? , that the moſt apt 
aud powerful means imployed to cegiroy them are 723- 
dered 
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ered ineffeftual , and weak contempiible means im- 
loyed for their defence and comfort , crowned with 
weceſs ? This could neyerbe, if things were wholly 
ſwayed by the courſe of nature. If we judge by 
that rule, we muſt conclude , the more apt and 


*powerful the means are , the more ſucceſsful and 
proſperous they muſt needs be z and where they arc 
* inept, weak , and contemptible , nothing can be 
© expected from them : thus reaſon layes it according to 


the rules of nature ; but Providence croſles its hands , 
as Jacob did in bleſſing the Sons of Joſeph , and 
orders quite ney: iflues and events. Such wasthe 
mighty power and deep policy uſed by Pharaoh to de+ 
ſtroy Gods Iſrael , that tothe eye of reaſon, it was 


| as impoſlible to ſurvive it , as for crackling thorns to 


abide unconſumed amidſt devouring flames; by which 


| Emblem , their miraculous preſcrvation is expreſicd , 


| Exod. 3.2. the buſhwas all ina flame, but no con- 
ſamption of it. The Heathen Roman Emperours , 
who made the World tremble; and ſubdued the Na- 
tions under them ; have employed all their power and 
policy againſt the poor , naked , defencelcſs Church, 
to ruineit ; yet could not accompliſh, it, Rev. 12. 
3,4. O the Scas of blood that Heathen Rome ſhed in 
the ten perſecutions! yet the Church lives, and when 
the Dragon gave his power to the Beaſt, Rev. 13. 2. 
(i.e) the State of Rome became Antichriſtian, O what 


Naughters have been made by the Beaſt in all his domi- - 


nions ; ſo that the Holy Ghoſt repreſents him , as drun- 
ken with the blood of the Saints, Rev. 17.6. And yet 
all will not do : the gates (# e.) the powers and poli. 
cies of Hell cannot preyail againſt it. How manifeſt 
is the care and power of Providence herein ? Had half 
that power been imployed againſt any other people , it 
had certainly ſwallowed them up ods » Or in 
the hundredth part of the time worn them out. How 
ſoon was the Perſian Monarchy ſwallowed up by the 
Grecian , and that again by the Roman? Diocleſian 


AF. & 


and Maximin inthe height of their perſecution found 391.10'.;- 
themſclyes ſo baffled by Proyidence , that they both ?: 57+ 


reſigned 


18 Mcvine Condut?, Or, 


reſigned the government , and lived as private men, af 
But in this wonderful preſervation God makes good cheap 
that promiſe, Jer. 30. 11. though I make « full end _ 


of all Nations , yet will 1 not make a full end of Thee :$'P) 


and thar in Iſa. $4. 17. n0 weapon formed againſt thee 
Shall proſper. 
On the contrary , how ſucceſsful have weak an 


41x TIL 
contemptible means becn made for the good of the Þ&® 


_ Church? Thusinthe firſt planting of Chriſtianity in |, 


the world , by what weak and improbable inſtruments | 
wasit done ? Chriſt did not chufe the eloquent Ora. | * 
zors , or men of Authority in the Courts of Kings and |; * 
ore 
Emperours, but twelve poor Mechanicks , and Fiſher. ? 
men ; and theſe not ſent together in a troop, but ſome | 
to take one Countrey to conquerit , and ſome ano- = 
ther : the moſt ridiculous courſe (in _——_ tor | 
n 


, 


ſuch a deſign as covld be imagined ; and yet in how 
ſhort a time was the Goſpel ſpread , and the Churches 7 
planted by them in the ſeveral Kingdoms of the world 2 : th 
This the Pſalmiſt toreſaw by the Spirit of Prophecy , 1 
when he ſaid, Out of the mouth of Babes and Sucklings * 1 
hafi thou ordained ſtrength , to ſtill the Enemy , and the * 
Avenger, Pſal.8. 2. At the ſound of Rams horns 
Jericho is delivered into the hands of Tſrael: ſee Foſh. © - 
6. 20, Bythree hundred men with their Pitchers and | | 
Lamps, the huge hoſt of Midian is diſcomfited, * 
Judges 6. 19. The Proteſtants beſieged in Bexiers in 
France axe delivered by a drunken Drummer, who 
oing ro his Quarters at midnight , rang the Alarm. 
Il ofthe Town , not knowing what he did ; and juſt 
then were their enemies making their aſſault. And as 
weak and improbable means have been blefled with 
ſucceſs to the Church in general , ſo to the preſerya- 
tion of its particular members alſo. A Spider by weay= 
ing her web over the mouth of an Oven , ſhall hide a 
ſervant of Chriſt , Du Moulin from his Enemies , who 
took refuge there in that Bloody Pariſian Maſſacre. A 
Hen ſhall fſtain another many dayes at the ſame time, 
by lodging her egg every day , inthe place where he |! 
had hid himſelf trom the Cutthroats, Examples might 
be 
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ge caſily multiplied in the caſe ; but the truth is too 

ain and obvious to the obſervation of all ages to need 
em. And can we but acknowledge a Fivine and 
'ecial Providence over-ruling theſe matters, when 
eſee the moſt apt and potent nicans for the Churches 
Fuine fruſtrated , and the moſt filly and contemptible 


the $ncans ſucceeded and proſpered for its goud 2 


in 
nts 
'd - 
nd 
Is 


P Fourth Demand. 
 Ifall things be governed by the courſe of nature, and 
poveg y | 
orce of natural cauſes, How then comes it to paſs , that 
unen are turned (like a bowle by a rub) out of the way of 
4 , knto which they were ervving on with full ſpeed ? 
. 9 . 
00d men have been engaged tn the way to their own 
ruine, and knew it nut; but Providence hath met 


ithem in the way and preſerved them by m_ diver- 


ſions, the meaning of which they nnderſtood not , till 


{the Event diſcovered it. Paul lay bound at _Ceſarea , 
the High Prieſt and chief of the Jews I Feſtus , 
: that he might be brought bound to Jeruſalem , having 
* laid wait inthe way to kill him ; but Feſtus (though 
—_—_ of the plot) utterly refuſes it , bur chuſes ra- 
't 


crto go with them to Ceſarea , and jucge him theres 


; by this rub, their bloody deſign is fruſtrated , 42. 
{ 25. 3, 4. 


Poſſ.donins in the life of Angrſtine , tell us , that the 
good Father going to teach the people of a certain 


- Town, tock a Guide with him, to ſhew him the 


n 


way ; the guide miſtook the uſual road , and igno- 
rantly fell into a by-path , by which means he eſcaped 
ruine by the hands of the bloody Donatiſt, who 
knowing his intention way-laid him to kill him in 
the road. 

And as memorable and wonderful are thoſe rubs 
and diyerſions wicked men haye met with in the way 
of perpetrating the evils conceived and intended in 


Poſſid. in 
vi, Aly, 
eop.15, 


their own hearts, Laban and Eſau came againſt Jacob Gen. 3. 


with miſchicyous purpoſes ; but no ſooner are they 
come nigh him , but the ſhackles of reſtraint are im- 
MC 


24+.3 3, 


I" —_— —C 


.- 
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; people 

mediately clapt upon them both , ſo that their han,.q 

cannot perform their 7 074 Balaam runs greec 


Pha 
ly for reward to curſe 1ſrael ; but meets with an ur ods] 


expe&ted check at his yery out-ſet , and though th ent b 
ſtopt him not , but he aſſay'd every way to do them, ...,,, 
miſchief, yet he ſti} finds himſelf fetter'd by an effe# ;1, 
ual bond of reſtraint , that he can no way kake offB.rd, 
Numb.22.25,38. Saul the High-Prieſt's Blood-hound fg... s 
breaths out threatnings againſt the Church , and goe: 
witha bloody commiſſion towards Damaſcus , to baleÞ,;.c 
the poor flock of Chriſt to the ſlaughter ; but when he _, 
comes nigh the place , he meets an unexpected ſtop inY;... 
the way, by which the miſchicf is not only diverted, Þ.., 
but himſelf converted to Chriſt, 4s 9. 1, 2, 3,4: had 
W ho can but ſee the finger of God intheſe things ? et 


Fifth Demand, 


If there be not an over-ruling Providence ordering 4, 
all thingsfor the good of Gods people , How comes it Te 
$0 paſs, that the good and evi! which i done to them in L11 
this world, is accordingly repaid into the boſoms of them 
that are inſtrumental therein ? 

1. How clear is it to every mans obſeryation , that 
the kindneſſes and benefits any have doneto the Lords 
people, haye been rewarded with full meaſure into Þ, 
their boſoms? The Egyptian Midwives refuſed to Þ 
obey Pharao's inhumane command ; and ſaved the þ 
Male Children of Iſrael : for this the Lord dealt well 
with them , and built them houſes, Exod. 1. 21. The 
Shunamite was hoſpitable , and carcfu] for Eli/ha , and 
Gcd recompenced it with the deſirable enjoyment 
of a Son, 2 Kings 4.9, 17. Rahab hid the Spies, 
and was exempted from the common deftrudtion 
for it , Heb. 11.31. Publius the chief man of the 
Iſland Melita , courteouſly received and lodged 
Paul after his ſhipwrack : the Lord ſpeedily repaid 
him for that kindneſs , and healed his Father , who 
lay ſick at that time of a Bloodly Flux and Feyer , 
Atts 28. 7, 8, wnnn——— 


In 


| 
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In like manner, we find the evils done to Gods $i ab ox- 


. TR .. ordio 

F -+.5-""paly been repaid , by a juſt retribution to their a 
| . / - noſtram 
Pharaoh and the Eg yptians were cruel enemies to yſque me- 


Mods tſrael, and deſigned the ruine of their poor inno- moriam 

Went babes ; and God repaid it , inſmiting all the fixft- peronyr- 

Worn of Egypt in one night, Exod.12. 29, —_ w 
Hamen ere&ted a Gallows fifty Cubits high for good \;, "1:25. 

drdecai , and Gudſo ordered it, that himſelf and his w!tionis in 

en Sons were hanged on it. And indeed it was but peccatores 

ect , that he ſhould cat the fruit of that tree which 9977 e938 

imſelf had planted , Eſther 7. 10. — 

Abitophel plots againſt David , and gives counfel xx. 

ike an Oracle , how to procure his fall ; and that very Theol. p. 

ounſel, like a ſurcharged Gun , recoils upon hicaſclf I 96, 

ad procures his ruine-: for ſecing his good counſel re- 

efted, (good politically , not morally, ) it was now 

alie for him to gueſs at the iſſue , and fo at his own 

ate, 2 Sam. 17.23. 

$ Charles the Ninth moſt inhumanely made the yery 

anals of Paris to ſtream with Proteſtant blood , and 

00n after he died miſerably, his blood ſtreaming from 

all parts of his body. 

Stephen Gardiner , that burnt ſo many of Gods dear 

ryants to aſhes, was himſelf ſo ſcorched up by a 

errible inflammation , that his very tongue was black 


and hung out of his mouth, and in dreadful torments 
9 fended his wretched dayes. 
9 | Meximinus that cruel Emperour , who ſet forth his 
c | 


Proclamation engraven in Braſs , for the utter aboliſh- 
ing of the Chriſtian Religion , was ſpeedily ſmitten 
like Herod, with a dreadtul judgement , ſwarms of 
d FLice preying upon his Entrails, and cauſing ſuch a 
& \ſtench, that his Phy/#ciaus could not endure to come 
{nigh him , and for refuſingit were ſlain. Hundreds of 
like Inſtances might eaſily be produced , to:confirm 
this Obſeryation. And who can but ſee by theſe 
things, that verily there is 4 God that judgeth in the 
Earth ? 
Yea, ſo cxatt have been the retributions of Proyi- 
dence 


lj 
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dence to the Enemies of rhe Church , that not only; 
ſame perſons, but the ſame members that have be 
the inſtruments of miſchief, haye been made the 2 
jets of wrath. 
The ſame Arm which Teroboam ftretched out[® 
ſmite the Prophet , God ſmites. The Emperour A 
_ Ewnſcb.1.7. lien when he was ready to ſubſcribe the Edit for F 
erſecution of the Chriſtians , was ſuddenly crampy 
bis Knuckles, that he could not write. n 
Mr. Greenhill in his Expoſition upon Exek. 11, ; 
tells his Auditory , that there was one then preſent 
the Cungregatii n, who was an eye-witneſs of 
Woman (c-thng at another for purity and holy wal 
ing, who had her tc ngue ſtricken immediarely v 
the Palſie, and died thereof withintwo dayes. 
Henry the Second of Frencein a _ rage again, 
Proteſtant Connſelior , committed him to the hand 
one of his Noblesto be impriſoned,and that with th 
words, that he would ſee him burned with his own 
but mark the righteous providence of God , within 
few dayes after, the ſame Noble man , with a La 
pur into his hands by the Xing , did at a Tilting m4 
_ the ſaid King into one of hiseyes, whereof}, 
F Yea, Providence hath made the very place of ig 
ning , the place of puniſhment, 1 King. 21. 19. þ 
the place where Dogs licked the blood of Naboth , /bq.: 
Dogs lick thy blond: and it was exaQly fulfilld, 
2 Kings 9.26. Thus Tophet is madea burying p! 
for the Jews , till there was no room to bury ; aſ# 
that was the place where they had offered up their Sd 
to Molech, Ter. 7.31, 32. The Story of Nighting 
is generally known which Mr. Fox relates , how hel 
out of thePulpit and brake his neck,whilſt he was ab, 
ing that Scripture, 1 Joh. 1. 10, | 
And thus the Scriptures are made good by Prof, 
dence , waoſo Sita 4 pit ſhall fall therein, and F 
that rolleth a ſtone , it ſhall return' upon! him , Prq,. 
26. 27, and Matth. 7. 2. with what meaſurc you m 
it ſhall be meaſured to you again, 


( 
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only IF any ſhall yet ſay, Theſe things may fall out 
"caſually : That many thouſands of the Churches 
hefl -nemies have dyed in peace, and their end been like 
other men. 


here ; no Providence would be believed ; andifevyery 

forf{;n ſhould be puniſhed here , no Judgement would be 

Weexpetted. But that none may think theſe Events 
tobe meerly caſual and accidental , we yet further 

fa demand, 

ſent 

5 ON 

' wal 


ly v 
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Sixth Demand. 


If theſe things be meerly caſual , How #« it that they 
quare and agree ſo exattly with the Scriptures in all 
erticulars ? 

Weread, Amos 3.3. Cantwo walk together ex- 
cept they be agreed ? If two men travel in one road, it's 
like they are agreed to go to the ſame place. Ptovi- 
dences and Scriptures go all one way : and if they ſeem 
at any time to go diverſe or contrary waics; be ſure, 
they will meet at the journeys end. There is an agree- 
ment betwixtthem ſo to do. 
| Doth God miraculouſly ſuſpend the power of natural 
Cauſes , asinthe firſt Demand was opened? Why, 

his is no accidental thing, but what harmonizeth with 
the word, Iſa. 43.2. When thou paſſeſt through the 
waters I will be with thee , and through the rivers, the 
ball not overflow thee. When thou walkeſt through the 
fre, thou ſhalt not be burnt , neither ſball the flame 
i *Akindle upon thee. 

#19] Do natural Cauſes unite and aſſociate themſelyes for 
/ beKthe good of Gods people ? Why , this is no more than 
IS IFwhat is contained in the Promiſes , and is but the ful. 
filling of that Scripture, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Al i yours, 
for ye are Chriſts ; (i.e.) the uſe, benefitand ſervice 
ff all the Creatures is for you, as your need ſhall 
LY equire. 

Are the moſt apt and powerful means employed for 
cir ruine fruſtrated ? Who can but ſee the O__ 
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ou Weanſwer with Augnſtine , Ifno ſin were puniſhed &S*/, 
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fulfilled in , and expounded by ſuch Providences ? $ 
Iſa. 54. 15,16, 17. and 8. 8,9, 10. expounded 
2 Kings 18. 17. & ſeq. 

Sec you at any timea rub of Providence diverti 
the courſe of good men from falling into evil , or wi 
ked men from committing evil ; how loudly do 
Providences proclaim the truth and certainty of t 
Scriptures, whichtell us , That the way of man us 
in himſelf, neither «it in him that walks to diret | 
ſteps , Jer. 10, 23. and that in Prov. 16. 9g. 
mans heart deviſeth bis way , but the Lord 
refteth his ſteps. 

Do you ſce adequate retributions made to thoſe 
injure or befriend the people of God? Why, w 
you ſce all the kindneſs and love they have ſhown 
Saints returned with an Overplus into their boſo 
how is it poſſible, but you muſt ſeethe accompli 
ment of theſe Scriptures in ſuch Providences ? Ifa. 3 
2 Cor, 9. 6. The liberal ſoul deviſeth liberal things, 
by liberal things he /hall ſtand. 

And when you ſee the evils men have done, or 
tended todo to the Lords people, recoiling upon th 
ſelves; he is perfeMly blind , that ſees not the 
mony ſuch Providences bear with theſe Scriptu 
Pſal. 140. 11, 12. Pſal.7. 14, 15,16. Pſal. 9. 16. 

O what exa& proportions do Proyidences 

Scriptures hold ! little do men take notice of it. 
did Cyrus contrary to all rules of Statepolicy fr 
diſmiſs the Captives , but to fulfil that Scripture , 7 
45. 13. Sothatit was well obſerved by One, Tha 
God hath ftretcht out the Zxpanſum or Firma 

over the natural ; fo hc hath ftretcht out his W 

over the rational World. And as the Creatures 

earth are influenced by thoſe heavenly bodies, ſo 

all Creatures in the World influenced by the W 


and do infallibly fulfil it, when they deſign to croſsi 


Seventh Demand. 
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If theſe things be contingent , How is it that th, 
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fall out in ſuch remarkable nicks and junEures of time, 

which makes them ſo greatly obſervable to all that con- 
feder them? 

1 We find a multitude of Providences ſo timed toa 

minute, that had they fallen out never (o little ſooner 

c& orlater, they had ſignified but little what now they 

PT do. Certainly , it cannot be caſualty be , but counſel, 


L, 
ed 
Ds. 
r 


| - that ſo exaftly nicks the opportunity. Contingencies Contrngen- 

| Ii4 verwns 
keep to no Rules. s Ferns 

R 1 »* Yo 47:70 

a” How remarkableto this purpoſe , was thetidings ,4 ;..,c. 


brought to Saul , that the Philiſtines had inyaded the pyoximis, 
FO Land ? 1 Sam. 23. 27. juſt as he was ready to graſp the ſecundis , 
'©:2 prey. TheAngel calls to Abraham,and ſhews him ano- E + gs 
ther Sacrifice , juſt when his hand was giving the fatal On 
ond ſtroke to L_ Gen, 22. 10,11. A Well of watcris r, ,,;., 
OY diſcovered to Hagar , juſt when ſhe had left the Child, & wniver- 
"P''4 as not able to ſec its death, Gen.21. 16, 19. Rabſhakeh ſai, reſpe- 
meets with a blaſting Providence , hears a rumour that _ 4 CRAL 
fruſtrated his deſign , juſt when ready to give the ſhock inp was 1 
againſt Jeruſalem, Iſa. 37.7,8. So when Haman's (:] emnin, 
thed P!0t againſt the Jews was ripe , and all things ready for nece/ſuria, 
Ka execution ; On that night could not the King ſleep , neces/itate 


Eſth. 6. 1. When the horns are ready to gore Judah, "4 


. . ” bilitatis 
ws immediately Carpenters arc prepared to fray them pe OE z 
os a *VAY > Zach. 1.18, 19, 20,21. How remarkable was wendelia, 


the relicfof Rochel, by a Shoal of Fiſh that came into Theol. 
the Harbour , when they were ready to periſh with fa- P+ 133+ 
mine, ſuch as they never obſerved before » Nor after 
that time. Mr. Dod could not go to bed one night, 
but hath a ſtrong impulſe to viſit , (though unſcaſona- 
bly) a Neighbour Gentleman, and juſt as he came , he 
ects him at his door, with an halter in his pocket , 
uſt going to hang himſelf, Dr, Tate and his Wife in 
he Iri/h Rebellion, flying through the Woods with a 
pPucking-Child , which was juſt ready to expire; the 
lother going to reſt it upon a Rock , puts her hand 
pon a bottle of warm Milk, by which it was preſerved. 
good Woman ( from whoſe mouth 1 received it } 
cing driven to a great extremity , all ſupplies failing, 
as exceedingly plunged into unbelicying NN 2 
B Cars, 
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fears , not ſeeing whence ſupplies ſhould come ; when 
lo! inthe nick of time, turning ſome things ina Cheſt, 
unexpetedly lights upon a piece of Gold , which ſup- 
plied her preſent wants, till God opened another door 
of ſupply. If theſe things fall out caſually, how isit, 
they obſerve the very nick of time ſo exaftly ? as that 
it is become proverbial in Scripture, Gen. 22, 14. In the 


Moynt of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen. 


Eighth Demand. 
Laftly , Tere theſe things caſual and contingent, how © 
61 it be , that they ſhould fall out ſo immediately upon, * 
and conſonanily to the Pom of the Saints? Ss that in | 
wany Providences , they are able to diſcern a very clear © 
«nſwer t0 their prayers , and are ſure they have the peti. , 
zions they asked of him, 1 John 5. 15. | 
Thus when the Sea divided it ſelf, juſt upon Iſrae!s® 
cry to Heayen, Exod, 14. 10. Whenſo ſignal a vittory # 
is givento Aſa, immediately upon that patherical cry 7 
to Heayen, Help us O Lord our God, 2 Chron. 14. 
11,12. When Ahitophel ſhall go and hang himſclf, 
juſt upon that prayer of diſtreſſed David, 2 Sam. 6.31.) 
When Haman ſhall fall and his plot be broken , juſt 
upon the Faſt kept by Mordecai and Heſter, Eſth. 4.16. 
Our own Speed, in his Hiſtory of Pritain , tells us, that 
Richard the Firſt belicged a Caſtle with his Army, they 
offered to ſurrender , if he would fave theirliyes ; he. 
refuſes, and threatens to hang them all : upon this an 
Arbalaſter charged his Bow with a ſquare Arrow,mak- 
ing firſt his prayer to God, that he would dire the. 
ſhot , and dcliver the Innocent from oppreſſion ; it 
ſtruck the King himſelf, whereof he dyed, and they 
weredelivered. Abraham's ſcryant prayed for ſuccelsy 
and ſee how it was anſwered, Gen. 24.45. Peter 
was caſt into priſon, and prayer was made for him by' 
the Church, and ſee the event, Aﬀts 12. 5, 6, 7, 12+ 
I could cafily add to theſe , the wonderful examples of 
the return of prayers which was obſerycd in Luther, 
and Dr} inter in Ireland, and many more; but I jug 
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| necdlefs, becauſe moſt Chriſtians have a ſtock of cx- 
perience of their own, and are well aſlured , that many 
of the Providences that befal them are , and can be no 
other than the return of their prayers. 

And now who can be diffatisfied in this point , that 
wiſcly conſiders theſethings ? Muſt we not conclude as 
itis , Job 36. 7. He withdrawe:h not hiseye from he 
Righteous : and as 2 Chron. 16.9. The eyes of the 
Lord run to and fro through the whole earth , to ſbew 
bimſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them whoſe heart is per- 


feft towards him. His proyidences proclaim him to be 


a God hearing prayers. 


— 
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| proved , That the Concernments of the 
Saints in this World, are certainly conducted 
by the wiſdom and care of ſpecial Providence ; my 
next work is to ſhew you , In what Afﬀairs and Con- 
cerns of theirs, the Provzdence of God doth more eſpe- 
cially appear ; or wbat are the moſt remarkable perfor. 
mances of Providence for them in this world. 

And here I am not led direly by my Text, to 
ſpeak of the moſt internal and ſpiritual performances 
of Providence, immediately relating to the ſouls of 
his people ; though they all relate to their ſouls me. 
diately and eventually ; but of the more viſible and 
external performances of Providence for them : and it 
iSnotto be ſuppoſed, I ſhould touch all theſe neither ; 
they are more than the ſands ; but that which L 
aim at , is to diſcourſe to you ſome more ſpe- 
cial and more obſcryable performances of Pro- 
vidence for you. And we ſhall begin at the be- 
ginning. 


Þ » The 
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The firſt Performance of Providence. 


I. 
Troviden- A Nd Firſt , Letus conſider , how well Providence ' 
tial per- hath performed the firſt work that eyerit did for us, 
forman- in our formation and proteftion in the womb. Certainly, * 


| eoges os thisa very glorious and admirable performance ; it's 
2nd pro- *hatthe Pſalmiſt admires , Pal. 139. 15, My ſubſtance 
tection in 145 not hid from thee , when I was made in ſecret , and 
the womb. curiouſly wrought in the lower parts of the earth. The 
Womb is ſo called upon this account , becauſe as cu- 
rious Artſts , when they have ſome choice piece in 
hand, perfeCit in private , and then bring it into the * 
light for all togazeat; ſoit was here. And there are 
_ things admirable in this performance of Providence 
rus. 

: The rare ſtrufture and excellent compoſition of the ' 
Metaphora body ; I am wonderfully made ; that word Ruchampti 
ab acapi- =----- is very fall. The Vulgar renderSit, painted 4s 
A#orivus i1 with a needle , { i.e.) richly embroidered with nerves 


hry- ' : =p 
oh and yeins. Ohthe curious workmanſhip that is in 
Omnia that one parttheeye! How hath it forced ſome to ac- 
operatus Kknowledgea God upon the examination of it / Provi- 


e/# domi- dence, when it went about this work , had its model 
"Je... 4. Or pattern before it , according to which it molded cye- 
[nine ry part, asSitis, Ver. 16, In thy Rook were all my 
members written. Haſt thou an integral perteion and 
fulncſs of members? It is becauſe he wrote them all in 
his Book , or limned out thy body , according to that 
exa&t model which he drew of thee in his own gracious 

purpoſe , before thou hadita being : Had an cye , an 
car, ahand, a foot been wanting in the platform, | 

thou hadſt now been ſadly ſenſible of the defeR : this. 
worl2 had been but a dungeon to thee , without thoſe 
windows, thou hadſtlived, as many do, an object 
of pity to others: it thou have low thoughts of this 
mercy , ack the blind , the deaf, the lame and the 
; dunb, 
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dumb , the value and worth of thoſe mercies , and they 
will tell thee. There is a world of coſt beſtowed upon 
thy very body. Thou mighteſt have been caſt into #7 * 
another mould , and created a Worm or a Toad, 1 7%”? 
remember Luther tells us of two Cardinals, riding in *Y ty 
great pomp to the Council of Conſtance , and by the anoty w- 
Way they heard a man in the fields bitterly weeping and members 
wailing : when they came to him , they foun3 him tz are 
intently viewing an ugly Toad ; and asking him , why — Ai 
he wept ſo bitterly , he told them } hisheart was mclt- =——_ 
ed with this conſ1deration , that God had not made him brain , iv 
ſuch a loathſome and deformed Creature ; hoc eſt quod tzeſe are 
amar? fieo , ſaid he: whereupon one of them lh plenty 
W ell faid the Father , Skrgent indofti, & ra te Ce: po 
Ikxm. The unl { will riſc . e we: 
| carned will riſe and take Heayen, and aniini) 

we with all our learning ſhall be caſt into Hell. Nov (pii12s 3 
part of the Common lump was ſo figured and puliſkt as = 
Man is. Galen gave Epicurius an hundred years time to rank 
imagine a more commodious ſituation, confivuration the Veing. 
y Ronen. of ww one member of a humane body. ape 

nd if all the Mn ; : ; jy DIdCTCS, 
—_ y O A more curious _ rw 

And yet all thisis but the enamelling ofthe Caſe , or (2.) 
poliſhing the Casket whercin the rare Jewel lies. Pro- Sp!fit5 
vidence hath not only built the houſe , but brought the 772? the 
Inhabitant (1 mean the ſoul) into the ofieflion cf it Laver, 190 
A glorious piece it i f *'S . A_ 

glorious piece it is , that bearsthe very Image of God the vial 
upon it, beingallinall, and all in every part. How <P'tks 
nobleare its Faculties and AﬀeCtions ? How nimble , 72% *e 
various and indefatigable are its Motions ? How com- He | 
prehenſiye is its Capacity ? It's a Companion for An- the animal | 
gels, nay , capable ofEſpouſals to Chriſt , and eter- v9 -- 
nal Communion with God. It's the Wonder of Earth, 19 tc 
and the Envy of Hell. ” _— 

OTMNCY 
- IpR E (69s why ſhould you not ſuppoſe , n:embers 
Y equently behold in the world 2 ) that *!© 07002, 


Providence had fo permitted and ordered it . that thy a _ 
1ands and 


_ : the ſuperiour doth rule the inferiout , and the jinferiour tupport we 
uperiour : In wiſdom haſt thou made them ll, 2 
L 


B 3 ſoul 
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foul had entered intothy body with one or two of its * 
faculties wounded and defective : _—_— its I'nder. © 


crablelife hadſt © 


thou lived inthis world ? neither capable of ſeyvice nor | 


ſtanding had been crackt ; what a mi 


—__— 


"AE 


eomfort. Andtruly , when Ihave conſidered thoſe | 


works of Providence , in bringing into the world in all 
Countreys and Ages ſome ſuch ſpeRacles of pity ; ſome 
deprived of the uſe of reaſon , and differing from 
Beaſts, in little more than ſhape and figure; and 
others , though ſound in their underftandings , yet de- 
formed or detective in their bodis's, monſtrous , mi- 
ſhapenand loathſome Creatures; 1 can reſolve the de- 
fign of this Providence , into nothing beſide a demon- 
{t:ation of his Soveraign power ; except they be de- 
ſizncd as foils, to ſet off the beauty of other rare and 
cxquilite pieces, and intended to ſtand before your 
eyes, as Monitors of Gods mercy to you , that your 
hearts (as oft as you bcheld them) might be 
n:cl;ed into thanklujneſs for diſtinguiſhing tavour 
to you. 

Look then (but not proudly) upon thy outſide and 
inſide, ſee and adinire what Providence hath done for 
thee, and how well it hath performed the firſt ſervice 
that ever it did for thee in this world. And yetgzthis 
was not all it did for thee, before theu ſaweſt this 
world. It preſerved thee, as wellas formed thee in 
the womb : elfe thou hadit been as thoſe Embryo's Tob 
ſpeaks of Job 3. 11, 12. that never ſaw the light. A- 
bortives go for nothing in the world , and there are 
multirudcs otthem , ſome that never had a reaſonable 
{cul breathed into them ; but only the rudiments , and 
rough draught of a body : theſe come not into the 
account of men , but periſh asthe Beaſt doth. Others 
that dyc in, or ſhortly after they come out of the 
Womb : and though their life was but for a moment , 

et that moment entails an Eternity upon them : and 
had this been your caſe, as it is the caſe of Millions, then 
(ſuppoſing your falvation)yer had you been utterly un- 
ſerviceable to God in the world : None had been the 
better for you , nor you the better for any inthe world. 


You 
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You had been utterly uncapable of all chat good which 
throughout your life you haye cither done to others, or 
received from others. 

And if we conſider the nature of that obſcure life we 
lived in the womb ; how ſmall an accident ( had it 
been permitted by Providence) had extinguiſhed our 
life, like a Bird in the ſhell * We cannot therefore 
but admire the tender care vt Providence over us, and 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt , Pal. 129. 13. Thou haſt covered 
me in my Mothers womb : and not only ſo , but as it is, 
Pfal. 22. 9. Thou are he that took me out of my Mothers 
»omb. He preſerved thee there to the fulneſs of tine, 
and when that time was come, brought thee fately 
through manitold hazards, into thar place in the world 
which he from Eternity eſpicd for thee, Which leads 
us to the ſecond performance, 


The Second Performance of Providence. 


IT. 


He ſecond great performance of Providence , for the Providen- 
people of God , reſpetts the place , and time in which tial per- 


it ordered their Nativity to fall, And truly , this is no 
ſmall concernment to every one of us, but of vaſt 
conſequence, either zo cur good of evil, though it 
be little minded by moſt men. Tam perſwaded , the 
thoughts of few Chriſtians penetrate deep enough into 
this Providence , but ſlide too ſlightly and ſuperficially 
over an Abyſle of much mercy, rich and manitold 
mercy wrapt up in this gracious performance of Proyi- 
dence for them. 

Ah friends ! can youthink it an indifferent thing , 
into what part ofthe Word the womb of Naturc had 
eaſt you out ? Isthere no odds, upon what Spot of 
the Creation, or in what Age of the Werld your lot 
had fallen ? It may be you have not ſeriouſly bethought 
your felves about this matter. And heconls this Point 
is ſ@ (cldom toucht , 1 will therefore dive alittle more 
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particularly and diſtinQly into it, and endeavour ts | 
warm your affeQions with a repreſentation of the * 
many and rich benefits you owe to this one performan- | 
6e of Providence for you. 

And we will conſider it under a double reſpe or fe. 
lation, as it reſpe&ts your preſent comfert in this * 
world , andasit relatesto your cternal happineſs in 
the world to come. 

&1,) Thisperformance of Providence for you , doth yery 
much concern your a (9 comfort in this world. All 
the rooms in this great houſe are not alike pleaſant and 
commodions for the Inhabitants of ir. You read P/al. 
74. 29, of the dark places of the Earth , which are full 
of the habitations of cruelty: and many ſuch dif. 
mal places are found in the habitable Eanh. What 
a valit tra&t of the world lies as a waſte Wilder. 
ncis ? 

Suppoſe your Mothers had —_ you forth in 
America , among the quan Indians, who herd 
together as brute beaſts ; are ſcorched with heat , and 
ſtarved with cold ; being naked, deſtitute and defence- 
leſs. How poor , miſerable and unprovided of 
Earthly comforts and accommodations, are many Mil. 
lions of the Inhabitants of this world 2 What mercics 
do you enjoy in reſpe&t of the amenity , fertility, tem- 
perature and civility of the place of your habitation ? 
What is it but a Garden incloſed out of a Wilderneſs ? 
I may without partiality or vanity ſay , God hath (even 
upon temporal accounts) provided you with one of the 
healthfulleft , pleaſanteſt , and in all reſpeas, the bell 
furniſhed rooms in all the! great houſe of this world. 

Speets Hear what out own Chronicler faith of it , It zs the for- 
Chron, tunateIſland, the Paradiſe of pleaſure , the Garden of 
God ; whoſe Valleys are like Eden , whoſe Hills ave as 
Lebanon , whoſe Springs are as Piſgah, whoſe Rivers ® 
ere as Jordan , whoſe Wall i the Ocean, and whoſe | 

Defence is the Lord ]chovah. 

You arc here provided of neceſſary and comfortable 
accommodations for your bodics, that a great part of 
ehe world arc unacquainted with, It is not with the | 

pooteſt \ 
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pooreſt among us, as it is ſaid tobe with the poor 
Ruſſians , whole povery pinches and bites with ſuch 
ſharp teeth , that their poor cry at the doors, Give me 
and cut me, give me and kill me. 

Say not, The barbarous Nations in this excel you ; 
that they poſſeſs the Mines of Silver and Gold , which 
it may be you think cnough to ſalve all other inconve- 
niences of lite, Alas poor Creatures! better had it 
been for them , it their Country had brought forth 
Bryers and Thorns in ſtead of Cold, Silver, and pre- 
cious ſtones ; for this hath been the occaſion of ruining 
all their othcr comforts in this world : this hath invited 
their crue] avaritious enemies among them , under 
whoſe ſervitude they groan , and dye without mercy : 
and thouſands of them have choſen death rather than 
life , on the terms they enjoyed ir. And why michr 
not your lot have fallen there as well as where it is? Arc 
not they made of the ſameclay , and endowed witli as 
g00d a nature as. your fclyes? O what a diſtinction 
hath Divine Mercy made : where Nature made n: ne ! 
Conſider ungratetul man , thou mighteſt have fallen 
into ſome of thoſe Regions, where a tainted air tre- 
quently cloyes the jaws of death ; where the Inhabi. 
tants differ yery little from the Beaſts in the manner of 
their living: but God hath provided for thee, and gi- 
venthe pooreſt among us far better accommodations 
of life , than: the greateſt among them are ordinarily 
provided with. O what hath Providence done tor 

ou ? 

But all that I have ſaid is very inconſiderable, in 
compariſon with the ſpiritual mercies, and advantages 
you here enjoy for your fouls. Oh, this is ſuch an ad- 
yantageous caſt of Providence for you.,as oblidges you? 
to a thanktu] acknowledgement ofit , to o!! Eternity, 
For let us here make but a few ſuppoſitions in the caſe 
before us, and the glory of Providence will ſhine ke a 
Sun-beam tull in your taces. 

(1.) Suppoſe it had been your Lot to havefallen in 
any of thoſe vaſt Continents poſſeſied by Pagans aud 
Heathens at this day, who bow downto the Stock ot a 

B bd I ree, 
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Tree, and worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven. This is the 

caſe of Millions, and Millions of Millions : for Pagax 

Idolaters (as that ſearching Scholar Mr. kid in- 

forms us) do not only fill the circumference of nine 

hundred miles in Europe , but almoſt the one half of 
Africa, more than the half of Aſia, and almoit the 
whole of America, 

Gh how deplorable nad thy caſe been 5 ita Pagan 
Idolatreſs had brought thee forth , and Idolatry had 
been ſuckt in with thy Mothers milk ! then in all pro- 
bability , thou hadſt been at this day worſhipping 
Devils, and poſting with full ſpeed in the dire& road to 
Damnation: for theſe arc the people of Gods wrath, 
Ter. 10. 25- Pour out thy fury upon the Heathen that 
know thee 0t , and vpon the families that call not upoy 
thy name. How dreadful is that imprecation againſt 
them i P/el. 97. 7. which takes hold of them and all 
that's theirs, Confounded be all they that ſerve graven 
Images, that boaſt themſelves of Idols. 

' 2.) Or ſuppoſe your Lot had tallen among Ma49- 
meians, who next to Pagans ſpread over the greateſt 
raft of the Earth: for though Arab: bred that un- 
elean Bird, yet it wasnot that Cage , that could long 
coptain him ; for, not only the Arabians, but the 
Per/tans, Turks and Tartars , do all bow down their 
backs under that grand Impoftor. This poiſon hath 
diſperſed it ſelf through the veins of 4ſza , overa great 
part of Africk , even the Circumference of ſeven thou- 
Fand miles, and ſtops not there , but hath tainted a 
conſiderable part of Europe alſo, 

Had your Lot fallen here , O what unhappy men 
and women had you been , notwithſtanding the na- 
tural amenity and pleaſantneſs of your native ſoil? 
You had then adored a grand Impoſior, anddyedina 
fools Paradiſe. Inſtead of Gods lively Oracles, you had 
been as they now are) deceived to yonr cternal ruine 
with fuch fond , mad and wild dreams , as whoſo con- 
fiders would think, the Authors had more necd of ma- 
nacles and fetters, than arguments or ſober anſwers, 

(3.) Or it neitzer Ul ihele had becn your Lot , but 
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you had been emptied by the womb of Nature into 
this little ſpot of the Earth which is Chriſtianized by 

roteſſion,. but nevertheleſs for the moſt part over-run 

y Popi/h Idolatry, and Antichriſtian deluſions ; 
what unhappy men and women had you been, had 
you ſuckt a Popiſh breaſt ? For this people are to be 
the ſubjes of the 77als of Gods wrath to be poured 
out ſucceſſively upon them , as you may read Rev. 16. 
and the Scriptures in round and plain languagetell us, 
what their fate muſt be, 2 Thefl: 2. 11, 12. And for 
this cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtroyg deluſion, that they 
ſhould believea lye , that they all m oht be damued who 
believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unvigh- 
teouſneſſe. 

Nay , you might have fallenintotheſame Land in 
which your habitation now is, and yet have had no 
adyantage by it as to falva:iun, it hethar choſe the 
bounds of your habitations, had nor alfo graciouſly 
determined the times for you , .Ats 17. 26. For, 

(4.) Suppoſe your Lot had tailen where it is dur. 
ing the Pagan State of Eng/and, who tor many hun. 
dred years were groſs and vile Idolaters. Thick dark- 
neſs over-ſpread the people of this Iſland, and 2s in 
other Countreys , the Devil was worſhipped , and his 
lying Oracles zcalouſly attended upon. 

The ſhaking of the top of Jupiter's Oak in Dodona, 
the Caldron ſmitten with the rod in the hand of 
Jupiter's Image , the Lawre! and Fountain in Daphne 2 
thcſe were the Ordinances on which the poor deluded 
Wretches waited. So in this Nation they worſhipped 
1dols alſo : the Sun and Moon were adored for Gods, 


with many other abominable Iduls which our Ance- 2 
ftors worſhipped, and whoſe memorials are not to this ' 


day quite obliterated among us. 

(s.) Or ſuppoſe our Lot had fallen in thofe later 
miſerable dayes, in which Qyeen Mary fent fo many 
hundreds to Heaven in a ficry Chariot , and the poor 
Proteſtants skulked up and down in holes and woods, 
to preſcrye them from Popt/b Inqui/izors ,, who like 
Blood-hunds, hunted up and down thro:9) al! the 
Þ 6 Cuis, 
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Cities , Towns and Villages ofthe Nation, to ſeck out 
the poor ſheep of Chriſt tor a prey. 

But ſuch hath the ſpecial care of Providence towards 
us been, that our turn to be brought _ the ſtage 
of this World was graciouſly reſerved tor better dayes : 
ſo that if we had had our own option , we could not 
have choſen for our ſelves, as Providence hath. We 
are not only furniſhed with the beſt room in this great 
houſe; but before we were put into it , it was ſwept 
with thee beeſfom of National Reformation , from 


Tdolatry, yea, and waſhed by the blood of Martyrs | 


from Popiſh filthineſs; and adorned with Goſpel 
lights, ſhining inasgreat luſtre in our dayes, as ever 
they did fince the Apoſtles dayes. You might have 
becn born in England for many Ages, and not have 
found a Chriſtian in it: yea, and ſince Chriſtianity 
was here owned , and nct have met a Proteſtant in it. 
Oh! what an Obligation hath Providence laid yo ., 
uncer, by ſuch a merciful performance as this for 
you ? 

If you fay , Al this indeed is tyue ; but what is this 
to eternal ſalvation? Do not multitudes that enjoy theſe 
priviledge , eternally periſh notwithſtanding them ? yea, 
«ud periſh with an aggravation of (in and miſery beyond 
ether (imners ? 

True, theydoſo; and itisof very ſad conſidera- 
tion that it ſhould be ſo ; but yet we cannot deny this 
to be a very choice and ſingular mercy, to be born in 
ſucha Land , andatſucha Time. For let us conſider 
what helps for ſalvation men here enjoy , beyond what 
they could enjoy, had their Lot failen according to 
the fore-mentioned ſuppoſitions. 

(1.) Here we enjoy the ordinary means of ſalvation. 
which elſewhere men are denyed and cut off trom. So 
that if any among the Heathens be ſaved and brought 
to Chriſt , it mult be in ſome miraculous or extraordi- 
nary way: for, How /ſhail they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard , and how ball they hear without a 
Preacher ? Rom. 10. 14, Alas! were there a defire 
awakened in any of their hearts after a Goſpel rerey 
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of ſalvation , (which ordinarily is not , nor can be 


ut 
rationally ſuppoſed) yet , poor Creatures, they might 


is Þ travel from Sea to Sea, to hear the Word , and not 
7e | findit : whereas you can hardly miſs the opportuni. 
;: | tics of hearing the Goſpel : Sermons meet you fre. 
x Þ quently , ſothat youcan ſcarcely ſhun or avoid the 
e | Ordinances and Jnſ{truments of your ſalvation. And 
t , is thisnothing ? Chriſt even forces himſelf upon us. 

t* (2.) Here, inthis Age ofthe World , the common 
1 | prejudices againſt Chriſtianity are removed, by the 
s adyantage it hath of a publick profeſſion among the 
1 * people, andproteftion by the Laws of the Countrey. 
r > Whereas, were your habitation among Jews, Ma- 
* humetans , or Heathen Idolaters, you would find 
>  Chriſtand Chriſtianity the common odzum of the Coun- 
;  trey; every onedetying and deriding both name and 


thing ; and ſuch your ſclycs likely had been , if your 
birth and education had becn among them. For you 
may obſerve , that what ever is patroparadoton tradi. 
tionally delivered down from Father to Son, every one 
is fond of, and zealous in its defence. The Jews, 
Heathens and Mahometans are at this day ſo tenacious 
of their errors , that with ſpitting , hiſſing , and clap- 
| ping of hands, and all other ſigns of indignation 
' and abhorrence they chaſe away all others from 
among them, nt 
Is it not then a ſpecial mercy to you to be caſt into Mr.Pinks. 
ſacha Countrey aud Age , where (asalcarned Divine 
obſeryes) the true Religion hath the ſame Advantages 
over every falſe one, as in other Countreys they haye 
over it ? Here you have the preſence of precious 
Means , and theabſence of {oul-deſtroying prejudices, 
two ſignal mercics. 
(3.) Here, inthis Ageof the World , Chriſtianity 
, beſpeaks you aſloon as you are capable of any ſenſe, or 
? impreſſions of Religion upon you , and ſo by an hap- 
pyl anticipation , blocks up the pafſages, by which 
a falſe Religion would elſe certainly enter. Here you 
ſuckin the firſt notions and principles of Chriſtianity , 
eycn with the Mothers milk ; and certainly , ſuch a 
paces 
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which muſt be heedfully adverted and weighed , i 
the 


Maligcs 
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prepofſeſſion is a choice adyantage. Q.uo ſemel efithe de 
imbuta , recens ſervabit odorem Teſta diu. Train up 
Child in the way he ſhould go , and when he is old conic 
will not depart from it , Prov. 22. 6. T6 
(4.) Here you have, ormay have the help and afſi.Þ were 
ſtance of Chriſtians to dire your way , reſolve your} of the 
doubts, ſupport your burtlfens, and help you throughk yet if 
thoſe difficulties that attend the new birth. Alas! ifa% teoul 
poor ſoul had any beginnings or faint workings and* ouſly 
Ktirrings after Chriſt and true Religion in many other » z100 ( 
Countreys, the hand of every man would preſently be * you! 
againſt him , and none would be found to relieye,afliſt | ſach 
or encourage , as you may ſ{ce in that Example of Ga- | mer 
leacins ; the neareſt relations would, in that caſe, 
prove the greateſt Enemies, the Country would quick. Wa 
ly hoot at him asa Monſter, and cry, Away with the ct 
Heretickto the Priſon or Stake. 


W hether theſe eventually prove bleſſings to your ba) 
ſouls orno, certain Iam , that in themſclyes they are 
ſiugular mercies, and helps to ſalvation, that are de- 3: 
nyed to Millions beſides you. So that if Plats when |\ed 
he was near his death , could bleſs God for three things, |S: 
viz. Thathewasa Man, and nota Beaſt : that he || 
was born in Greece; and brought up inthe time of So- 1 
erate; much more cauſe have you to admire Provi= 
dence, that you are Men, and not Beaſts; that you 
were born in England, and brought up in Goſpel dayes ® 
here. This is a Land the Lord hath ZXſpied for you , as * 
the expreſſion is, Ezck. 20. 6. and concerningit, you 
have abundant cauſe to ſay, as in another caſe the Pſal- 
miſt doth, Pfal 16. 6. The lines are fallen to me in plea- | 
ſant places , and T have a goodly heritage. © | 
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The Myſterie of Providence. 
the deſignation of the ſtock and family out of which we with re- 
A/heuld ſpring\and riſe. And truly , this is of ſpecial P*% *0, 

conſideration, bothasto our temporal and cternal _ "x 
© good: for whether the families in which we grew up, mily out 
i. were great or ſmall in Iſrael, whether our parents were of which 
© of the higher or lower Claſs, and rank among men ; © [prang. 
b& yerif wy were ſuch as feared God and wrought righ- 
a teouſneſs, it they took any care to educate you religi- 
4: ouſly , and trained you up in the nurture and admoni- 
x © tion Of the Loyd , you are bound to reckon it among 
e © your chiefmercies , that you ſprung from the loins of 
t © ſuch parents: for trom this Spring a double ſtream of 
. * mercy riſes to you. 
(1.) Temporal and external mercies to yout out- 
- ward man. Youcannot but know, that as Godlineſs 
e entailsableſling, ſo wickedneſs and unrighteouſnels a 
curſe upon poſterity. An inſtance of the former you 
e haycinGen. 17.18, 20. Onthe contrary, you have 
e thethreatning, Zech. 5.4. and both together, Prov. 
- 3.33. TheCurfe of the Lord « in the houſe of the wick- 
a |ed, but he Bleſſeth the habitation of the juſt, True it 
, |is, that both theſe imply the Childrens treading in the 
e |ſteps of their Parents , according to Ezek. 18. but how 
frequently is it (cen, that wicked men breed their chil- 
- dren vainly and wickedly;ſo that as it's ſaid of Abijam, 
1Kings 15. 3. He walked in all the {ms of his father , 
which he had done before him ; and fo the curſe is en- 
tail'd from generation to generation To eſcape this 
Curſe, isa choice Providence. 
; (2.) But eſpecially take notice , what a ſtream of 
- ſpivitual bleſſings and mercies, flows trom this Proyi- 
dence to the Inner man. O it's no common mercy, to 
defcend from pious Parents : Some of us do not only 
owe our natural life to them , as Inſtruments of our 
Beings , but our Spiritual and Eternal lite alſo. It was 
no ſmall mercy to Timothy , to be deſcended from ſuch 
Progenitors, 2 Tim. 1. 5. nor to Argi/{ize, that he 
had ſuch a Mother as Moniez , who planted in his mind 
the precepts of like with her Words, watered them 
with hee Tears, and nourthed theuw with her 
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Example, Wewillalittle more particularly inſpe& 
this mercy , and info doing , we ſhall find manifold} * 
mercies contained in it. | 
(1.) Whata Mercy wasittous, to have Parents 
that prayed for us before they had us, as well as in our | 
Infancy , when we could not pray for our ſelyes ? 
Thus did 4braham , Gen. 15.2. and Hannah , 1 Sam. 
1. 10, 11. and ſome here likely are the fruits and returns | 
of their Parents Prayers. This was that holy courſe | 
they continued all their dayes for you, carrying all your | 
concerns, eſpecially your Eternal ones before the Lord | 
with their own ; and pouring out their ſouls to God fo | 
affeftionately for you , when their eye-ſtrings and } 
heart-ſtrings were breaking. Oh put a value upon | 
ſuch Mercies; for they are precious. It's a greater | 
Mercy , to deſcend from praying Parents , than | 
from the loyns of Nobles. Sce 7o%'s pious praftice, | 
Job 1. 5. 1 
(2.) What aſpecial Mercy wasitto us, to haye the | 
excreſcencies of corruption nipt in the bud by their | 
pious and carctul diſcipline? We now underſtand what 
a critical and dangerous ſcafon Youth is, the wonder. 
ſul proclivity of that Age to every thing that is evil. 
Why elſe are they called Youthful luſts ? 2 Tim. 2. 22. | 
When David asketh, Wherewith ſtall a young man | 
cleanſe his way? it's plainly enough implyed in the 
very Queſtion , that the way he takes lieth through the | 
pollutions of the world in his youth , Pſal. 119. 9. | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


When you find a David praying , that God would not | 
yemember the ſms of bxs youth , Pal. 25.7. and a 7ob 
bitterly complaining , that God made him to poſſeſs the 
fins of his youth, Job 13.26. Sure , you cannot 
but refle&t; witha very thankful heart, upon thoſe 
happy means, by which the corruption of your 
nature was happily preyented, or reſtrained in your 
Youth. 

(3.) And how great a Mercy was it , that we had 
Parents, who carctully inſtilled the good knowledge 
of God into our ſous in our tender years * How care- 
ful was Abraham of this duty ? Cen, 1$, 19, and Pa- 

vid ; 
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vid? 1 Chron. 28.9. . We have ſome of us had Pa- 
rents, who might ſayto us, as the Apoſtle, Gal. 4. 
19. My little Children, of whom I travail again in 
birth till Chriſt be formed in you. As they longed for | 
= > | us beforethey hadus, and rejoycedin us when th 
17, | had us; ſo they could not endure to think , that when | 
rn; | they could have us no more, the Devil ſhould. As | 
ils | _ thought no pains, care or coſt too much for our 

bodies to teed them , cloath and heal them; ſo did 


pet 
fold 


>Nts 
our 


our *? 


_ our ſouls, thatthey might be ſaved. They knew a 


! parting time would come betwixt them and us, and 


they think no prayers, counſels or tears , too much for | 
| 
| did ftrive to make it as caſte and comfortable to them | 


and 


%om ! as they could , by leaving us in Chriſt, and within the 
— | bleſſed bond of his Covenant. 
"an! Theywerenotglad , that wehad Health , and in- 
©» | different whether we had Grace. | 
> They as ſenſibly felt the miſeries of our ſouls as of 
ieix | Our bodies; and nothing was more deſirable tothem, 
hat | than that they might ſay in the great day, Lord, 
here am I, and the Children which thou haſt gi- 
yen me. 

(4.) And was it not a ſpecial Favour to us, to have 
Paxents that went before us as Paterns of Holineſs , and 


beat the path to Heaven for us by their Examples ? 


ler. 
vil. 


_ Who could fay to us, as Phil. 4. 9. What things ye 
= have heard and ſeen in me , that do ; and as 1 Cor. 11. 1, 
ſw | Be ye followers of us as we are of Chriſt, The Parents 


7,4 | life isthe Childs copy. O 'tis no common mercy , to 
have a fair copy ſet before us, eſpecially in the mould. 
nor | INgage : we law what they did , as well as heard what 

they ſaid. Ir was Abraham's commendation , that he 


_ commanded his Children, and his houſhold afier him, 
17 8 to keep the way ofthe Lord. And ſuch mercies ſome 


of us have had alſo. | 
Ah my friends, let me beg you , that you will ſet ſpe- : 

nad _ pa i x 
cial remarques upon this Providence , which fo graci- 
>*| ouſly wrought for you : and that your hearts may be 
more throughly warmed in the ſenſe of it , compare 
.; . | your condition with others, and ſcriouſly bethink your 

? | {elyes, (1.) How 


: 
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4 Drivine Condutt, or, 
( 1.) How many Children there be among us, thy {. 
| are drawn headlong to Hell by their cruel and ungoÞut 
| ly Parents , who teach them to curſe and ſwear afloog$10 
as they can ſpeak ? Many families there are , whereiÞ! © 
little other Secarwks is heard , but whats the Dial \ 
of Hell. Theſe, like the old logs and ſmall ſpray, ar$*" 
preparing for the fire of Hell , where they muſt burFarc 
together. Of ſuch Children, that Scripture, Pſal.49. 19 en{ 
will one day be verified, except they repent, They /hal 
£0 to the generation of their fathers, where they ſhall le, 
not ſee light. pt 
(2.) And how many families are there , thougWilc 
not ſo prophane, who yet breed up their Childret$0 
vainly and ſenſually, as Job 21. 11, &c.takeno car / 
what becomes of their ſouls, ſo they can but provide d 
for their bodies? If they can but teach them to carry?! 
their bodies, no matter it the Devil a& their ſouls Þ?? 
If they can but leave them Lands or Moneys, they! 
think they have very ally diſcharged chetoduiies. Oo 
what will the language be , wherewith ſuch Parents 
and Children ſhall greet each other at the Judgeme 
Scat, and in Hell tor ever ? | 
(3.) And how many be there, who are moreF* 
ſober , and vet Tie the leaſt appearances of GodlineſsP® 
in their Childrex, who inſtead of cheriſhing , do al] that 
they can to break bruiſed reeds, and quench ſmoakingF 
flax, to ſtifleand ſtrangle the firſt appearances, an 
offers they make towards Chrift ? Who had rather}; 
accompany them to their grav?s, than to Chriſt, doingF; 
all that in them lyes, Heyod like , to kill Chriſt in the 
Cradle? Ah Sirs, yelittle know , what a mercy ye dof; 
or have enjoyed in Godly Parents, and what a goodF 
Lot Providence caſt for you in this Concernment ofF 


0 
e 
dC 


your bodies and ſouls, . . | 
©bjefl. If any ſhall ſay, This was not their eaſe, they had; 
. little help Heaven-ward from their Parents: To ſuchF 

I ſhall only reply three things. | 
Sol, ( 1. ) If you had little furtherance , yet own it asa 


ſpecial Providence , that you had no hinderance; or, 
it you had oppolition , yet 
(2.) Ad- 


% 
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tha ( 2- ) Admire the Grace of God , in plucking you 
.ogþut by a wonderful diſtinguiſhing hand of mercy trom 
yohmong them, and keeping alive the languiſhing ſparks 
«Sf Grace amidſt the floods of oppoſition. 

les ( 3.) And learn from hence, if God give you a po- 
arſicrity of your own, to be ſo much the more {trit and 
urtarcful of relational duties, by how much you haye 
1Eenſibly felt the want of it in your ſelves. 

Za But ſeeing ſuch a train of bleſſings, both as to this 
3 afliſc, and that tro come , follow upon an holy education 
bt Children ; 1 will not diſmiſs the Point, till I bave 
uoWiſcharged my duty, in exhorting Parents and Children 
I-e$o their durics. 

card And firſt tor you that are Parents, or to whom the 
vidÞEducarion of Children is committed , I beſcech you 
arrgnind, how concerning a duty lies on you : and chat 1 
als $oay cftectually preſs it, conſider, 

(1.) How near the Relation is betwixt you and 
our Children , and therefore how much you are con- 
gerned in their happineſs or miſery. Conſider but the 
Scripture account of the dearneſs of ſuch Relations, 
Exprefled ( 1. ) By longings torthem , as Gen. 15. 2, 

reCen.30.1. and ( 2. ) By ourjoy when we have them, 
neſghs Chriſt expreſles it , John 16.21, (2.) The high 
that#alue ſet on them, Gen. 42. 38. ( 4.) Theſympathic 
cinoWith them in all their troubles, Mark. 9. 22. and 
angl 5. ) By our ſorrow at parting, Ger, 37. 35. Now 
therfÞall all this be to no purpoſe ? For to what purpoſc 
JineÞ0 We defire them before we have them, rejoice in 
the hem when we have them, value them ſo highly, 
« do {yMpathize with them ſo tenderly , grieye for their 
oodÞcathſo exceſſively; if in the mean time no care be 
1t ofFaken what ſhall become of them to Eternity ? 

| (2.) How God hathcharged you with their ſouls, 
bag#s well as bodies : and this appears by two forts of 
fachPrecepts. ( 1.) Precepts direAly laid upon you , 
Det. 6. 6, 7. and Eph.6. 4. ( 2. ) By Precepts laid on 

a5 affhem to, obey you, Eph. 6. 1. which plainly implies 

or, Your duty, as well as expreſſes theirs. 

( 3. ) What ſhall comfort you at the partiug time, 

Ad. | it 


/ 


(1.) 
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(2) 


Divine Condutt, or , 


it they dye through your neglect in a Chriſtleſs cond# 
tion? Oh this is the cutting conſideration ? My Chi 

isin Hell, and I did nothing to prevent it ; 1 helpe 
him thither. Duty diſcharged, is the only root of con 
fort in that day, 

( 4. ) If you negle@ to inftruft them in the way c lio 
Holineſs, will the Devil negle& to inſtrut them in thd®?* 
way of Wickedneſs? No, no, if you will not teady® 
them to pros he will to curſe, ſwear and Lye. If grour de 
be uncultivated, weeds will ſpring. th 

( 5s. ) Ifthe ſeaſon of their youth be negle&ed, hoy * 
little probability is there of any good truit afterwards! th 
that is tne Mouldingage , Prov. 22.6. How few art 
converted in old age ? A twig is brought to any torm}*? 
but grown limbs will not bow. al 

( 6.) You are inſtrumental cauſes of all their ſpif® 
ritual miſery ; and that ( 1.) By generation. ( 2. | 
Imitation, they lye ſpiritually dead of the Plague whicly 
you brought home among them , Pſal. 51. 5. BeholdyV: 
I was ſhapen in iniquity , and in ſin did my Mother con 
ceive (orwarm) me. ol 

( 7.) There's none in the World (o likely as you” 
to be Inſtruments of their Eternal good. You hav: 
peculiar advantages that none other hath; as ( 1. 
The intereſt you have in their affe&tions. ( 2.) Youl"* 
opportunities to inſtj] the knowledge of Chriſt intg© 
them, being daily with them, Dee. 6.7. ( 3.) Youl" 
knowledge of their tempers : it therefore you negleQy | 
who ſhall help them ? 

( 8.) The conſideration of the great day , ſhoul& 
move your bowels of pity foi them. O rememb 
that Text , Rev. 20. 12, &c. I ſaw the dead ſmall an 
great ſtand before God. What a ſad thing will it be, tc 
{ce your dear Children at Chriſts left hand 2? O friend 
do your utmoſt to prevent this miſery. Knowing # 
terrors of thc Lord, we perſwade men. 

And you Children, eſpecially you that ſprang fro 
religious Parents, I beſeech you, obey their Counſels; 
and. tread in the ſteps of their pious Examples. Te 
pre(s this, I offer theſe Conſiderations, : 

(1.) You 


C 
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( 1.) Your diſobedience to them, isa reſiſting of 
ods Authority , Ephef. 6. 1. Children, obey your P4- 
15 in the Lord: there's the Command: your rebel» 
ion therefore runs higher than you think. It is not 
IMan , but God that you diſobey ; and for your dif- 
eactobedience God will puniſhyou. It may be, their ten- 
\un{4derneſs will not ſuffer them, or you are grown beyond 
their corre&tion: all they can do, is to complainto 
\outGod ; and it ſo, he will handle you more ſeverely 
4; $than they could do. 
ard (2-) Your Sin is greater than the Sin of young 
\rraLHeathens and Infidels ; and fo will your Account be 
alſo. O better (it a wicked Child) that thou hadſt been 
ſpi ze off-ſpring of Salvage Indians, ws + of Beaſts , than 
' >, yof ſuch Parents. So many Counſels diſobeyed , Hopes 
hicfand Prayers fruſtrated , will turn to fad aggra- 
, 014 Ivations. 
cond (3+) It's uſual with God, to retaliate mens diſ- 
obedience to their Parents in kind : Commonly our 
youjown Children ſhall pay us home for it. I have read in 
aye grave Author, of a wicked Wretch that drag'd his 
Father along the houſe : the Father begg'd him , not 
to draw him beyond ſucha place: for, ſaid he, I 
drag'd my Father no farther. O the ſad , but juſt re» 
ributions of God! 

And for you, in whoſe hearts Grace hath been 
planted by the bleſſing of Education , 1beſcech you to 
admire Gods goodneſs to you in this Providence. Oh 
what an happy Lot hath God caſt for you ! How few 
Children are partakers of your mercies ? 

See that you honour ſuch Parents ; the tic is 
nd; double upon you ſo to do. Be you the joy of their 
hearts, and comfort oftheir lives , ifliving : if nor, 
yet ſtill remember the mercy while you live , and tread 
in their pious path ; that you and they may both re- 

| joice together in the great day, and bleſs God for 
each other to all Eternity, 
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The Fourth Performance of Providence. 
IV. hes 


He uext remarkable per formance of Providence forfſtin 
the People of God in which I will inſtance , ſhall baþcn 
with reſpett to its ordering the Occaſions , Inſtruments, © 
and Means of their Converſion. er 
In nothing doth Providence ſhine forth more glori.ÞÞ | 
ouſly in this world , than it doth in this performance© 
for = people of God How curiouſly ſocyer its handÞÞe 
had moulded your bodies , how tenderly ſoeyer it had 'f 
preſerved them , and how bountifully ſoever it hadWp* 
provided for them; if it had notalſo ordered ſome 
means or other tor your Converſion, all the former W4 
favours and benefits it had done for you , had ſignified 
little. This, O this is the moſt excellent benefit you 
ever received from its hand. Youare more bcholden 
toit for this, than for all your other mercies. And in 
opening this performance of Providence , I cannot but Þ 
think your hearts muſt be deeply affe&ed, This is aÞ 
ſubject which every gracious heart loves to ſteep its M 
thoughts in. It's certainly the ſweeteſt Hiſtory that ® 
ever they repeated : they loveto think and talk of it #: 
The Places where, and Inſtruments by whom this 
work was wrought , are exceedingly endeared to them ® 
for the works ſake : yea, ny to that degree ; that 
for many years after their hearts have melted , when 
they have but paſſed occaſionally by thoſe places, or 
but ſcen the faces of thoſe perſons , that were uſed as 
Inſtruments in the hand of Providence for their good. 
As no doubt , but * Jacob's Beth-el was ever after that 
night ſweet to his thoughts: ſo other Saints haye had \ 
their Rethels as well as he. O bleſſed Places, Times 
and Inſtruments ! O rhe deep, the ſweet impreſſions, 
never to be razed out of the memory or heart, that this 
Providence hath made upon thoſe on whom it 
wrought this bleſſed Effect at years of diſcretion , and 
in a more ſcnſible way ! 


But * 
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But left any poor ſoul ſhould be diſcouraged mnder 
* the diſplay of this Providence , becauſe he cannot re. 
member the Time , Place, Inſtruments and Manner 
wherein , and by which Converſton-work was 
yrought; I will therefore premiſe this neceſſary di- 
wſtin&tion , to prevent injury to ſome , whilſt I deſign 
Abcnefit to others. 
1t;> Converſion, asto the ſubjets of it , may be confi. 
ered two wayes  citheras it is more ſenſibly wrought 
perſons of riper years, who in their youthful daies 
were more prophane and vile ; or upon perſons in 
eirtender years, into whoſe hearts Grace was more 
ſenſibly, and undiſcernably inſtilled by Gods bleſſing 
Pon pious Education. In the tormer ſort, the diſtin& 
s of the Spirit, as i/lumineting convincing, humbling, 
1er (awing them to Chriſt, and ſealing them are more 
ied Fident and diſcernable : in thelatter , more obſcure 
ou $nd confuſed; they can remember , that God gave 


len þ<m an Eſteem and liking of godly perſons , Care of 


lin futy, and Conſcience of fin; but as to the Time , 
but Rlace, Inftruments and Manner of the work , they can 
$ a five but a ſlenderaccount of them : howeyer , if the 
; its York be ſavingly wrought in them , .there is no reaſon 


hat ey ſhould be troubled, becauſe the Circumſtances of 


f it Rare not ſo cyident to them, as they are to others. Let 
bis. he ſubſtance and reality of the work appear, and 
\em tþcrcisno reaſon to afflict your ſelyes, becauſe of the 
that Bcvidence of ſuch Circumſtances. 


hen Þ But yet where the Circumſtances as well as Sub- 


| or nceareclearto a man, when wecancall toremem- 
d as Fance, the Time when, the Place where , the Inſtru- 
504, Bent by whom that work was wrought , it muſt needs 
that Þ excecding ſweet : and they cannot but yield a freſh 
haq #'ight to the ſoul every time they are reflefted upon. 


imes | There are many of the following accafions , which 
"ons, } may be , we took for ſtraglers when they firſt befell 
t this Þ: butt they proved ſcouts ſent out from the main 


nm it Þ4y of Providence, which they make way for. 


and | Now there ve divers things in thoſe Providences, 
at are verſant about this work , which arc exceeding 
Bus Yet, and taking ; as namely. 3. The 
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| (1.) The wonderful ſtrangeneſs and unacountablene 

| ofthis work of Providence, in caſting us into the way} . 
| and ordering the occaſions, yea, the minuteſt Circu 
ſtances about this work. Thus you find in 4s 8. 24 

27, 28, 29, 30, Cc, the Eunuch at that very inſtanj i 
when he was reading the Prophet Eſay , hath an Inter} « 
preter , one among a thouſand , that joins his Chariot} 7 
juſt as his mind was by a fit occaſion prepared tor 


ccive the firſt light ofthe knowledge of Chriſt. \ 

And how ſtrange was that Change (how far ſoeyes 
it went) upon Naemanthe Syrian? recorded 2 Kingj © 
$. 1, 2, 3, 4. That the Syrians in their incurſion ſhould} t: 


bring away thisgirl, (likely her beauty was the indy} £ 
cement, ) and ſhe muſt be preſented to Naaman' 
Wife, and relate to her the power of God that ac} b 
companicd the Prophet ; though you find in that par} c: 
ticular caſe there had neyer been an inſtance given be tc 
fore, Luke 4. 27. Doubtleſs, the whole of this affair} { 
was guided by the ſignal direfion of Providence. O 
Se for the Conyerlion of the Samaritans, it's ob a 
ſerved John4.4. Chriſt muſt needs go that way | w 
(i.e.) itlay juſt in the road betwixt Taos and Galile, 
and at the ſixth hour (z.e.) high noon, he reſts him h: 
ſelf upon Facob's Well , ſtill ſeeming tohave no other} ar 
d deſign, but his own refreſhment, by ſitting and drink} L 
ing there: but O what a train of bleſſed Providence) th 
follow this , which ſcemed bur an accidental thing} ha 
firſt the Woman of Samaria , and then many morein} D 
that City are brought to belicye in Chriſt, as you find} Le 
Verſe 29. and 41. up 
Melch.A- 1tis noted by Melchior Adams in the Life of TJuniury Sil 
dams Vite how very an Atheiſt he was grown in his younget wi 
Theel. par. years; butin order to his Converſion to God , firſt, 
* Þ: 194. wonderful preſeryation of his life in a publick tumulg of 
at Lyons in France muſt make way, which forces {ron of 
him the acknowlegement of a Deity. Then his FatheBo, 
ſends for him home, and with much gentleneſs per{in| 
ſwades him to read the Scriptures; he lights upon thqwe 
firſt of John, and with it he ſenſibly feels a Divinqof 
Supernatural Majeſty and Power ſeizing his o_ to 
whic 
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which brought him over by a compleat Converſjonts 
Teſws Chriſt. Thus,as the Woman of Tekoa told David, 
doth God deviſe means to bring back bis baniſhed. 

Lavater tells us, that many Spaniſh Souldiers, going 
into the Wars of Germany , were there converted te 
Chriſt, by falling into the Cities and Towns, where godly 
Miniſters and Chriſtians were, 

Mr. Robert Bolton , though an excellent Scholar , 
yet in his younger years he was a very cs, pon per= 
ſon , and a jeerer of holy men ; but being calt into the 
company of godly Mr. Peacock , was oy im brought 
to repentance, and proyed a lamous Inſtrument in the 
Church of Chriſt, 

A ſcrap of paper accidentally coming to view , hath 
been uſed as an occaſion of Conyerſion. This was the 
caſe of a Miniſter of Wales , who had two Livings, but 
took little care of either. He being at a Fair, bought 
ſomething at a Pedlers Standing ; and rent off a leaf 
of Mr. Per kin's Catechiſm to wrapt it in , and reading 
a line or two init, God ſet it home, ſo asitdid the 
work. 

The Marriage of a Godly Man into a Carnal Family, 
hath been ordered by Providence , for the Conyerſion 
and Salvation of many therein. Thus we read , in the 
Life of that renowned Engli/bW orthy Mr. John Bruen, 

that in his ſecond Match it was — , that he ſhould 
have one years dict in his Mother-in-laws houſe : 
During his abode there that year (ſaith Mr. Clark) the 
| Lord was pleaſed by his means, graciouſly to work 
upon her Soul , asalſo upon his Wifes Siſter , and half 
Siſter , their Brothers Mr. William and Thomas Fox , 
q with one or two of the ſeryants in that Family. 
The reading of a good Book , hath been the means 
| of bringing others to Chriſt. And thus we find many 
of the German Divines converted , by reading Luther's 


aq Books : yea, and what is more ſtrange , Mr. Sleyden Sleyden's 

in his Commentary tells us ,. that Vergerizs , though he Comment. 
{were preſent an eye and car-witneſsto that Joleſul caſe Pp: 47 5» 
vingof Spire, which one would think ſhould move a 


oulſtone , yet ſtill comtigued ſo firm to the Popes Intereſt, 
b C that 
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that when he fell into ſome ſuſpicion among the Cards. 
nals , he reſolved to purge himſelf, by writing a Book 
againſt the German Apoſtates : but whilſt he read the 
Proteſtant Books , out of no other deſign , but to con- 
fute them ; whilſt he is weighing the Arguments , is 
himſelf convinced and brought to Chriſt. He finding 
himſelf thus overcome by thetruth , imparts his con. P 

viction to his Brother , a zealous Papift alſo : this Bro. 
they deplores the miſery of his caſe , and ſecks to re- 
xlaim him ; but Vergerizs entreating him to weigh well 
the Proteſtant Arguments , he alſo yields; and ſo both 
immediately betook themſelves to preach Juſtification 
- 3 free grace of God through the blood off 

Chritt, 

Yea, not only the reading of a Book , or hearing 
a Miniſter , but (which is moſt remarkable) the very 
Poſfdonius miſtake or forgetfulneſs of a Miniſter , hath been im. 
n vis prov'd by Providence for this end and purpoſe, A 
Auguſtini. 2uſtine once preaching to his Congregation , forgot th 
P15 Argument which firſt he oper and fell upon t 
Error of tha Mazichees beſide his firſt intention : b 
which diſcourſe , he converted one Firms his Audi 
tor ; whofell down at his feet weeping, and confeſli 
he had lived a Manichee many years. Another I knew 
who going to preach , took up another Bible thanth 
he deſign'd, in which , not only miſſing his Notes 
but the Chapter alſo in which his Text lay , was putt 
ſome loſs thereby : but after a ſhort pauſe , he reſoly' 
to ſpeak to any other Scripture that might be preſent 
to him”, and accordingly read that Text - 2 Pet. 3. 
Thc Lord « not flack concerning his Promiſe , &c. A 
though he had nothing prepar'd ; yet the Lord hel 
him to ſpeak both methodically and pertinently. fr 
it: by which diſcourſe, a gracious — was wro 
upon one in the Congregation , who hath ſince give! * 
$00 Evidence of a ſound Converſion , and Mea 


edged this Sermon to be the firſt and only Me 

thereof. | 
The accompanying of others in a Neighbourly ci 

Viſit , hath bcea over-rul'd to the ſame end. Th 
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many of the Jews accompanied Mary in Bethany , 
Jeſo gning only to manifeſt their civil reſpe&)but there. 
ey met Chriſt , ſaw the things which he did , and be. 
lieved on him, John. 11.45. 

Mr. Firmin in his Real Chriſtian , pag. 97, 93. tells 
ns of one , who had liv'd many years in a Tows where 
Chriſt had been as clearly , and as long preached, asia 
any Town in England. This man when he was about 
ſeyenty ſix years of age,went to viſit a fick Neighbour. 
,, A Chriſtian friend of mine ( faith mine Author ) 
z» came to ſee him alſo, and finding this old man 
,, there ; whom he judged to be one that lived upon 
»» his ownſtock : Civility, good Works, &c. he 
»- purpoſcly fell into that diſcourſe,to ſhew how many 
»» perſons lived upon theirdutics , but never came to 
»» Chriſt. The old man fitting by the bed ſide , heard 
»» him ; and God was pleaſed to convince him , that 
»» he wasſucha perſon , who had lived upon himſelf 
»» Without Chriſt to that day ; and would fay after- 
»» Wards, hadI dyed before threeſcore and ſixteen , I 
»» had periſht, for I knew not Chrilt. 

The committing of a godly man to Priſon,hath beem 
the method of Providence , to ſave the foul ofa poor 
Keeper. So Paul, As 16. 26. was made a Priſoner, 
to make his Keeper a ſpiritual Free-man. The like ſuc- 
ceſs had Dr. Barnes in Queen Mary's dayes, who after- 
wardscelebrated the Lord Supper in Priſon with his 
converted Keeper. 

The ſcattering of Miniſters and Chriſtians by Perſe- 
cution from Cities and Towns, into the ignorant and 
barbarous parts of the Countrey , hath been the way 
\ of Providence, to find out, and bring home ſome 
| loſt ſheep that were found there, to Jeſus Chriſt , 
. Afs8. 1, 4. Thelike ſignal Event hath ſince followed 

upon the like wonnieg of godly Miniſters, whereot 
Med are many pregnant Inſtances at this day. 

Me ; A Servant running away from his Maſter , (likely 
upon no other deſign but to live an idle life) yer fal- 


ly ci i ſuch places and companies, as Providence 
ke ordered (in a deſign to him unknown} hath thereby 


-» 
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been brought to be the ſervant of Chriſt. This was the 
very caſe of Oneſimus , who run away from his Maſter 
Philemon , to Rome ; whereby a ſtrange Providence 
(poſſibly a meer curioſity to ſee the Priſoners ) 
he there falls into Paul's hands. whobegat him to 
Chriſt in his bonds , Philemon, Ver. 10, 11,12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 

Going to hear a Sermon in jeſt , hath proved ſome 
mens Converſion in earneſt. The above named Mr. 
Firmin in the force-cited Book , tells us of a notorious 
drunkard , whom the drunkards called Father , that 
one day , would needs go to hear what Wilſon , ſaid, 
out of no other deſign it ſeems , but to ſcoff at that 
holy man : but in the prayer before Sermon , hts heart 
began to thaw ; and when he read his Text , which 
was John. 5. 14. Sin no more, leſta worſe thing come 
unto thee: hecould not contain ; and in that Sermon 
the' Lord changed his heart , though ſo bitter an Ene- 
my , thatthe Miniſter on Lefture-daycs was afraid to 
go to Church before his ſhop door. Lo, theſe are parts 
of hrs wayes , but how ſmall a portion is known of him ? 

The dropping of ſome grave and weighty word acci- 
dentally in the preſence of vain carnal perſons , the 
death of an Husband , Wife or Child , a fit of ſick- 
neſs, with a thouſand other ſuch like occaſions , have 
been thus improved by Providence to the Converſion 
of ſouls. | 

And no leſs remarkable and wonderful are the de. 
{1gns of Providence in ordering the removes , and go- 
verning the motions of Miniſters , from place to place 
in order unto the Conyerſion of ſouls. Thus often- 
timesit carries them to places where they intended not 
to go ; God having ( unknown to them ) ſome Elect 
Veſlcls there, who muſt be Called by the Goſpel. 

Thus Paul and Timothy (a (ſweet and lovely pair) 
when they weretravelling through Phrygia and Gala- 


tia ; were forbid to preach the Wordin Aſia, to which 
probably their minds inclined . 4s. 16.6. and when | 
they eflayed to go into Bythinia , the Spirit ſuffered | 
them not , Fer. 7: But a Man of Macedenia (7. e. an 
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Angel in the ſhape or habit of a man of that Countrey) 
appearcd to Paxl ina Viſion , and prayed him, faying, 
Come over into Macedonia , and help 4s, Verg. and 
there did God open the heart of Lydia, 

I knew a pious Miniſter now wtth God , who falling 
in his Study upon a very rouzing ſubje& , intended for 
his own Congregation, was ſtrongly moyed , when he 
had finiſhed it, to go toa rude, vile, prophane peo- 
ple , about five miles off , and firſt preach it to them; 
after many wreltlings with himſelf, not being willing 
to quench any motion that might be ſuppoſed to come 
from the Spirit of God , he obeyed , and went to this 
people , who had then no Miniſter of their own , and 
few durſt comeamong them. And there did the Lord, 
beyond all expeCtation , open a door, and feyeral pro= 
phane ones received Chriſt in that place, and engadged 
this Miniſter toa Weckly LeAture among them , in 
which many ſouls were won to God, 

The ſame holy Man , at another time ; being 
napon a Journey , paſſed by a company of vain 
perſons, who were wreſtling upon a Green near the 
road : andjuſt as he came againſt the place, one 
of them had thrown his Antagoniſt , and ſtood trium- 
phing in his ſtreogth and activity. This good man 
rode up to them, and turning his fpeechto this 
perſon; told him , Friend . I ſee vouare a ſtrong 
man ; but yet let not the ſtrong wan glory in his 
ſtrength: You muſt known, that you are not to 
wreſtle with fleſh and blood , but with principalities 
and powers, and ſpiritual wickedneſles : ol ſad will 
it be , that Satan ſhould at laſt trip up the heels 
of your hope, and give you an cternal overthrow ? 
And after aboyt a quarter of an hours ſerious dif. 
courſe upon this ſubje&t , helettthem, and went on 
his Journey ; but this diſcourſe made ſuch an imprel- 
lion, that the perſon had no reſt , till he opened 
his trouble to a godly Mlniſter , who wiſely fol- 
lowing the work upon his ſoul , ſaw at lait the 
bleſſed iflue thereofin the gracious change of the per- 


ſon , whereof he afterwards gaye the Miniſter a 
C 3 joytul 
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joyful account. O how unſearchable are the Methods 
of Proyidence in this matter ? 

Nay , what is yet more wonderful , the Providence 
of God hath ſometimes ordered the very malice of 
Satan, and wickedneſs of men, as an occaſion of 
Eternal good to their ſouls. A very memorable Ex. 
ample whereof, I ſhall here give the Reader, faithfully 
relating what not many years paſt fell out in my own 
ebſcrvation in this place, to the aſtoniſhment of many 
fpetators, 

In the year 1673. there came into this Port a Ship 
of Poole, in her return from Yirginia; in which Ship 
was one of that place, a luſty young man of twenty 
three years of age, who was Chirurgeon in the Ship. 
This perſon in the voyage fell into a deep melancholy, 
which the Devil greatly improved to ſerve his own de- 
fign for the ruine of this poor man ; however , it 
pleaſed the Lord to reſtrain him from any attempts 
upon his own life , until he arrived here. But ſhortly 
aber his arrival, upon the Lords Day early in the 
morning (being in bed with his Brother) he took a 
knife prepared for that purpoſe, and cut his own 
throat , and withal leapt out of the bed , and though 
the wound was deep and large , yet thinking it might 
not ſoon enough diſpatch his wretched life,deſperately 
thruſt it into his ſtomach , and (o lay wallowing in his 
own blood , till his Brother awaking , made a cry for 
help : hereupon a Phyſician and a Chirurgeon coming 
in, found the wound in his Throat mortal ; and all 
they could do at preſent, was only to ſtitch it and apply 
a plaiſter , with deſign , rather to enable him to ſpeak 
for alittle while , than with any expeCation of cure 
for before that, he breathed through the wound , and 
his voice was inarticulate. 

In this condition 1 found him that morning , and 
apprehending him to be within a few minutes of Eter- 
nity, I labourcd to work upon his heart the ſenſe of 
his condition , telling him , I had but little time to do 
any thing for him, and therefore deſired him to let me 
know , what bis own apprehenſions of his port. 

Ne 


"OS 7. ET WT TL” IE PO np 


"4 @ 


Fs 14 


[-_—_ 


T he Myſtere of Providence. 55 
Condition were: He told me, he hopedin God tor 
Eternal Life ; I replyed , that I ſcared his hopes were 
nngrounded , for that the Scripture tells us, No Mur- 
derey hath eternal life abiding in him , but this was (clt- 
murther , the groſleſt of all Murthers: and infiſtiny 
upon the aggravation and heinouſneſs of the fat, 1 
perceived his vain confidence began to fall , and ſome 
meltings of heart appeared in him. He then began to 
lament with many tears his fin and miſery , and asked 
me, it there might yet be hope for one that had de- 
ſtroyed himſelf , and ſhed his own blood. I replyed. 
the lin indeed is great , but not unpardonable ; and it 
the Lord gave him repentance unto life , and faithto 
apply 4 Chriſt, it ſhould be certainly pardoned to 
him : and finding him unacquainted with theſe things, 
I opened to him the nature and neceſſity of faith and 
repentance, which he greedily ſuckt in, and with great 
vehemency crycd to God , that he would work them 
upon his ſoul, and intreated me alſo to pray with him 
and forhim , that it might be ſo. Iprayed with him, 
and the Lord thawed his heart mags in that 
duty : loth he was to part with me; but the dutics 
of the day neceſlitating me to leave him, 1 briefly 
ſummed up what was moſt neceſſary in my parting 
counſel to him , and took my leave, never expecting 
to ſee him more in this world. But beyond my own 
and all mens expeQtation , he continued all that day, 
and panted moſt ardently after Jeſus Chriſt: no dif- 
courſes pleaſed him , but Chriſt and faith ; and in this 
frame 1 found him in the evening, He rejoiced great! 
to ſee me again , and entreated meto continue my dif- 
courſes upon theſe ſubjets; and after all told me, 
Sir , the Lord hath given me repentance for this ſin , 
yea , and for every other ſin. 1 ſee the Evil of ſin now, 
ſo as I never faw it before. Olloath my ſelf: 1am 
a vile creature in my own eyes, I do alſo believe; 
Lord help my unbelief. I am heartily willing to take 
Chriſt upon his own terms. One thing only troubles 
me, I doubt this bloody ſia will not be pardoned. Will 
Jeſus Chriſt ( aid he) apply his blood to me , that 
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have ſhed my own blood ? I told him , Chrift ſhed his 
blood eyen for them that with wicked hands had ſhed 
the blood of Chrift ; and that wasa ſin of deeper guilt 
than his. Well, (faid he) Iwill caſt my felf upon 
Chriſt; let him do by me what he will. And fo I 
parted with him that night. 

| Next morning the wounds were to be opened ; and 
then, the opinion of the Chirurgeons was, he would 
unmediately expire. 

Accordingly , at his deſire, Icame that morning 
and found him in a molt ferious frame. 1 prayed with 
him , and thenthe wound in his ſtomach was opened , 
but by thistime the Yerericle it ſelf was ſwoln out of the 
orifice ofthe wound , and Jay like a livid diſcoloured 
Tripe upon his body , and was alſo cut through ; ſo 
that all concluded , it was impoſlible for him to liye ; 
however they ſtitcht the wound in the ſtomach , en. 
larged the Orifice , and fomented it , and wrought it 
again into his body, and fo ſtitching up the skin, left 
him to the diſpoſe of Providence. 

But ſo it was,that both the deep wound in his throat, 
and this in his ſtomach healed : and the more dangerous 
wound {i had made upon his ſoul, was, I truſt, effe- 
Qtually healed alſo. 1 ſpent many hours with him in 
that ſickneſs; and akicr his return home , received this 
account irom Mr. Samuel Hardy, a Miniſter in that 
Town. Part whereof 1 ſhall tranſcribe. 


Dear Sir, 

Was much troubled at the ſad Providence in your 
Town ; but did much rejoice , that he fell into ſuch 
hands for his body and foul. You have taken much pains 
with him , and 1 hope to good purpoſe. T think , ifever 
e great and through work were done ſuch a way , it :s 
now ; and if never the like , I am perſwaded now it 7+. 
. Never grow weary of ſuch good works. One ſuch In- 
. tance is (methinks) enough to make you to abound in the 

work of the Lord all your dayes ; &c. 
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+ O how unſcarchable are the wayes of Providence, 
in leading men to Chriſt! Let none be enconraged by 
this to ſin , that grace may abound. Theſe are rare 
and ſingular Inſtances of the mercy of God , and ſuch 
as no preſumptuous ſinner can expett to find. It's only 
recited here , to the honour of Providence, which 
works for the recovery of ſinners in wayes that we un- 
derſtand not. O what a fetch hath Providence beyond 
our Underſtandings! 

And as it orders very ſtrange occaſionsto awaken 
and rouſe ſouls at farſt ; ſo it works no leſs wonderfully 
in carrying on the work to perteftion ; and this it doth 


two wayee. 


( 1.) By quickning and reviving dying conviQtions 
and troubles tor ſin. Sou!'s after their firſt awakening, 
are apt to loſe the ſenſe and impretlion of their firit 
troubles for {in ; but Providence is vigilant to prevent 
it ; and doth effetually prevent it ſumetimes by dr. 
refting the Miniſter to ſome diſcourſe or paſſage , that 
ſhall fall as pat , asifthe caſe of ſuch a perſon ad >ecn 
ſtudied by him , and deſignedly ſpokento. How of- 
ten have I found this in the cafes of many ſouls, who 
have profeſſed they have ſtood amazed, to hear the 
very thoughts of their hearts diſcovered by the Prea- 
cher , who knew nothing of them ! Sometimes by di. 
refting them to ſome proper rouſing Scripture , that 
ſuites their preſent caſc. And ſometimes by ſuffering 
them to fall into fome new fin , which ſhall awaken 
all their former troubles again , and put a new effi. 
cacy and activity into the Conſcience. The world 
is full of Inſtances in all theſe caſes , and becauſe 
moſt Chriſtians have experience of theſe things in 
themſelves, it will be needleſs. to recite them here. 
Search but a few years back, and you may re- 
member , that according to this Account (atleaſt, in 
ſome particulars) Providence ordered the matter 
with you. Have you not found ſome rod or other 
prepared by Providence, to rouze you out of your 
ſecurity ? Why this is fo common a thing with 
Chriſtians , that they many timcs preſage an affliction 
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coming from the frames they find their own 
hearts in, 

(2.) Itgivesalſo great aſliſtance to the work of the 
Spirit upon the ſoul. by ordering , ſupporting , reliey- 
ing and cheering means, to prop up and comfort the 
ſoul , when it is over-burthened , and ready to ſink in 
the deeps of troubles. I remember Mr. Bolton gives 
us one Inſtance which fits both theſe caſes, the re- 
viving of convittions , and ſeaſonable ſupports in the 
deeps of troubles, Anditisofa perſon = by convi- 
&tions had been fetcht off from his wicked companions, 
and entered into a reformed courſe of life ; but after 
this , through the inticement of his old companions , 
the ſubtility of Satan, and corruption of his own heart, 
did again relapſe into the wayes of ſin. Then was 
Providentially brought to his view that Scripture , 
Prov. 1. 24 , 25, 26, &c. this renewed' his trouble; 
yca , aggravated it to a greater height than ever : in- 
ks. 5-4 he could ſcarcely think (as it ſeems by the 
relation) his ſin could be pardoned. But in this 
plunge , that Text Luke 17. 4. was preſented to him, 
which ſweetly ſetled him in a ſure and glorious 
peace. 

Nor can we here forget that miraculous work of 
Providence, ina time of great extremity , which was 
wrought for that good Gentlewoman Mrs. Honeywood, 
(and is fomewhere mentioned by the ſame Author ) 
who under a deep and ſad deſertion , refuſed and put 
off all comfort , ſeeming to deſpair utterly of the grace 
and mercy of God. A worthy Miniſter being one day 
with her , and reaſoning againſt her deſperate conc)u- 
fions, ſhe took a Venice-glaſs from the Table , and 
{aid , Sir, I amasſureto be damned, as this glaſs 
is tobe broken ; and therewith threw it forcibly to the 
eround ; but tothe aſtoniſhment of both , the glaſs 
remained whole and ſound , which the Miniſter taking 
np with admiration , rebuked her preſumption , and 


ſheweth her what a wonder Providence had wrought 
for her ſatisfaftion , and it greatly altered the temper of 
ker mind, O how unſearchable are his waycs! and his 
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aths paſt finding out ! Lo, theſeare part ofhiswaycs; 


ut how ſmall a portion do we know of him ? 


— 


Nd now ſuffer me to expoſtulate a little with 

thy ſoul Reader, haſt thou been duly ſenſi. 
ble of thy obligation to Providence , for this incſtima- 
ble favour ? O what hath it done for thee! there are 
divers kinds of mercies conyeyed to men by the hand of 
Providence , but none like this: inall the Treaſury of 
its benefits, none 15 found like this. Did it caſt thee 
into the way of Converſion , and order the means and 
occaſions of it for thee , when thou little thoughteſt of 
any ſuch thing ? How dear and ſweet , ſhould there- 
membrance of it be to thy ſoul! Methinks it ſhould 
aſtoniſh and melt you every time you refle& upon it. 
Such Mercies ſhould never grow ſtale, or look like 
common things to you : for do but ſeriouſly contider 
the following particulars. 

How ſurprixi8the mercy was, which it performed 
foryouin thatday. Providence had a deſign upon 
you , for your eternal good , which you underſtood 
not. Thetime of mercy was now fally come ; the 
Decree was now ready to bring forth that mercy, with 
which it had gone big from Eternity , and its gracious 
deſign muſt be executed by the hand of Providence , 
ſo far as concerned the external means and inſtru. 
ments: and how aptly did it cauſe all things to fall 
in with that deſign,though you knew not the meaning 
ofit? Look overall the before mentioned Examples, 
and you ſhall ſce the bleſſed work of Converſion be- 
gun upon thoſe ſouls, when they minded it no more, 
than Saul did a Kingdom , that morning he went out 
to ſeek his Fathers Aſſes, 1 Sam. 9.3, 20, Provi- 
dence might truly have (aid to you in that day,as Chritt 
ſaid to Peter, John 13.7. 1Vhat 1 do thou knoweſt no: 
now , but hereafter thou ſhalt know it. Gods thoughts 
are not as our thonghts; but as the Heavens are higher 
than the Earth, ſo are his thoughts higher than ours , and 
hs wages than ourwayes. Little did Zacheres rnink , 
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when he climbed up into the Sycamore-tree , to fee 
Chriſt as he paſſed that way , what a deſign of mercy 
Chriſt had upon him, who tock thence the occaſion of 
becoming both his Gueſt and Savioar, Luk. 19. 5,6,7,8. 
And as little did ſome of you think , what the aim of 
Providence was, when you went (ſome out of cu. 
ſtom , others out of curioſity , if not worſe enls) to 
hear ſuch a Sermon. O how Rupentions are the wayes 
of God! 

What a diſtinguiſhing and ſcaſonable mercy was 
uſher'd in by Providence in that day. It brought you 
to the means of ſalvation in a good hour. At that very 
nick oftime, when the Argel troubled the Waters, 
you were brought to the Pool; to allude to that, 
Tohn 5.4. Now the accepted day was come, the 
Spirit was in the Ordinance, or Providencethat con- 
verted you , and you were ſet in the way ofit. It may 
be, you had heard many hundred Sermons before, 
but nothing would ſtick till now , becauſe the hour 
was not come. The Lorddid , afit were, call inthe 
Word for ſuch a man , ſuch a woman ; and Provi. 
dence ſaid, Lord, herc he is, 1 have brought him 
before thee. There were many others under that Ser. 
mon,that received no ſuch mercy. You your ſelves had 
heard many before , but not to that advantage , as it is 
Aid, Luke 4. 27. There were many Lepers in 1ſrae! in 
the dayes of Elizeus, but to none of them was the Prophet 
ſent, ſave unto Naaman the Syrian.So there were many 
poor unconverted ſouls belide you under the Word 
that day, and it may be, to none of them was ſalvation 
{ent rhat day, but toyou. O bleſſed Providence , that 
tet you in the way of mercy at'that time! 

What a weighty and important mercy wat Provi- 
dentially dire&cd to your ſouls that day. There are 
mercies of al ſizes and kinds in the hands of Providence 
to diſpenſe to the ſons of men: itsleft hand isfull of 
bleſlings, as well as its right. It hath health and 
riches , honours and plcaſures, as well as Chriſt 
an! Salvation to diſpenſe. The world is full of its 
{eji kand fayours; bur the bleſſings of its right hand 
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are inyaluably precious , and few there be that receiye 
them. It doth thouſands of kind offices for men ; bur 
among them all , this isthe chicteſt, to lead and dirett 
them to Chriſt. For conſider , | 

( 1.) Of all mercies, this comes through moſt and 
orcateſt difhculties, Eph. 1. 19, 20. 

( 2.) Thisis a ſpiritual mercy , excelling in dignity 
of nature all others, more than gold excels the dirt 
under your feet , Rev. 3.18. One ſuch gift, is worth 
thouſands of other mercies. 

( 3.) This is a wercy immediately flowing out of 
the fountain of Gods eletting love, a mercy never dropt 
into any, but an Ele& Veſlel, 1 Thefſ. 1. 4, 5. 

(4.) Thisisa mercy , that infallibly ſecures Salya- 
tion ; for as we may argue from Converſion to Ele. 
ion, looking back, ſo from Converſion to Salva- 
tion, looking forward, Heb. 6. 9. 

( 5s.) Laſtly, "This isan Eternal mercy, that which 
will ſtick by you, when Father, Mother, Wite , Chil- 
dren, Eate, Honours, Health' and Lite ſhall fail thee, 
John 4. 14. 

O therefore ſet a ſpecial Mark upon that Providence, 
that ſet you in the way of this mercy.It hath performed 
that for thee, which all the Miniſters on Earth , and 
Angelsin Heaven could neyer have performed. This 
isa Mercy, that puts weight and value into the ſmalleſt 
Circumſtance that relates to it. 


The Fifth Performance of Providence. 


V. 


"_—O_ you hear, how inſtrumental Providence hath 

been, in ordering the Means and Occaſions of 

the greateſt Mercics for your fouls. Let us now take p,gyigen. 
into conſideration , another excellent Performance of tial per- 
Providence reſpecting the good of your bodies and forman- 
ſouls too , in reſpett of that 1mployment and Calling he vith 
it hath ordefed for 30u inthis world; forit hath not 5*P<6:. 10 


only Calling. 


(1.) 


(2) 
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only an Eyc upon your well being in the world to come, 
but upon your well being in this worldalſo ; and that 
very much depends upon the Station and Yocationto 
which it calls you. 

Now the Providence of God with reſpe& to our 
civil Callings, may be diſplayed yery takingly in the 
following particulars. 

In directing you to a Calling in your Youth , and 
not ſuffering you to live an idle, uſcleſs and ſinful 
life, as many do, who are but burthens to the Earth, 
fruges conſumere nati , the Wens of the body polirick, 
ſerving only to disfigure and drein it , to cat what 
others earn. Sin brought in ſweat , Gen. 3. 19. but 
now , not to ſweat increaſethſin, 2 Theſs. 3. 12. He 
that lives idly, cannot live honeſtly ; as is plainly 
enough intimated , 1 Theſs. 4. 11, 12. But when God 
puts men into a lawful Calling, wherein the labours 
of their hands or heads is ſufficient for them , it isa 
very valuable mercy : tor thereby they eat their own 
bread, 2 Thefl. 3. 12. Many a ſad Temptation is hap- 
pily prevented; and they are ordinarily furniſhed by 
it , for works of mercy to others, and ſurely it is more 
bleſſed to give, than to receive. 

In ordering you to ſuch Callings and Imployments 
inthe world, asarc, notonly lawful in themſelves, 
but moſt ſuitable to you. There be many perſons im- 
ployed in ſimmful Trades and Arts, meerly to furniſh 
other mens luſts: they do not only fin in their Im- 
ployments; but their very Imployments are ſinful : 
they trade for Hell, and are Factors for the Devil. 
Demetrius and the Crafts-men at Epheſus , got their 
Eſtates by makeing Shrines tor Diana, Adts 19. 24,25. | 
(4. e.) little caſes, or boxes with folding leaves, within 
which the Image of that Idol fate enſhrined. Theſe 
were carried about by the People in Procetſion , in 
honour of their Idol. And at this day , how many 
wicked Arts and Imployments are there invented, 
(and mujlritudes of perſons maintained by them) 


meerly to gratifie the pride and wantonnefs of a de- 
bauched aze ? 


Now 
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Now to have an honeſt lawful imployment, 

wherein you do not diſhonour God in benefiting your 
ſelves, is no ſmall mercy. 

But if it be not only lawful in it ſelf, but ſuited to 
your geni«s and ſtrength , there is a double mercy in it. 
Some poor Creatures are engaged in Callings , that 
eat up their time and ſtrength , and make their lives 
very uncomfortable to them : they haye not only 
ſpending and waſting Imploymentsin the world ; but 
fuch as allow them little or no time for their general 
Calling : and yet all this doth but keep them pol theirs 
alive. Oh therefore , if God have fitted you with an 
honeſt lmployment , wherein you haveleſs toil than 
others, and more time for Heayenly Exerciſes, aſcribe 
this benefit to the ſpecial care of Providence for you. 

In ſetling you in ſuch an Iniployment and Calling 
in the wall as poſlibly neither your ſclvesnor Pa- 
rents could ever expe you ſhould arrive to. There 
are among us ſuch perſuns, as on this account are 
lignally obliged to Divine Providence. God hath put 
them into ſuch a way, as neither they nor their Parents 
ever projected. For, look as the Flower-de-luce in the 
Compaſs, turns now this way, then that way , and 
ncver ceaſes moving , till it ſettle to the North point ; 
juſt ſo it is in our ſetlement in the world. A Child is 
now deſigned for this, then for that, but at laſt ſetles in 
that way of ay 01 mag which Providence deſigned 
him to. How ſtrangely are things wheeled about by 
Providence! not what we, or our Parents, but what 
God deſigned ſhall take place. Amos was very meanly 
—— at firſt, but God deſigned him for a more 
honourable and comfortable Calling , .4mos 7.14,1 5. 
David followed the Ewes , and likely never raifed his 
thoughts to higher things in the dayes ofhis youth ; 
but God made him the Royal Shepherd of a better 
flock , Pſalm 78.70, 71. Peterand Andrew were im- 
ployed as Fiſher-men , but Chriſt calls them from that 
to an higher Calling, Matth. 4. 18, 19. to be fiſhers of 
men. Pereus when he was fourteen years old , was by 
the inſtigation of his Step-mother , placcd with an 
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Apothecary ; but Providence ſo wrought , that he 
was taken off from that , and fitted forthe Miniſtry ; 
wherein he became a fruitful and emiment Inſtrument 
to the Church. James Andreas was by reaſon of his 
Fathers inability to keep him at School, deſigned for a 
Carpenter ; but was atterwards by the perſwaſion of 
friends, and aſliſtance of the Church-ſtock ſent to 
Stutgard , and thence to the Univerſity, and ſo arrived 
to a very eminent ſtation of ſervice to the Church. A 
maſter builder Oecolampadius was by his Father de- 
ſigned for a Merchant; but his Mother by earneſt en. 
treaties, prevailed to keep him at School: and this 
Man was a bleſſed Inſtrument in the reformation of 
Religion. I might eaſily cite multitudes of ſuch In- 
ſtances ; but a taſte may ſuffice. 

In ſecuring your Eſtates from ruine, Job 1. 10. Haſt 
thou not made an hedge about him, and all that he hath ? 
This is the Encloſure of Providence , which ſecures to 
us , what by its favour we acquire in the way of honeſt 
induſtry. 

In making your Calling ſufficient for you. It was 
the prayer of Moſes for the Tribe of Judah, Exod.33.7. 
Let his hands be ſufficient for him: and it is no ſmall 
mercy , if yours be ſo to you. Some there be that have 
work , but not ſtrength to go through withit ; others 
have ſtrength , but no imployment for it. Some have 
hands, and work forthem ; but it's not ſufficient for 
them and theirs. If Gud bleſs your labours, ſo asto 
give you and yours neceſlary ſupports , and comfort in 
the world by it, it's a choice Providence , and with all 
thankfulneſsto be acknowledged. 


= — 


Objet. 1, Objcd. 1, T* any that fear God ſhall complain, 


| That although they have a Calling, 
yet it is an hard and labsrious one , which takes up too 
much of their time , which they would gladly imply in 
other , aid better work, |] avulwer, 


(1.) It'slike , the Wiſdom of Providence forc ſaw 
this 
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this to be the moſt ſuitable and proper Imployment 
for you ; and if you had orSpne”a0%, rat ou might 
have more temptations than now you have the 
ſtrength and time which is now taken up in your daily 
labours, wherein you ſerve God , might otherwayes 
have been ſpent upon ſuch luſts wherein you might 
baye ſerved the Devil. 

( 2.) Hereby it may be, yourhealth is the better 
preſerved , and natural retreſhments made the ſweeter 
toyou, Ecclef. 5.12. The ſleep of a labouring man is 
ſweet to him, whether he eat little or much : but the 
abundance of the rich, will not ſuffer him to ſleep. 

(3.) And as tothe ſervice of God , it your hearts 
be ſpiritual, you may enjoy much Communion with 
God in your very Imployments, and you have ſome 
intervals and reſpits for that purpoſe. Have you not 
more ſpare hours, than you imploy to that end ? 
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ObjeR. 2. BY” all my lahours will ſcarcely ſuffice, 

to procure me and mine the Neceſſaries 
oflife. I am ke ae” at and low to what others are ; and 
this is a ſad affliftion. 


Though the Wiſdom of Providence hath ordered 
you a lower, and poorer condition than others, yet 
( 1.) Conſider how many there be that are lower 
than you in the world : you have bur little of the 
world ; yet others haveleſs. Read the deſcription of 
thoſe perſons, Job 30. 4, &c, ( 2.) It God have 
given you but a finall portion of the world; vetif you 
be godly , he hath promiſed never to torſake you, 
Heb. 13.5. ( 3.) Providence hath ordered that con- 
dition for you , which is really beſt for your eterna! 
g00d. If you had more of the world than you have , 
your had and hearts might not be able to manage ir 
to your advantage. A ſmall Boat mult have but a nar- 
row Sail. You have not wanted hitherto the neceſla- 
ries of life, and are commanded , having food and 
rayment (though none of the fineſt) to be therewith 
content. 


0bjefi, 2, 


Sol. 
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content. Alittle that a righteous man hath , is better 
than the riches of many wicked , Pſal. 37. 16. betterin 
the Acquiſition, ſweeter in the Fruition, and more 
comfortable inthe Account. 

Well then, if Providence hath ſo diſpoſed of you 
all , that you can cat your own bread , and ſoadyan- 
tagiovſly direfted ſome of you to imployments , that 
afford not only neceſlaries for your ſclvesand families, 
but an overplus for works of mercy to others, and all 
this brought about for you ina way you did not pro- 
jet ; let God be owned , and honoured in this Proyi- 
dence. Will you not henceforth call him , My Father, 
the Guide of my youth? asitis Jer. 3.4. Surcly, it was 
the Lord that guided you to ſetle as you did in thoſe 
dayes of your youth: You reapat this day , and may 
to your laſt day , the fruits of thoſe early Proyidences 
in your youth. 


__— 


N Ow ſcethat you walk anſwerably to the obliga- 
tions of Providence in this particular ; and ſee to 


itin the fear of God , that you abuſe not = of thoſe 


things to hz di/honour, which he hath wrought for your 
comfort. To preyent which , I will here drop a 
few needful Cautions , and ſhut up this parti- 
cular. 


1. Caution Be not Nlothful and idlein your Vocations, It's ſaid, 


2,Caution 


Auguſtus built an Apragapols,a City void of buſineſs; 
but I am ſure God never ereted any City , Town or 
Family to that end. The Command to Adam , Gen. 3. 
19. nodoubt reaches all his poſterity : and Goſpel- 
Commands back and ſecond it upon Chriſtians , Rom. 
12.11. and 1 Theſſ. 4. 11. It you be negligent , you 
cannot be innocent. And yet, 

Be not ſo intent upon your particular Callings, as to 
make them interfere with your general Calling. Be- 
ware you loſe not your God in the Crowd and hurry of 
Earthly buſineſs. Mind that ſolemn warning, 1 Tim. 
G. 9. But they that will be rich fall into Temptation, 


«nd e ſnare, and into many fooliſb and hurtful _> 7 
i 


which 
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which drown men in deſtruftion and perdition. The in- 
habitants of O Enoc , a dry Iſland near Athens, beſtow- 
ed much labourto draw in a Riverto waterit , and 
make it fruitful; but when the Sluces were opened, 
the waters flowed ſo abundantly , that it overflowed 
the Ifland , and drowned the Inhabitants. The appli- 
cation is obvious. It wasan excellent ſaying of Seneca, 
rebus non me trado , ſed commodo. 1don't give , but 
lend my ſelfto buſinels. 

Remember alwayes , the ſucceſs of your Callings 
and earthly Imployments is by Divine blefling, not 
humane diligence alone ; Deut. $. 18. Thou ſhalt re- 
member the Lord thy God ; for it « he that giveth thee 
power to get wealth, The Devil himſelf was ſo far Or- 
thodox , asto acknowledge it, Job 1.10. Haſt not 
Thou made an hedge about him, and about his houſe, and 
about all that he hath on every ſide? Thou haſt bleſſed 
the work of his hands, &c. Recommend therefore your 
affairs to God by prayer » according to Plal. 37.4, 5. 
Delight thy ſelf alſo in the Lord , and he ſhall give tbee 
the Elves 4 thine heart. Commit thy way unto the 


'| Lord; truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs. 


And touch not with that which you cannot recommend 
to God by Prayer for a bleſling. 

Be well ſatisfied in that Station and Imployment in 
which Providence hath placed you; and do not fo 
much as wiſh your ſelves in another , 1 Cor. 7. 20. 
Let every man abide in the ſame Calling,wherein he was 
called. Providence is wiſcrthan you and may be con. 
fident hath ſuited all things better to your Eternal good, 


than you could do , had you been left to your own 
Option. 


CH ——— 


— 


The Sixth Performance of Providence. 
V I. 


f acc you ſce, the care Proyidence hath had oyer 
you in your youth, in reſpec of that Ciyil lmploy- 
ment to which it guided us in thoſe dayes. 


We 


3. Caution 


4.Caution 


Frovider- We will in the next place conſider it as our Guide, 
2 PEr- and the Orderer of our Relations for us. That Provi- 
ormances © get 
with re- dence hath a ſpecial hand in this matter, is evident 
ſpe& ro both from Scripture aſſertions, and the acknowledge- 
our Civil ments of holy men, who in thar great concernment 
Relations: of their lives , have till owned, and acknowledged the 
direing hand of Providence. Take an inftance of 
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both. The Scripture plainly aflerts the Cominion of of 
Providence over this affair in Prov. 19. 14. 4 prudent 

Wife is from the Lord : and Proy. 18. 22. 14 hoſo findeth | 
a life, findetha good thing , and obtaineth favour of | 
the Lord. So for Children, fee Pſal. 127. 3. Lo, Chil- 
dren are an heritage of the Lord; and the fruit of the 
Womb i« his reward. 

And it hath ever been theprac'ce of holy men, to 
ſeck the Lord tor direQtion and counſel, when they 
have been upon the change of their condition. No 
doubt but Abraham's encouragement in that caſe was 
the fruit of prayer , Cen. 24. 7. His pious ſervant alſo, 
who was imployed in that affair , did both earneſtly 
ſeek counſel of God , Gen 24. 12. and thankfully ac- 
knowledge his gracious Providence in guiding it, 
Fer. 26, 27. 

The ſame we may obſerve in Children , the fruit of 
marriage, 1 Sam. 1. 20. Luke 1. 13,14. Now the 
Providence of God may be divers wayes diſplayed for 
the engadging of our hearts in love tothe God of our 
mercies. 

( 1.) Thereis very much of Providence ſcen in ap. 
pointing the Parties each for other. In this, the Lord 
goes oftentimes beyond our thoughts and projeQtions; 
yea, and oftentimes croſſes mens deſires and deſigns to ' 
their great advantage. Not what they fancy ; but what | 
his infinite wiſdom judges beſt , and moſt beneficial | 
for them takes place. Hence it is, that probabilities are £ 
ſo often daſhed; and things remote and utterly im- | 
probable are brought about , in very ſtrange and un- 

/ accountable methods of Providence, 
\ (2.) There is much of Providence ſeen in the har- 
Tony and agreeablcuets of tempers and ons, 
| rom 
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from whence a very great par: of the tranquillity and 
comforts of our lives reſults: or atleaſt , though na- 
tural tempers and educations did not ſo much harmo- 
nize before , yet they do ſo after they come under the 
Ordinance of God, Gen. 2. 24. They two /hall be one 
fleſh , not one only in reſpett of Gods inflirution, but 
one inreſpeR of love and affetion , that thoſe who ſo 
larely were meer ſtrangers to each other, arenow 
endearcd to a degree beyond the neareſt relations in 
blood. Vide ſupra, For this cauſe ſball 4 man leave 
Father and Mother , and ſhall cleave to his Wife , and 
they two ſhall be one fleſh. 

( 3.) But eſpecially , Providence is remarkable , 
in making one inſtrumental to the eternal good of the 
other, 1 Cor. 7. 16. How knoweſt thou, O Wife, but 
thou maiſt ſave thy Husband? or how knoweſt thou, O 
Man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Wife ? Hence is that 
wow Exhortation to the Wivyes of on decay Huſ- 

nds , 1 Pet. 3. 1, to winthem by their converſation, 
which ſhould be to them in ſtead of an ordinance. 

Or if both be gracious, then what ſingular aſſiſtance 
and mutual help is hereby gained to the furtherante of 
their Eternal good ? Whilſt they live together as 
Heirs of the grace of life, 1 Pet. 3.7. O bleſſed Provi. 
dence! that dire&ed ſuch into fo intimate relation on 
Earth , who ſhall inherit together the common Salva. 
tion in Heaven! 

(4.) How much of Providence is ſeen in Children 
the fruit of Marriage? To have any Poſterity inthe 
Earth, and not be left altogether asa dry tree : To 
have comfort and joy in them, isa ſpecial Providence, 
importing a ſpecial mercy tous. To havethe breaches 
made upon our Families repaired, isa Providence to 
be owned with a thankful heart. When God ſhall ay 
toaman, as he ſpeaks in another caſe to the Chureh, 
Ifa. 49. 20. The Children which thou ſhait have after 
thou haſt loſt the other, ſhall ſay again in thine ears, the 
place is to ſtrait for me, &c. 

And theſe Providences will appear more affcRingly 
{weet and loyely to you , it you but compare 

its 
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its allotments to you, with what it hathallotted to 
many others in the world. For do but look abroad, 
and you ſhall find , 

( 1. ) Multitudes uncqually yoked , to the imbit. 
tering of their lives, whoſe Relations are clogs and 
hinderances {both in Temporals and Spirituals. Yea , 
we find an account in Scripture of gracious perſons , a 

reat part of whoſe comfort in this world hath been 
Folit upon this Rock. Abigail was a diſcreet and ver- 
#x0us Woman, but very unſuitably matched to a chur= 
liſh Nabal ; ſee 1 Sam. 25. 25. Whata temptation te 
the negle& of a known duty, provelty upon the re- 
nowned Moſes , by the means of Zipporab his Wife ? 
Exod. 4. 24, 25. David had his ſcoffing Michal, 
2 Sam. 6. 20. And patient Job no ſmall additionta 
all his other affliftions, from the wife ofhis boſom, 
who ſhould bave beena ſupport to him in the day of 
his trouble , Job 19, 17. 

Nodoubt , but God ſanfifies ſuch rods to his Peo- 
ples good. If Socrates knew how to improve hisaf- 
flition in his Zantippe, to the increaſe of his patience z 
much more will they who converſe with God under 
all Providences, whether ſweet or bitter. Nevertheleſs 
this muſt be acknowledged to be a ſad ſtroke upon any 

rſon , and ſuch as maims them upon the working 

and, by unfitting them for duty, 1 Pex. 3. 7. and cuts 
off much of the comfort of life alſo. 

( 2.) How many atethere, who neyer enjoy the 
comfortable fruits of Marriage ? but are denyed the 
ſight, at leaſt, the enjoyment of Children, Jer.22. 30, 
Thus ſaith the Lord , write this man Childleſs, &c. or 
if they have Children, yet cannot enjoy them , Hoſea 
9.12. Though they bring up Children, yet will I bereave 
them, that there ſhall not be a manleft ; who only 
bear for the grave , and have their expeFations raiſed 
for a greater affliction to themſelyes. 

(3.) And it is no rare or unuſual thing to 
ſee Children and near Relations the greateſt In- 
truments of affliftion to their Parents and Friends : 

ſo that after all their other ſorrows and troubles 
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in the World , neareſt Relations bring up the rear of 


ſorrows (as One ſpeaks) and proye pou gricis ws de. F C. 
ave;complaine 


any other. O how mamy Parents 


with the Tree inthe Fable, that their yery hearts haye 1/4606. 


been rived afunder with thoſe Wedges that were cut 
out of their own bodies? What a griefwas Eſauto 
Iſaac and Rebecka ? Gen. 26. 34, 35. What a ſcourge 
were Abſalom and Amnon to David ? 

Well then , if God have ſet the ſolitary in Families, 
asit is Pſal.68. 6. built an houſe for the deſolate,given 
you comfortable relations, which are ſprings of daily 
comfort and refreſhment to you , you are upon many 
accounts engaged to walk anſwerably to theſe gra- 
cious Proyidences. And that you may und 
wherein that decorum and agrecable comportment 
with theſc Providences conſiſts, take up the ſenſe of 
your duty in theſe brief hints. 

{ 1.) Aſcribe to God the glory ofall thoſe Provi- 
dential works which yield you comfort. You ſee a 
wiſe, direfting , governing Providence , which hath 
diſpoſed and ordered all things beyond your own pro- 
jeas and deſigns. The way of man is not in himſelf, 
wor is it in him that walketh to dire his own ſteps, 
Jer. 10, 23. Not what you projefted , but whatan 
higher counſel than yours determined, is come to pals. 
Good Jacob when God had made him the Father of a 
Family, admired God in the mercy , Gen. 32. 10. 
With my ſtaff (faid he) I paſſed over this Jordan , and 
now I am become two bands, And how doth this mercy 
humble and melt him ? I ans not worthy of the leaſt of 
all the mercies, and of all the zruth , whith thou baſt 
ſhewed unto thy ſervant. 

Be exact indiſcharging the duties of thoſe Relations 


\.which ſo gracious a Providence hath led you into. 


Abuſe not the effects of ſo much mercy and love to 
you. The Lord expeQts praiſe , where ever you have 
comfort. This aggravated David's ſin , that he ſhould 
dare to abuſe ſo great love and mercy , as God had 
ſhewn him in his Family Relations, 2 Sam. 12. 7, 8, 9. 

Improye Relations to the end Proyidence deſigned 
cm. 


(1.) 


(2.) 


(3.) 
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them. Walk together as Co-heirs of the grace of lifch c 
ſtudy to be mutual bleſlings tro cach other : ſo walk id ( 
your Relations , that the parting day may be (wee © 
Death will ſhorily break up the Family ; and then nod 3 
thing but the ſenſe of duty diſcharged , or the negledg 7 
pardoned, will give comfort. f 
e 
_ OT my 
The Seventh Performance of Providence. n 
T 

VIL 


Provider - Ou have heard how well Providence hath pe 
pon A 5 milies, who once were ſolitary. Now let us in the nex 


place view another gracious performance of Proyi 
dence for us, in making proviſion /rom time to tini®” 
for us and our Families. 1 the rather put theſe Proyi 
dences together in this place , becauſe I find the Scripf 
ture doth ſo, Pſalm 107. 41. He ſetteth the poor 
high from affliftion , and maketh him families lik 
a flock, 
ox know the Promiſes God hath made to 
People , Pal. 34.10. The young Lions ſhall lack 
and ſuffer hunger ; but they that jeekthe Lord , /h 
not want any good thing. And have you not alſo ſee 
the conſtant performance of it ? Cannot you giveth 
ſame anſwer , - if the ſame queſtion were propound 
to you that the Diſciples did , Luke 22. 35. Since 
ſent you forth , lacked yeany thing? and they ſai 
nothing. Canye nct with Joes, call him, the God th 
fed you all your life long ? Gen. 48. 15. Surely he hath 
given bread to them that fear him , and been ever min 
ful of his Covenant, Pla). 111. 5s. | 
To diſplay this Providence , . we will conſider it if 
the followiag particulars. k 
( 1.) The aſ{iduity and conſtancy of the care of Pre 4; 
vidence for the Saints, Lam. 3. 23. His mercies ar 
new every morning. It is not the ſupply of one or twe 
preſſing needs, but all your wants, as they grow " 
a1 
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day to day through all your dayes, Gen. 48. 15. The 
if God that fed me all my life long. The care of Provi- 
«f dence runs parallel with the line of life. See Ifa. 46. 
3, 4 Hearken unto me , Ohouſe of Jacob, audall the 
of remnant of the houſe of Iſrael , which are Lorn by me 
from the belly , which are carryed from the Womb : and 
even t0 yaur old age I am he , and even to hoar hairs will 
*[Icarry you: Ihavemade, and I will bear, even 1 will 
carry , and will deliver you. So that as God bid 1/- 
rael , Micah 6. 5. to remember from Shittim unto Gil. 

al , that they might know the faithfulneſs of the Lord , 
b would I perſwade thee, Reader, to record the 
_{wayes of Providence , from firſt to laſt, throughout 
thy whole courſe to this day , that thou maiſt ſee what 

Ja God he hath been to thee. 

(2.) The ſcaſonableneſs , and opportuneneſs of its 
proviſions for them : for ſo runs the promiſe , Ifa. 41. 
$17. When the pooy and needy ſeek water , and there 5s 
cig10ne, and their tongue faileth for thirſt , I the Lord will 
» pear them , I the God of Iſrael will not forſake them 
142d ſo hath the performance ofit been, And this hath 

deen made good to diſtreſſed Saints ſometimes in a 
zore ordinary way , God ſecretly bleſling a little , and 
x Fmnaking it ſufficient for us and ours: Job tells us of the 
7 ſecret of God upon his Tabernacle, Job 29.4. (4.e.) 
is ſecret bleſſing is in their Tabernacles ; by reaſon 
Þv hereof it is that they ſubliſt ; but it isin an unaccoun- 
Sable way that they doſo. And ſometimes in an ex- 
aordinary way it breaks forth for their ſupply. So you 
ndin 2 Kings 17. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, the Cruſe and 
Barrel fail not. | 
Mr. Samuel Clarke, in the Life of that painful and 7-,,, 
umble ſervant of Chriſt Mr. John Fox , records a me - Lives, ot. 
orable Inſtance of Providence , and it is this. That 1- + 342- 
.. Þwards the end of King Henry the Eighth his Reign he 
entto London , where he quickly ſpent thar' little his 
eqFicnds had given him , orhe had acquired by his own 
Pligence, and began to be ingreat want. Asone 
waſp) he fate in Paul's Church , ſpent with long faſting , 
countenance thin , and his eyes hollow , after the 
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day 
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vhatliul manuci of dying men , every one ſhunninga 
SpeQacle of ſo much horror : There came one to him, 
whom he had never ſeen before, andthruſt an untuld 
ſumm of money into his hand , bidding him , be of 
good cheer , and accept that ſmall gift in good part 
from his Countrey-man; and that he ſhould make 
much of himſelf, for that within a few dayes new ho» 
pes were at hand , and a more certain condition of 
livellhood. Thtee dayes aftcr the Dutches of Rich 
0nd ſent for him to live in her houſe , and be Tut 
tothe Earl of Suyrey's Children , then under her care 
Mr. Iſaac Ambroſea worthy Divine, whoſe labour 
have made him acceptable to his generation, in his 
Epiſtle to the Earl of Bedford prefixcd to his Laſt things 
vives a pregnant Inſtance in his own caſe ; his wore 
are theſe ; For mine own part (faith he) however tht 
Lord hath ſeen cauſe to give me but a poor pittance 
outward things , for which I bleſs his name ; yet in th 
Income thereof, I have many times obſerved ſo much 0 
his peculiar Providence, that thereby they have bee 
very much ſweetned, and my heart hath been raiſed 1 
admire his grace. When of late under an hard diſpen 
zion (which I judge not meet t0 mention) wherein I ſuf 
ered conſcienciouſly) all ſlreams of wonted ſupplye 
being ſtopt , the waters of relief for my ſelf and famil 
«1d hs : Iwent tobed with ſome ſtaggerings a 
doubtings of the Fountains letting out it ſelf for our re 
freſbing : but &re 1did awake in the morning , a Lt! 
zer was brought to my bed ſide , which was ſrgned b 
choice friend Mr. Anthony Aſh , which reported ſo 


unexpetted breakings out of Gods goodneſs for my com 


fort. Theſe are ſome of his lines Your God w! 
hath given you an heart thankfully to record your expt 
riences of hzs goodneſs , doth renew experiences for yo 
encourdgement. Now I ſhall report one, which will rai) 
your ſpirit toward the God of your mercies. Whereupd 
he ſweetly concludes, One morſel of Gods proviſzot 
eſpecially when it comes in unexpeted,aud upon pray 
when wants are moſt, will be more ſweet to a fir 
reliſh, than all former enjoyments were, 


(3.) 
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Y | (3.) The Wiſdom of Providence in our proviſions. 
14} And this is diſcoyered in two things : (1.) In propor- 
of} tioning the quantity , not ſatisfying cur extrayagaut 
rt} wiſhes , but anſwering our real needs; conſulting our 
ke wants , not our Pautonneſs , Phil. 4. 19. My God ſtall 
0.) ſupply all your wants , and this hath exaRly ſuited the 
withes of the beſt and wifeſt men, who deſired ne 
che# more atits hand. So Jacob, Gen. 28. 20. and Agur,, 
tort Prov. 30. 8, 9. Wiſe Providence conſiders our con- 
we; dition.as i) Ang and Strangers , and ſo allots the Via- 
mnt ticum proviſion, that is needful for our paſſage home. 
big} It knows the miſchievous influence of fulneſs and re- 
125.) dundancy upon moſt men, though ſantified; and how 
»rdg apt it is to make'them remiſs , and forgetful of God , 
th& Dent. 6.12, that their hearts , like the Moon, ſuffers 
e of an Eclipſe when it isat the full ; and fo ſuits and orders 
 th& alltotheir beſt adyantage. (2.) Its Wiſdom is much 
-þ off diſcovered in the manner of diſpenſing our portion to 
bee us. It many times ſuffers our wants to pinch hard, and 
4 1h many fearsto ariſe , out of deſign to magnikie the care 
and love of God in the ſupply, Deut. 8. 3. Providence 
I {uſt ſo orders the caſe, that faith and prayer coming betwixr 
ply our wants and appyes » the goodneſs of God may be 
«milf the more mogul cd in our eyes thereby. 
 an8 And now let me beg you to conſider the good hand 
y re} of Providence, that hath provided for , and ſuitably 
1 Leth ſupplyed you and yours all your dayes, and never failed 
by & you hitherto : and labour to walk ſuitably to your ex- 
| ſons periences of ſuch mercies. In order whereunto , Ict 
} comp me preſs a few ſuitable Cautions upon you. 
4 whh Beware , that you forget not the care and kindneſs 
- exp of Providence which your eyes have ſeen in ſo many 
oy you! fruitsand experiences thereof, It was Gods charge 
11 rail 2gainſt Iſrael , Pſal. 106. 13. that they ſoon forgar his 
reupd} Wondrous works. A bad heart anda flippery memory, 
vilzon deprive men of the comfort of many mercics , and de- 
raye fraud God of the glory due for them. 
piri 


Thus they did, Pfa). 78. 20. Behold . he ſmote the rock, 


..) Ty #hat the waters gu/bed out , and the ſtreams overſtowed: 
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Do not diſtruſt Providence jn future exigencies. 
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(3.) 


(4) 


('s.) 


(6.) 
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64n he give bread alſo ; can he provide fleſh for his peo. 
ple? How unreaſonable and abfurd are theſe que. | 
ries of unbelict, cſpecially after their eyes had ſeen the | 
power of God in ſuch extraordinary effects ? | 
Do not murmur and regret under new ſtraits. © This 
is a vile temper ; and ve low incident to us, when 
wants preſs hard upon us! Ah! did we but rightly un.” 
derſtand what the demerit of ſinis , we would rather: 
admire the bounty of God, than complain of the 
ſtrait-handedneſs of Providence. And it we did but ( 
conſider, that there lyes upon God no obligation of! 
Juſtice or Gratitude to reward any of our duties , it” 
would cure our murmurs, Gen. 32. 10. 
Do not ſhew the leaſt diſcontent at the lot and por.' 
tion Providence carves out to you. O that you would: 
be well pleaſed and ſatisfied withall its appointments. 
Say as Pal. 16.6. The lines are fallen unto me in = 


ſant places ;, yea, 1 have a goodly heritage. _ 
that is beſt tor you , which Providence hath appointed,} 
and one day you your ſelves will judge it ſoto be. p 
Do not negle& Prayer when ſtraits befal you. You; 
ſce it's Proyidencediſpenſes all, you live upon it; there? 
fore apply your ſelves to God in the times of need” 
This is evidently included in the Promiſe , Ifa. 41. 17 
as well as expreſſed in the Command , Phil. 4. 6. Res 
member God, and he will not forget you. 
Do not diſtract your hearts with ſinful cares, Matth.. 
G6. 25, 26. Conſider the fowls of the Air , ( ſaith? 
Chriſt ) not the fowls at the Door , that are daily fed} 
by hand ; but thoſe of the Air , that know not where 
to have the next meal; and yet God provides for them. 
Remember your relation to Chriſt , and his engage 
ments by promiſe to you , and by theſe things work} 
your hearts to ſatisfa&tion and content with all the ab 
lotments of Proyidence. 
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The Eighth Performance of Providence. 
VIII. 


T2 next great advantage and mercy the Saints re- 
ccive from the hand of Providence, is in thety pre- 
ſervation from the ſnaves , and temptations of ſin, byits 
preventing care over them. That Providence wards off 
many a deadly ftroke ot Temptation , and puts by 


is a truth as maniteſt as the light that ſhineth. This is 
included in that promiſe, 1 Cor. 10. 13. God will 
with the temptation make a way to eſcape , that ye may 
be able to beay it. Providence gives an out-let for the 
ſouls eſcape , when ir is ſhut up into the dangerous 
ſtraits of Temptation. There are two eminent wayes 
whereby the force and cfhcacy of temptation is bro- 
kenin believers. One is by tht operation of internal 
grace, Gal. 5. 17. The 5pirit luſteth againſt the fleſh , 
ſo that ye cannot dothe things that ye would (z. e.) 
Santtifcation gives fin a aConying womb after it 
hath conceived in the ſoul. The other way , is by the 
external working of Providence; and of this I am here 
engaged ro ſpeak. 

The Providence of God is the great Obex and hinde- 
rance toa world of ſin, which elſe would break forth 
like an overflowing flood from our corrupt natures. 
It prevents abundance of ſin, which elſe wicked men 
would commit , Gen. 19. 11. The Sodomites were 
| ane", p_y their luſts : God providentially hin- 

ersit , by ſmiting them blind. Jeroboam intends to 
{mite the Prophet ; Providence interpos'd , and wi- 
ther'd kis arm, 1 Kings 13.4. Thus you ſee, when 
wicked men have contrived , and axe ready to execute 
their wickedneſs, Providence claps On its manacles , 
Ty their hands cannot perform their enterpriſes , as it is 

Job 5. 12. If; 
And ſo much corruption there remains in good 
D 3 men, 


Providen- 

tial perfor- 
mances in 
our preſer- 


vation 


from the 


many a mortal thruſt which Satan makes at our fouls , oe of 
empra- 


tion, 
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men, that they would certainly plunge themſelves un- * 
der much more guilt than they do , if Providence did * 
not take greater carc of them than they do of themſel- | 
ves: for though they make conſcience of keeping 
themſelyes, and daily watch their hearts and wayes, 
yet ſuch is the deccittulneſs of fin, that if Providence | 
did not lay blocks in their way, it would (more fre- i 
any than it doth) entangle and defile them. And * 
this is doth divers wayes. | 

( 1.) Sometimes by ſtirring up othersto interpoſe 
with ſcaſonable eounſcls, which effectually diflwade 
them from proſecuting an evil delign. Thus Abigail 
meets Pavidinthe nick of time, and diſlwades him 
from his evil purpoſe, 1 Sam. 25. 34. \ 

And 1 find it recorded (as on another account was | 
noted before) of that holy man Mr Dod, that being | 
late at night in his Study, he was ſtrongly ——— 
(though at an unſeaſonable hour) to viſit a Gentleman | 
ot his acquaintance ; and not knowing what might be | 
the deſign of Providence therein,he obeyed, and went; | 
when he came to the houſe , after a few knocks at the * 
door , the Gentleman himſelf came to him , and askt | 
him , whether he had any buſineſsto him : Mr. Dod | 
anſwered, no; but that he could not be quiet till he 
had ſeen him. O.' Sir, (reply'd the Gentleman,) you are | 
ſent of God at this hour , for juſt now (and with that, | 
takes the Halter out of his pocket, ) I was going to 
deſtroy my ſelf. And thus was the miſchief prevented. 

( 2.;) Sometimes by hindering the Means and In- 
ſtruments, whereby the Evil it ſclt is prevented, . Thus, | 
when gocd. Jehoſaphat had joyned himſelf with that - 
wicked King Ahaxziah , to build Ships at Exion-Gabey 
to goto Tar/bi/b , God prevents the deſign, by break. | 
ing the Ships with a ſtorm , as you read , 2 Chron. 20, , 
35, 36, 37. F 

We find alſo in the Life of Mr. Bolton , written by | 
Mr. Beg/haw , That whilſt he was in Oxford , he had 
familiax acquaintance with Mr. Anderton, a good 
Scholar, but a ſtrong Papiſf, who knowing Mr. ! 
Bolton's good parts, and perceiving that he was in | 


ſonic | 


IAC 
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ſome outward wants , took this advantage , and ufed 
many arguments to perſwade him to be reconciled to 
thc Church of Rome, and to go over with him to thc 
Engliſh Seminary , aſſuring him he ſhould be furniſhed 
with all neceflaries, and have gold cnough. Mr. Bolton 
being at that time , poor in mind and purſe , accepted 
the motion, and a day and place was appointed in 
Lanca/tire, where they ſhould meet and take ſhipping 
and be 2.5ne : but Mr. Anderton came not , and {> he 
eſcaped the ſnare, 

( 3. ) Sometimes by laying ſome ftrong afliftion Some at- 
upon the body , to preventa worſe evil. And this is fitions 
the meaning of Hoſea 2. 6. I will hedge up ber way |<. gh 
with thorns. Thus Baſil was a long time exerciſed Gd uf 
with a viclcat head-ach , which (as he obſerved) was others ate 
uſed by Providence to prevent Luſt. Pal had a thorn P##*t » 
inthefleſh, a meſſenger ot Satan ſent to buffet him : ©2*e- 
and this aflition , whatever it was, was ordained to jp 
prevent pridein him, 2 Cor. 12.7. ar2 both 

( 4.) Sometimes ſin is prevented inthe Saints , by {24+ 
the better information of their minds at the Sacre > 95'S 

of grace 
Oracles of God, Thus, when ſinful motions began ,,F ,,,. 
to riſe in David's mind , from the proſperity of the phnu!ak;i- 
wicked , and his own afflicted ſtate, and grew to that &s , pre- 
height , that he began to think , all he had done in the - md tag 
way of religion, was little better than loſt labour 3 he Ou 
is ſct right again, and the temptation diffolvcd , by 
going into the Sanffuary, where God ſhewed him 
how to take new meaſures of perſons and things; to 
judge them by their ends and iflues , not their preſent 
appearances, P/a!. 73.12, 13, 17. 

( 5.) And ſometimes the Providence of God 
prevents the fins of his people , by removing them 
out of the way of Temptations by death. In which 
ſenſe we may underſtand that Text , Ia. «7. 1. 

The Righteous is taken away from the Evil to come ; 
the evil of Sin as well as Sefferings, When the 
Lord ſees his people low ſpirited , and not able to 
Fapple with ſtrong tryals and temptations which arc 
rawing on, it is with reiped&t to them a mercitu} 
D +4 Pro- 
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Providence , to be disbanded by death , and fet out of 
harms way. 

Now conſider , and admire the Providedce of God, 
O ye Saints, who hath had more care of your ſouls, 
than ever ye had of them. Had not the Providence of 
God thus wrought for you in a way of prevention, it 
may be you had this day been ſo many MagarMiſſabtbs, 
How was the heart of David melted under that pre- 
venting Providence fore-mentioned in 1 Sam..25. 34. 
He bleiles the Lord , the Inſtrument , and the Coun- 


ſe! by which his ſoul was preſerved from ſin. Do but | 
ſcriouſly bethink your ſelves of a few particulars about | 


this caſe. As, 
(1-) How your corrupt natures have often impetu- 
ouſly hurried you on towards fin, ſothat all the in- 


herent grace you had , could not withſtand its force , | 
if Proyidencr had not prevented it in ſome ſuch me- 


thod as you have heard, Jam. 1. 14. Every man #ss 


tempted when he is drawn away of his own luſt, and 


enticed, You found your ſclyes but feathers in the 
wind of temptation. 


(2.) How near you have been brought to the brink 


—— 


of ſin, and yet ſaved by a mercitul hand' of Providence. | 


May you not ſay with him in Prov. 5. 14. 1was almoſt 
in the midſt of all evil : orasPſal. 73. 2. My feet were 
almoſt gone , my ſteps had well nigh flidden. O 'mer. 
ence! that ſtept in ſo opportunely to your 
relick. 

(3.) How many have been ſuffercd to fall by the 
hand of Temptations to the reproach of Religion , and 


wounding of their own Conſciences , to that degree, | 


that they have neyer recovered former peace again; 
bur lived in the world deyoid of comfort to their dying 
day ? 

(4.) How woful your caſe had been, if the Lord 
had not mercifully ſaved you from many thouſand 


temptations, that have aſſaulted you ? Itell you , you | 
cannot eſtimate the mercies you pofſeſs by means of | 


ſuch Providences. Are your names ſweet , and your 
Cqnſcicnces peaceful , two mercies as dear to you as 


your 


- 
4 


— — 


, 


; 


- nw 
— 
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your two.czes? WhyTurely , you owe them , ifnot 
wholly , yet in great meaſure , to the aids and afliſtan. 
ces Providence hath . wv you all along the way you 
_ , "Ms through the dangerous tempting World to 
this day. 

Walk therefore ſuitably to this Obligation of Provi. 
dencealſo : and fee, 

(1.) That you thankfully ownit. Don't impute 
your eſcapes from fin to accidents, or to your own 
watchfulne(s or wiſdom. 

(2.) See that you tempt not Providence on the 
other hand , by an irregular relyance upon its care over 
you , without taking all due care of your ſelves. Xeep 
our ſelves in the love of God, Jude 21, Keep your hearts 
with all diligence , Prov. 4.23. Though Providence 
kcep you, yet itisin the way of your duty. 


Tbe Ninth Performance of Providence. 


| # | 


T7 you {ce what care Providence hath had over providen- 
your ſouls, in preventing the ſpiritual dangers and tial pre- 
miſeries that elſe would have befallen you in the way of Vnone 
temptation : inthe next place I will ſhew you, that it ; _ 
bath been no leſs careful for your bodies , and with how wn te 
great tenderneſs it hath carried them in its arms through Ifal. 17-8. 
innumerable hazards and dangers alſo. He is called Thou kr 
the keeper of Iſrael that never ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth , of peg.” 
Pſal. 121. 4. the preſerver of men, Job 7. 20. To dil. A go J 
play the glory of this Providence before you, let us The eve 
take into conſideration , The perils ::n1to which the hath five 
beſt ofmen ſometimes fall , ind the way and means 1'Picksto- 


- anvil ne obs ' ; _—_ © punard it 
by which Providence preſeryes them in thoſe dangers. + eainſt 
danger, 


(1.) Aranea tunica , like a Spiders web. (2.) Retiformt: : like a ner 
(3.) Vrea, likeaberry. (.) Cornea, like an horn; (s.) 4.14at.s 149 
nica, the cover or lid of the eye : here is guard upon guard , re:tmbling 
the various wayes Irovidence hath to ſecure us Om rnine. ® 


D 5 T here 
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There are manifold hazards irfto which we are often 

eaſt inthis world. The Apoſtle Paul gives us a gene- 

ral account of his dangers , in 2 Cor. 11. 26, And how 


greata wonder is it , that our life hath not been extin- 


'. See Fob 33. guiſhed in ſome of thoſe dangers we have been 
| 12,19,:0, in? For, 
21:&z* (1.) Havenotſomeof usfallen, and that oftenin- 


p. 30. years. 

The Eye ourſelves? and our bodics at that time been like a 
15 _ * leaky Ship ina ſtorm (as One aptly reſemblesit) that 
2 hath takenin water on every fide, tillit was ready to 
body , yet {ivk ? Yethath God preſeryed, careened, and lan- 
Fyficians ched us out again as well as ever. Oh what a wonder- 
reckon NO jc jt, thatſacha crazy body ſhould be preſerved for fo 
= iſ many years, and ſurvive ſo many dangers! Surely ; 
eaſes in- It iS not moreadmirable to ſee a Venice.glaſs paſs from 
cident to hand to hand in continual uſe for forty or fiity years , 
ic. Naſc#4- and (till ro. remain whole , notwithſtanding many 
rr 12% Kknocksand falls it hath had. IF you enjoy health or 
<> recover out of ſickneiles, it is becauſe he puts none 


tlppitudo - of the ediſeaſes upon thee z» Or becauſe he is the Lord thy 
xeroph- Phy ian, Exod. 1s, 26. 


144/mia, (2.) Andhow many deadly dangers hath his han4 
Jour +, reſcued fome of you from , inthoſe years of confuſion 
"i 14APt 5 


inbox: ANI publick calamity , when the Sword was bathed in 
jrigints id blood , and made horrid ſlaughter, when it may be , 
51115 your lives were often given you for a prey ? This Pav'd 
1118, put a ſpecial remarque upon , Pſal. 140.7. O God the 
Lord , the ſlrength of my ſalvation ; thou haſt covered 

my head in the day of Pattel. 
Bexa being in France in the firſt C#vul War, and there 
:ofled up and down for two and twent 


j months, re- 
corded fix hundred deliverances from 


dangers in that 


tpace , for which heſoulemanly gave Gods thanks in his 
lailt Teſtament, It the Sword deſtroyed you not, it | 


WAS | 


d 
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was becauſe God did not give it aCommitlion fo to do. 

(3.) Many of you have ſeen wonders of falyation 

upon the deeps , where the hand of God hath been ſig. 

nally ſtretched forth for your reſcue and deliverance, 

| This is elegantly expreſſed in Pſal. 167. 23, 24, 25, 26, 
| 27. (which 1 have * elſewhere opened at large ) con- 
 cerning which, you may ſay ina proper ſenſe, what g 


If it had not been the Lord who was on our (ide , then P- 41+ 
the waters had overwhelmed ws : the ſlream h14 
gone over our ſoul. To ſee men that have ſpent 
ſom any years upon the Seas , (where your lives 
bave continually hanged in fuſpenſe betore you) attain 
to your years, Waen you cculd neiicher be recxon'd 
among the living nor the dead ( as Scamen are not ) 
Oh , what cauſc have you to adore your great prefer. 
ver! Many thouſands of your Companions are gone 
down, and you are yet hereto praiſe;the Lord amon'z 
the Living. You have bordered nearer to Eternity all 

. your dayes than others, and often been in eminent pe- 

| rils upon the Seas, ſurely ſuch, and ſo many Salva- 
tions call aloud upon you for moſt thankful acknow- 
tedgements. 


(4.) Toconclude, how innumerable hazards and 


e accidents, (the leaſt of which hath cut off others) hath 
God carried us all through! Ithink I may ſafely ay, 
your priyative and poſitive mercies of this kind are 
) more in number than the hairs of your heads. Many 
1 thouſands of theſe dangers we never ſaw , nor were 
bo made particularly ſenlible of; but though we ſaw them 
, not , our God did , andbrought us out of devger , be. 
d fore he brought ns into fear. Some have becn evident 
Je to us, and thoſe fo remarkadie, that we cannot think. 
'd or ſpeak of them to liis day , but our ſouls are fref}ly 
J affetted withthoſe mercies. 
re | It is recorded of our famous Jewell , that about the _ _ 
& | beginning of Queex Mary's Reign , the Inquiſition CNY 
at'y takingholdothim in Oxford, he fled to Lond92 by p. 262. 
us | night; butprovidentially loſing the Road , hic eſcaped 
It} the Irguifgors who purſucd him : however, be feiitha; 
VS | Nutt 


# "_w 


See my 
laman's 


the P/almiſt doth metaphorically, Pal. 124. 1. & 4. Companions 
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night into another eminent hazard of life , for wau- 
dering up and down in the ſnow , he fainted, and lay 
ſtarving inthe way , panting and labouring for life ; 
at which time Mr. Latimer's ſeryant found and fayed 
him. 

It were eaſie to multiply Examples in this kind , Hi. 
ſtoriesabounding with them ; but I think there are 
ſew of us, but are furniſht out of our own experience 
abundantly ; fo that I ſhall rather chuſe to preſs home 
the ſenſe of: theſe Proyidences upon you , in ordertoa 
ſuitable return to the God of your mercies for them , 
than add more Inftances of this kind. To this purpoſe, 
I deſire you ſcriouſly to weigh the following par- 
ticulars. 

( 1.) Conſider what you owe to Providence for 
your proteCtion , by which your life hath been protra- 


| Tholearn- Qed unto this day, with the uſcfulneſs and comfort 
—— thereof. Look abroad in the world, and you may 


— — 
=Y 


ſelf to MdJailyſceſomein every place , who are Objefts of pi- 


' enumerate ty , bercaved by ſad accidents of all the comforts of 


| the mani- life , whilſt in the mean time Providence hath tenderly 


| fol 


Hg preſerved yon , keeping all your bones , ſo that not one 
' through ®f chem #s broken , Pal. 34. 20. Is notthe Elegant and 
which the Comely Structure of thy Body ſpoiled , thy members 
lite of diſtorted , or made fo many ſeats of Torment , the 
Mal 15. uſefulneſs of any part deprived ? why , this is becauſe 


carried j . : 
the hang Providence never quitted its hand of thee ſince thou 
of Provi- cameſt out of the womb , but with a watchful eye and 
dence , in tender hand hath guarded thee in every place , and kept 


Theol. Ca- thee as its charge. 


_ Fe (2.) Conſider, how every member which hath 
+. ang been ſotenderly kept,hath nevertheleſs been an inſtru- 
piouſly ment of ſin againſt the Lord ; and that, not only in the 
concludes dayes of your unregeneracy, when ye yielded your mem- 
On bers as Inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto in , (asthe 
Derigue, Apoſtle ipeaks in Rom. 6. 13.) but eycn ſince you 


quo ab 
znnymerts mals , qu. ab omnibus creaewrn 01317 tempove tio impendent . 


miribiliter {:beraru; in is omni bus inquam , que [cilius crevro eventre 
Solits, ac yroinde 11a ſe havent , ut nobu quogque poſfinr even;re , folam Det 
#rov:deniianm ceber liifpicere Of pradicare. 

gave 
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gave them up in Coyenant unto the Lord , as dedicat- 
ed Inſtruments to his ſervice : and yet how tender hath 
Providence been oyer them! You bavye often proyoked 
him to aMi& you in every part, and lay penal evil 
upon every member that hath been inſtrumental in 
moral evil; bnt O how great have his compal- 
ſions been towards you , and his patience admi- 
rable ! 

; (3-) Conſider, what is the aim of Providencein all 
the tender care it hath manifeſted for you ; why doth 
it prote&t you fo aſliduouſly , and ſuffer no evilto be- 
fall you? Is it not that you hould imploy your bodies 

; for God, and cheerfully apply your ſelves to that ſer. 
vice he hathcalled you to? Doubtleſs, thisis the end 

' andleyel of theſe mercies; for elſe to what purpoſe are 
they afforded you ? Your bodies are a part of Chriſts 
purchaſe, as well as your ſouls, 1 Cor. 6. 19, They 

| are committed to the charge and Tutelage of Angels, 

' Heb. 1. 14. who have performed many ſervices for 

; them. They arededicated by yourſelves tothe Lord, 

| and that upon the higheſt account , Rom. 12. 1, They 


_— 


_—_—_— 


- —_—  _ 


—_— 


have already been the ſubjects of manifold mercies in 
} thisworld ; Pſal. 35. 10. and ſhall partake of ſingular 
; glory and happineſs in the world to come , Phil. 3. 2r. 
| And ſhall they not then be employed , yea , cheerfully 
! worn profes Fo ſervice? How reaſonable it is they 
! ſhould beſo? Why are they ſo tenderly preſeryed by 
| God , it they muſt not be uſcd for God ? 


[ mo 
The Tenth Performance of Providence. 


X. 


\ x have heard many and great things performed 
for you by Divine Providence, inthe former par. 
ticutars; but there is an eminent favour it beſtows 
on the Saints, which hath not yet been conſider- 


ed , and indeed is too linle minded by us , and 
that 


Providen-) 
tial Aſh- 
ſtances in: 
the work 
of Mortiti- 
cation. 
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thatis, The Aid and aſſiſtance it gives the pedple of 
God in the great work of Mortification. 

Mortification of our ſinful affeftions and paſſions, 
ts the one halt of our Santification, Rom. 6. 11. dead 
indeed unto (mm, but alive unto God, 


It's the great Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt, See 
Gal. 5.24. Kom. 6. 5,6,7,8, 9. 

It's our ſafety in the hour of Temptation. The cor« 
ruptions in the world are through lult, 2 Pet. 1. 4. 

Our Inſtrumental firneſs tor (ervice, depends much 
upon it, 2 Tim. 2.21, John. 15. 2. How great a fer- 
vice to our ſouls therefore muſt that be, by whith this 
bleſſed work is carried on upon them ? 

Now there are two Means or Inſtruments imployed 
in this work. The Spirit, who eftctts it internally, 
Rom. 8.13. And Providence, which afliſts it exter- 
nally. The Spirit indced is the principal Agent , upon 
whoſe operation, the ſucceſs of thts work depends 
and all the Providences in the world can neverefte& 
it without him. But theſe are ſecondary and ſubordi- 
nate means , which by the bleſſing of the Spirit upon 
them, have a great ſtroke in the work. How they are 
{o ſerviceable tothis end and purpoſe, 1 ſhall openin 
the following account. 

( 1. ) More generally. The moſt wiſe God orders 
the diſpenſations of Providencein a bleſſed ſubordina- | 
tion to the work of his Spirit. There is a ſweet har- | 
mony betwixt them in their diſtin& workings. They | 
all meet in that one bleſſed iſſue which God hath by | 
the counſel of his Will directed them to , Eph. 1. 11. | 
Rom. 8.28. Henceit is, that the Spirit is ſaid to be in, | 
and order the motions of the whecls of Providence, | 
Exek. 1. 20. and fo they moye together by conſent. | 
Now , one great part of the Spirit's internal work, | 
being to deſtroy fin in the people of God , ſee how 
conformable to his deſign external Providences arc 
ſtcer'd and order'd in the following particulars. 

(1.) Thereisin all the regenerate a ſtrong propen- 
fon and inclinationto ſin, and inthat lyesa principal 
part of the power of {i11. O, this Pax! ſadly complains, 


Rom, | 
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Rom. 7. 23. But I ſee #nother law in my members , 
warring agdiuſt the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of tn, which is in my members: 
and every belieyer daily finds it to his grief. O 'tis 
hard, 'tis hard to forbear thoſe things that grieve God. 
God hath made an hedge about us, and fenced us 
againſt ſin by his Laws; but there is a proneneſsin 
nature to break overthe hedge, and that againſt the 
very reluQations of the Spirit of God in us. Now , ſee 
in this caſe, the concurrence and aſſiſtance of Proyi- 
dence , for the preyention of ſin ; look, as the Spirit 
internally reſiſts thoſe ſinful inclinations, ſo Provi- 
dence externally layes barrs and blocks in our way to 
hinder and prevent fin: and this is the meaning of 
| thoſe places lately cited , Hoſea 2.6, & 2 Cor. 12.7. 

So Job 32. 17, 18, 19. There is many a bodily diſtem- 
per inflicted on this very (core, to be a clog to prevent 
} fin: Oh bear them patiently upon this conſideration. 

Raſil was ſorely grieved with an inveterate head-ach, 
he carneſtly prayes , it might be removed ; God re- 
moved it : but no ſooner was he freed of this clog, 
bur he felt the inordivate motions of luſt ; which made 
him pray for his head-ach again. So it might be with 
many oi us, if our clogs were off. 


| Atueſtion maybe movcd here, Whether it be the 
| genius and property of a gracious ſpirit , to furbear ſn, 
a ſe of the rod of afflittion ? They have ſurely higher 
motives and nobler principles than theſe. This is the 
temper of a carnal and ſlayiſh ſpirit. 

Indeed it is ſo , when thisis the ſole or principal re- 
| ftraint from ſin : when a man abhorrs not ſin, becauſe 


. | ofthe intrinſick fi!th , but only becauſe ofthe trouble- 


2k, | ſome conſequents and efetts, Bur this is vaſtly different 
10w4 from the caſe of the Saints under ſanRified affitions ; 
are | for as they have higher motives and nodler principles, 

ſo they have lower and more ſenſztle ones too ; and 
pen- | theſe are, in their kind and place, very uſeful to them. 
-ipal | (2. ) Beſides , you muſt know, that afflitions work 
ins, | in another way upon gracious hearts to reſtrain them 
Om, \ from 


Queſt, 


Sol. 
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from ſin, or warn them againſt ſin , than they do 
upon others. It is not ſo much the ſmart of the rod 
which they fecl , as the tokens of Gods diſpleafure , 
which affrights and ſcares them , Job 10.17. Thou 
reneweſt thy witneſſes againſt me , &c. and this is that 
which principally afte&s them. See Pal. 6. 1. 0 Lord, 
rebuke me not in thine anger , neither chaſten me in thy 
hot diſpleaſure : and Jer. 10. 24. O Lord, corref# me 
but with judgment , not in thine anger , leſt thou bring 
me t0 nothing : and ſurely this is no low and common 
argument. 

(2.) Notwithſtanding this double fence of Gods 
command , and preyentive affliftions, / yet ſin it too 
hard for the beſt of men : their corruptions carry them 
through allto ſin. And whenitisſv , nor only doth 
the Spirit work internally , but Providence alſo works 
externally in order to their reduftion. The wayes of 
ſin are not only made bitter unto them, by the remorſe 
of Conſcience , but by thoſe afflitive rods upon the 
outward man , with which God alſo followsit ; and 
in both theſe reſpets, I find that place expounded , 
Ecclef. 10.8. ple” breaketh an hedge. a Serpent /hall 
bite him. If, asſomeexpoundit, the hedge be the 
T aw of God , then the Serpent is the —_— of Con. 
ſcience , and the ſharp teeth of afjifion , which 
he ſhall quickly feel , if he be one that belongs 
to God. 


The deſign and aim of theſe afflitive Providences, | 
is to purge andcleanſe them from that pollution into | 


which temptations have plunged them , Iſa. 27. 9. By 
this ſball the iniquity of 7 acob be purged , and this is all 
the fruit , totake away his ſin. Tothe ſame purpoſe 
is that place, Pfal. 119. 67. Before 1 was afjiifted I 
went Fs » but now have I kept thy word, Theſe 
afflitions have the ſame uſe and end to our fouls , that 
froſty weather hath upon thoſe clothes that arc Jaid a 
bleaching ; they alter the hue , and make it whiter , 
which ſcems to be the alluſion in thoſe words, Dan. 1 1. 
35. And ſome of them of underſtanding ſtall fall to try 
ihem, and to purge, and 19 make them white, 
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And here it may be queried , Ypon what account af- Queſt, 


iftios are ſaid to pnrge away the iniquities of theSaints. 
- it not panhed ge 1% ee bv diſbonourable to 
Chriſt , to attribute that to affli ion , which is the pecu- 
liar hono ur of his blood? 

It is confeſled , that the blood of Chriſt is the only 
Lavatory , or Fountain opened for ſin, and that no 
afflitions how many , or ſtrong , or continual ſoever 
they be, can in themſelves purge away the pollution 
of fin, as weſee in wicked men, who are afflited and 
aflited , and again afflited ; and yet , neverthelcfs 
{fintul : and the Torments of Hell , how extream, uni- 
verſa] and continual ſvever they are, yet ſhall neyer 
fetch out the ſtain of one (in, 

But yet, this hinders not , but that a ſanftified affli- 
tion , may inthe efficacy and vertue of Chriſts blood, 
produce ſuch blefled effects upon the ſoul. Though 
a Crofs without a Chriſt , never did any man good , yet 
thouſands have been beholden to the Croſs, as it hath 
wrought in the yertue of his death for their good. And 
this is the caſe of thoſe ſouls that this ditcourſe is con- 
cerned about. 

(3.) We find the beſt hearts, if God beſtow any 
comfortable enjoyment upon them,too apt to be over- 
heated in their affeftions towards it, and to be too 


* much taken up with theſe outward comforts. This alſo 
| ſhewerh the great power and ſtrength of corruption in 


the people of God , and muſt by ſome means or other 
be mortifed in them. 

This was the caſe of Hezekiah, his heart was too 
much affe&ed with his treaſures ; ſo that he could not 


| hide a vain-glorious temper, as you find Iſa. 39. 2. 


and ſo good David , Pſal. 30. 7. hethought his Moun- 
tain, a e. his Kingdom, and the ſplendour and glory 
of his preſent ſtate) had ſtood ſo faſt ,, that it ſhould 
never be moved. 

The ſame good man, how did he let out his 
heart and affetions upon his beautiful Son 4bſa- 
lom ? as appears by the doletul lamentation he 
made at his death , prizing him above his own 


life, 


Sob. 
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liſe , which was a thouſand times more worth 
than he. 

So Fonah , when God raiſed up a Gourd for him to 
ſhelter him from the Sun , how exceſſively was he ta- 
ken withit, and wasexceeding]vy glad of it ? 

But will God ſuffer things to lye thus? Shall the 


Creature purloin , and draw away our aftections from {| 


him? No, this is our corruption, and God will purge 
it. Andto this end he ſends forth Providence to ſmite 
thoſe Creatures , on which our affetions are either in- 
ordinately or exceſſively let out , or elſe to turn them 
into rods, and ſmite us by them. 

Is Hezekizhtoo much puffed up with his full Exche- 
quer? Why, thoſe very Pabylonians to whom he 
boaſted ofit , ſhall empty it , and make a prey of it, 
Tja. 39. 6. . 

Is David hugging himſelf in a fond conceit of the 
ſtability of his Earthly Splendor ? Lo , how ſoon God 
becloudsall, Pſal. 30.7. Is Abſalom doted on, and 
crept too far into his good Fathers heart ? this ſhall be 
= Son ofhis ſorrow , that ſhall ſeek after his Fathers 

ite. 

Is Jonah ſo tranſported with his Gourd ? God will 
preparea Worm to ſinite it, Tonah 4. 6, 7. 

How many Husbands, Wives and Children hath 
Providence ſmitten upon tbis yery account ? It might 
have ſpared them longer, ifthey had been loved more 
regularly , and moderately. This hath blaſted many 
an Eſtate, and hopeful projet ; and ir is a merciful 
diſpenſation for our g50d. 

(4.) Tbe ſtrength of our unmortified Corruption 
ſhews itſelfin our pride , and the ſwelling yanity of 
our hearts when we have a name and eſtcem among 
men; when we are applauded and honoured , when 
weare admired for any gift or excellency that is in us, 
this draws forth the pride ofthe heart, and ſhews the 
vanity that isinit. So you read, Proy.-27. 21. As 
the fining pot for [ilver , and the fornace for gold, ſo * 


a man t0 his praiſe: (i.e.) as the fornace will diſcover 


what drofs is in the meta! when it is melted , ſo will 


praiſe 
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praiſeand commendations difcoyer what pride is in 
the heart of him that receives them. This made a good 
man ſay , He that praiſes me , wounds me. And which 
is more ſtrange. this corruption may be felt in the 
heart , even when the laſt breath is ready to expire. 
It wasthe ſaying of one of the German Divines, when 
thoſe about him recounted for his encouragement the 
many. ſervices he had done for God, auferte ignem 
(faith he) adhuc enim paleas habeo. Take away the 
fire, for there is till the chaff of pride in me. To cru- 
cifie this corruption Providence rakes off the bridle of 
reſtraint from ungodly men , and ſometimes permits 
them totraducethe names of Gods ſeryants as , Shimei 
did David's. Yea , they (hall fall into diſeſteem among 
their friends, as Paul did among the Corinthians ; an 
all this to keep down the ſwelling of their ſpirits at the 
ſenſe of thoſe excellencies that are in them : The de- 
ſign of theſe Providences being nothing elſe , but to 
hide pride from man. Yea, it dcſeryesa fpecial re- 
marque, that when ſome good men have been en- 
gaged in a publick and eminent work , and have ther- 
cin, it may be, too much ſought their own applauſe, 
God hath withheld uſual aſſiſtance at ſuch times from 
them , and cauſed them to falter fo in their work, that 
they have come off with ſhame and pity at ſuch times , 
how ready and preſential ſoever they have been at 
other times. It were caſie to give divers remarka- 
ble examples to confirm this Obſeryation. Bur I 
paſs on, 

(s.) The corruption of rhe heart ſhews it ſelf, in 
railing up great expeAtations to our (elves from the 
Creature , and projefting abundance of felicity and 
contentment from ſome ptomiſing and hopeful enjoy- 
ments we have in the world. This we find to have 
been the calc of holy Job in the dayes of his proſperity, 
Job. 28. 19. Then T faid , I fhall dye in my neſt, 1 ſhall 
mu'tiply my dayes as the ſand. But how tho were all 
theſe expectations d aſht by a gloomy Providence , that 
benighted him in the Noon-tide of his proſperity : 
and all this for his good , to take off his heart _ 

Y 
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fully from creature expetations. Weoften find , the 
beſt men to over-reckon themſelyes in worldly things, 
and over-att their confidences about them. They that 
have great and well grounded expettations from 
Heaven , may have too great and ungrounded expe- 
Qaations from the Earth. But whenitis ſo , it's very 
uſual for Providence to undermine their Earthly hopes, 
and convince them by experience how vain they are, 
Thus Haggat 1. 9. the peoples hearts were intently ſet 
upon proſperous Providences, full Harveſts, and great 
Increaſe ; whilſt inthe mean while no rggard was had 
tothe Worſhip of God , and the things of his Houſe; 


* therefore Providence blaſts their hopes, and brings 


them to little. 

(6.) Corruption diſcovers it ſelf in dependance upon 
Creature comforts, and ſcnt1ble props. Oh how apt 
are the beſt men, to leanupon theſe things , and ſta 
themſelves upon them! Thus did 1ſrael tay themſel. 
yes upon Egypt , as a feeble man would lean upon his 
ſtaff; but God ſuffered it both to fail them, and wound 
them , Exek. 29.6, 7, 8. So for ſingle perſons, how 
apt arc they to depend npon their ſcnfible ſupports ? 
Thus we lean on our Relations, and the inward 
thoughts of our hearts are , that they ſhall beto us ſo 
many ſprings of comfort to refreſh us throughout cur 
lives; = God will ſhew us by his Providence our 
miſtake and error in theſe things. Thus an Husband 
is ſmitten , to draw the ſoul of a Wite nearer to God 
independence upon him , 1 Tim. 5. 5. So for Chil. 
dren, wearec apt to fay of this or that Child, as La- 
mech of Noah ; Gen. 5. 29. This ſame /hall comfort us, 
but the wind paſſes over theſe flowers and they are 
withered , to teach us , that our happineſs is not bonnd 
up in theſe enjoyments. So for our Eſtates . when the 
world ſmiles upon us, and we have got a warm neſt, 
how do we propheſie of reſt and peace in thoſe acquili- 
tions, minding, with good Baruch, great things for our 
ſelves ; but Providence by a particular, or general cala- 
mity over-turns our projects, as Jer. 45. 4. 5. andall 


this to reduce our hearts from the Creature,to God our 


only reft, (7.) Cor- 
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(7.) Corruption diſcovers its ſtrenth in good men, 
by their adherence to things below , and lothnesto go 
hence. This often proceeds from the en aging enjoy- 
ments and pleaſant fruitions we have here below, Pro- 
vidence mortifies this inclination in the Saints , 
(1.) By killing thoſe enſnaring comforts before-hand, 
making all or moſt of our pleaſant things to dye before 
us. (2.) By imbittering this world to us, by tne trou- 
bles of it- (3.) By making life undeſirable , through 
the pains and infirmities we feel in the body , and ſo 
looſing our root , in order to our more calle fall by the 
fatal ſtroke. 
And thus I have finiſhed the Second General Head ; 
but before I paſs from this , I cannot but make a paule, 
and deſire you with me, to ſtandin an holy amaze- 


ment , and wonder at the dealings of God with ſuch 


poor worms as we are! Surely God deals familiarly 
with men ! his condeſcenſions to his own - clay are 
aſtoniſhing ! All that I ſhall note at preſent about it 
ſhall be under theſe three heads, wherein I find the 
matter of my preſent meditations ſummed up by the 
Pfalmiſt , Pal: 144. 3. Lord what is man, that thou 
takeſt knowledgc of him? or the ſon of man , that thou 
makeſt account ofhim? And in this Scripture you haye 
repreſented. | 
The immenſe and tranſcendent goodneſs of God , 
who is infinitely above us and all our thoughts, fob 11. 
7, 8,9. Canſt thou by ſearching , find out God? canſt 
thou find ont the Almighty unto per/eftion? It is as 
high as Heaven'; what canſt thou do? deeper than Hell ; 
what tanſt thou know ? The meaſure thereof is longey 
than the Earth, and broader than the Sea. 2 Chron, 2. 6. 
The Heaven and Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 
him. Exod. 15.11. He glorious in holineſs , fearful 
wvaier, doing wonders, When the Scripture fpcaks 
im comparatively,ſce how it cxpreſles hisgreatneſs, 
Ifa. 40. 1 5, 16, 17. Behold the Nations are as the drop of 


a bucket,and are counted asthe ſmall duſt of the balance: : 


behold he taketh up the Iſles as 4 very little thing. And 
Lebanon * not ſufficient to buyn , nor the Beaſts thereof 


ſufs.- 
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ſufficient for a burnt-offering. All Naticns before him 
are as nothing, and they are accounted to him leſs than 
nothing and vanity. When the holieſt men haye ad- 
dreſt themſelves to him , ſee with what humility and 


deep adoration they have ſpoken of him and to him !. 


Iſa 6. 5. Wo me for I am undone , becauſe I am a mau 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midſt of a people of 
unclean lips ; for mine eyes have ſeen the King the Lord 
of Hoſts. Nay, what aſpe&s the very Angels of Heaven 
have of that glorious Majeſty, you may ſee, Ver.2, 3. 
Each one had ſix wings , with twain he covered his face, 
and with twain he covered his feet , and with twain he 
did fly. And one cryed unto another, and ſaid , Holy, 


holy, holy is the Lord of Hoſts ; the whole Earth is full: 


of bs g/01y- 

'The baſeneſs, vileneſs and utter unworthineſs of 
Man, yca , the holieſt and beſt of men before God, 
Pſal. 39. 5. Verily every man, at his beſt eſtate, is al- 
zogether vanity. Every man, take where you will, 
and every man in his beſt eſtate, or ſtanding in his 
freſheſt glory, is,not only vanity, but altogether vanity. 
Col Adam col Hebel , every man iseyery vanity. For 
do but conſider the beſt of men in their Extrattion, 
in their Conſtitucion, and in their outward Condition. 

( 1.) In their Extration, Eph. 2. 3. By nature 
Children of wrath even as others. The blood that runs 
in our Veins, is as much tainted as theirs in Hell. 

( 2.) Conſider them in their Conſtitution and 
natural temper, and it isno better, yea, in many 
a wotſe temper than in Reprobates: and though 

race depoſe fin in them from the Throne ; yet 
Oh what offenſive and God provoking corruptions 
gaily break out of the beſt hearts! 

( 3.) Conſider them in their outward Condition, 
and they are inferiour (for the moſt part) to others, 
3 Coy. 1. 26, 27, 28, ©c. and Maith. 11.25. 1 thank 
thee O Father (ſaith Chriſt) that thou haſt hid theſe 


things from the Wiſe and Prudent , and haſt re- 


vealed them unto Babes. 
And now let us conſider and admire , that eyer this 
| great 


S*%. 
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ercat and bleſſed God ſhould be ſo much concerned as 
you have heard he is in all his Providences about ſuch 
vile deſpicable Worms as we are! He needs us nor, 
but is perfealy bleſled and happy in himſelf without 
us. We can add nothing tohim, Job 22. 2. Cau « 
man be profitable to God? No, the holieſt of men add 


.} nothingtohim; yet, ſee how great account he ma- 


kes of us. For, 

Doth not his cternal eleing love beſpeak the dear 
account he made of us, Eph. 1.4, 5. How ancient, 
how free , and how aſtoniſhing is this a of grace ! 
This is that deſign which all Proyidences are in perſuit 
of, and will not reſt till they haye executed. 

Doth not the gift of his o»[y Sox out of his boſome 
ſpeak this truth , That God makes great account of 
this vile thing Man? Never was man ſo magnified 
before. If David could ſay, Pfal. 8. 3. When I con- 
ſider the Heavens the work of thy hands, the Moon and 
Stars which thou haſt ordained, Loyd, what is man? 
How much more may we ſay? when we conſi- 
der thy Son , that lay in thy boſome, his infinite 
excellency , and unſpeakable dearneſs to thee; Lord, 
what is man , that ſuch a Chriſt ſhould be delivered to 
death for him! for him , and not for fallen Angels ! 
Heb. 2. 16.- for him when in a ſtate of enmity with 
God! Rom. 5.8. 

Doth not the afliduity of his Providential care for 
us, ſpeak his eſteem of us? Ia, 27. 3. Leſt any hurt 
it , 1 will keep it night andday. Hewithdraweth not 
hy eye from the righitous, Job 36.7. no, not a moment 
all their dayes; for dil he fo, athouſand miſchiefsin 
__ moment would ruſh ina upon him, and ruine 

im. 

Doth not the tenderneſs of his Providence ſpeak his 
eſteem of us? Iſa. 66.13, as one whom his Mother 
comforteth, ſo will I comfort yoa. He comforts his 
(viz. by refreſhing Providences) as an indulgent Mo« 
ther her tender Child. So Ifa. 31. 5. Asbird, flying, 

Viz. ro their neſts, when their young are indan- 
ger, ſa he defends his. No forge tenderneſs inthe 


Crea» 


(3.) 


(4.} 
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(6.) 
(7.) 
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Creature can ſhadow forth vhe tender bowels of the | 


Creator. 

Doth not the variety of the fruits of his Providence 
ſpcak it ? Lam, 3. 23. Our mercies are new every morn. 
ing. SeePſal. 40. 5. Itisafountain from which do 
ſtream forth ſpiritual and temporal , ordinary and ex. 
traordinary , publick and perſonal mercies , mercies 
without number. 

Doth not the miniſtration of Angels in the Proyi- 
dential Kingdom ſpeak it? Heb. 1. ult. Are they not 
all miniſtring ſpirits ſent forth, &c. 

Doth not the Providence , which this day calls us to 
celebrate the memory of , beſpeak the great account 
God hath for hispeople? O it notſo, why had we 
not been given up asa prey to theirteeih! Sec Pſal. 124. 
If the Lord had not bcen on our ſide, then wicked 
men, there compar'd to fire, water, wild beaſts, 
had devoured vs. O bleſſed be God for that teeming 
Providence that hath already brought forth more than 
ſcyenty years liberty and peace to the Church of God. 
I ſhall move iz behalf of this Providence, that you 
would do by it , asthe Jews by their Purim. Eſth. 9. 
27, 28. and therather , becauſe we ſeem now to be as 
near danger by the ſame Enemy as ever fince that 
time : and if ſuch a mercy as this be forgotten. 
God may fay as Judges 10,13. I will deliver you 
20 more. 


The Third Ceneral Head. 


FJ avis proved the Concernments of the people of 
God to be conducted by the care of Providence, 
and'given Inſtances in the ten laſt named Heads, what | 
influence Providence hath upon thoſe Intereſts and 
concerns of theirs among the reſt ; we come in the next 
place , to prove it to be the duty of the people of God, 
ro refle&t upon theſe performances of Providence for 
them , atall times ; but eſpecially in times of ſtraits 
and troubles. 

This 


Ll 
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This I will evidence to be your unqueſtionable duty, 
by the tollowing particulars. 

This is our duty , becauſe God hath expreſly com. 
mandedit, and called his people to make the moſt 
ſcrious refleftions, and animadyerſions upon his works 
whether of mercy or judgement, So when that dread- 
fulleſt of all Judgements was executed upon his pro- 
felling people for their Apoſtalic from God , and God 
had removed the Symbols of his preſence from among 
them, the reſt are bid to go, (4. e.) by their me- 
ditations , (to ſend at leaſt their thoughts) to Shilob, 
and ſee what God did toit , Jer.7.12. So for mer- 
cies, God calls us to conſider and review them, Micah 
6. 5. Remember O my people from Shittim unto Gilgal , 
that ye may know the faithfulneſs of the Lord : g. d. it 
you refle(t not upon that ſignal Providence , my faith- 
tulneſs will be covered , and your unfaithfulnefs dif- 
covered, So for Gods works of Providence about 
the Creatures, weare called to conſider them , that 
we may prop up our faith by thoſe conſiderations for 


our own ſuppliesi Matth. 6. 28. conſider the Fowls 


and Lillies. 

It's plain , that this is our duty , becauſe the 
negle& of it is every where in Scripture condemned 
af a ſin, To beoftan heedlefſs invbſervant temper 
is very _—_—_ God; and fo much appears by 
that Scripture, Iſa. 26. 11. Lord when thy band s lified 
up they will not ſee. Nay , it is a ſin, which God 
threatens and denounces woe againſt in his Word , 
Pſal. 28.4, 5. and Iſa. 5.12, 13, Yea, Godnotonly 
threatens, but ſinites men with yiſtble Judgements for 
this ſin, Job 34. 26, 27. 

And for this end and purpoſe itis, that the Holy 
Ghoſt hath affixed thoſe notes of attention to the 
narratives of the works of Providence in Scripture : 
all which do invite and call mento a due and deep 
obſcryation of them. So in that great and celebrat- 
&d work of Providence, in delivering 1frael out of 
FxIptian bondage , you finda note of attention twice 
atixed to it, Exod. 3. 2,9. $0 when that daring 
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Enemy Rab/ſbeke (that put Heyekiah and all the people 
into ſuch a conſternation) was detcared by Providence, 
there isa note of attention prefixt to that Providence , 
2King 19. 7. Behold, I will ſend « blaſt upon him,&c. | 
So when God glorifes his wiſdom and power , in de- 
livering his people from their Enemies, and enſnaring 
them in the works of their own hands, a double note q 


of attention isaffixed to that double work of Provi- 
dence, Pſal.g. 16. biggajon ſelah. So atthe open- 
ing of every ſeal which contains a remarkable ſeries or 
branch of Providence , how particularly is attention 
commanded to every one of them , Rev. 6. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
9, 6,7. Comeand ſee, come «nd ſee. All theſe are very 
uſeleſs and ſuperfluous additions in Scripture, if no 
ſuch duty lycs upon us. See Pſal. 66. 5. 

Without due obſervation of the wotk of Proyi 
dence, no praiſe can be rendered to God for any of 


them. Praiſe and thankſgiving for niercies depend 
upon this at of obſeryation of them , and cannot be 
performed without it. Pſalm 107. is ſpent in narrati 
of Geds Providential care of men. To his people fr 
ftraits, Yer. 4, 5, 6. To priſoners in their bonds 
Ver. 10, 11,12. Tomen that ]ye languiſhing upor 
beds of ſickneſs, Ver. 17, 18, 19, To Seamen upot 
the tormy Ocean , Yer. 23, &c. To men in tim 
of famine , Ver. 33. to Ver. 40. Yea his Providence 
is diſplayed . in all thoſe changes that fall out in the 
world, ——_ the high , and exalting the low 
Ver. 40, 41. andatevery paragraph men are til] calle 
upon to praiſe God for each of theſe Providences : bu 
Fer. ult, ſhews you what a neceſſary ingredient to t 
duty , obſervationis. Whoſo #5 wiſe , and will ol 
ſerve theſe things; even they ſhall underſtand the lor 
ing n"— of the Lord, Sothat of neceſſity , Ge 
inuſt be defrauded of his praiſe , if this duty | 
negleted. 

Without this , we loſethe uſcſulneſs and be nefite 
all the works of God for us or others, which wol 
be an unſpeakable loſs indeed to us. This is the fc 
our faith liyes upon in dayes of diſtreſs , Pſal. 7h} 
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Thou brakeſt the heads of Leviathan in pieces,and gaveſ? 
bim to be meat to the people inhabiting the Wilderneſs ; 
(z.e.) food to their faith. Erom Providences paſt , 
Saints uſe to argue to freſh and new ones tocome. So 
David, 1 Sam. 17. 37. The Lord that delivered me out 
of oo wt of the Lyon , and out of the paw of the Bear , 
he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philiftline. So 
Paxl , 2 Cor. 1. 10. Who hath delivered , and in whom 
alſo we truſt , that he will yet deliver. It theſe be for- 

otten or not conſidered,the hands of faith hang down. 
Lec Matth. 16.9. How is it that ye do not remember , 
neither conſider? This is a Topickifrom which the Saints 
have uſed to draw their Arguments in prayer for new 
mercies. As Moſes , Numb. 14. 19. whenhe prayes 
for continued or new pardons for the people, he argues 
from what was paſt , As thon haſt forgiven them fron 
Eg ypt until now, So the Church, Iſa. 51.9, 10. ar- 
gucs for new Providences upon the ſame ground Moſes 
pleaded for new pardons. 


It isa vile lighting of God , not to obſerye what of 
himſelthe manifeſts in his Providences. For in all Pro- 
vidences, eſpecially in ſome , he comes nigh to us. 
He doth {o in his Judgements , Mal. 3. 5. I will come 
nigh to you in judgement. He comes nigh in mercics 
alſo, Pſal. 145.18. The Lord is nigh umo all them 
that call npon him, &c. Yea, heisfaid to vilir us 
by his Providence when he correfts, Hoſea 9. 7. and 
when he ſaves and deliyers , Pal. 106. 4. Theſe viſi- 
tations of God preſerve our ſpirits, Job 10.” 12. And 
it is a wonderſul condeſcenſion inthe great God to viſi: 
us ſooften, Job 7. 18. every morning, and every 
moment, But not to take notice of it, is a vile and 
bruitiſh contempt of God, Iſa. 1. 3. Zeph. 3. 2. 
You would not do ſo by a man for whom you have 
any reſpet. It's the charater of the wicked , no. 
to regard Gods faygurs, Tſe. 26. 10, or frowns , 
Jer. $5. 3+ 

Ina word , mencan neyer order their addrefſes to 
God in prayer , ſuitable to their conditions, without 
due obſervation of his Proyidences. Your prayers are 
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to be ſuitable to your conditions: ſometimes we are 
called to praiſe , ſometimes to humiliation. In the 
way of his Judgements you are to wait for him , 
Tja, 26. 8. to prepare to meet him, Zeph. 2. 1, 2. 


Amos 4. 12. Now your buſineſs is, to turn away. 


his anger which you ſee approaching. And ſome- 
times you are called to praiſe him Be mercies re- 
ceived, -Iſe.:12. 1, 2, but then you muſt firſt ob. 
ſcrye them. 

Thus you find the matter of David's Pſalms till 
varied, according to the Providences that betell him : 
but an inobſervant heedleſs ſpirit can never do it. . And 


thus you have the grounds of the Duty briefly repre- 


ſented ; wepaſsonto 


The Fourth General Head. 


| Wha us next (according to our method propoſed ) + 


proceed to ſhew, in what manner weare to re- 
fle& upon the performances of Providence for us. 
And cerrainly , it is not every flight and tranſient 
lance , nor eyery cold , hiſtorical , 'unafteRing re- 
bearfal , or recognition of his Providences towards 
you , that will paſs with God , for a diſcharge of this 
reat dutr. No, no, itisanother manner of buſt. 
neſs than the moſt of men underſtand it to be, O that 
we were but acquainted with this heayenly ſpiritual 
exerciſe ! how {weet would it make ourlives! how 
light would it make our burdens ! Ah Sirs! you live 
eltranged from the pleaſure of the Chriſtian lite , while 
you live ia the ignorance or negle of this duty. Now 
to lead you up to this heavenly , ſweet and profitable 
exerciſe , I will beg your attention to the tollowing 
Directions, ©2350 
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The Firſt Direfijoy. 


| nm to get as full and through recognitions of 


the Providences of God about you from firſt to laſt, 
45 you are able. O fill your hearts with the thoughts 


- ofhim and his wayes. If a ſingle a& of Providence 


be ſo raviſhing and tranſporting , what would many 
ſuch be, if they were preſented together to the view 
of the ſoul ? If one Ster be (o beautitul to behold, what 
is a Conſtel[ation ? Let your refleftions therefore upon 
the ats and workings of Providence for you , be full 
exten(wvely and intenſively. 

( 1.) Let them be as extenſively full as may be. 
Search backward into all the performances of Provi- 
dence throughout your lives. So did 4ſaphin Pfal. 

7.11,12, 1 will remember the works of the Lord: ſure- 
l; I will remember thy wondeys of old : I will meditate 
of all thy works, andtalk of thy doings. He laboured 
to recover and revive the ancient Providences of God, 
mercies many years paſt, and ſuch a freſh ſweetneſs 
out of them by new reviews of them. Ah Sirs, let me 
tell you , there is not ſuch a pleaſant Hiſtory for you 
torcadinall the world, as £ Hiſtory of your own 
lives, if you would but fit down , and record to your 
ſclves from the beginning hitherto, what God hath been 
to you, and done for you ; what ſignal manifeſtations, 
and out-breakings ot his mercy , Githfulneſ and love, 
there have been in all the conditions you have paſt 
through: if your hearts do not melt before you have 
gone haltthrough that Hiſtory , they are hard hearts 
indeed, My father, the guide of my youth. 

(2.) Letthem be as zntenſrvely tull as may be. Let 
not your thoughts ſwim like feathers upon the ſurtace 
of the waters, but ſink like lead to the bottom. The 
works of the Lord are great , ſought out of all them that 
have pleaſure therein , Pſal. 111. 2. Not that I think 
it feaſible to ſound the depth of Providence by our ſhort 
line, Pal. 77. 19. Thy way #« in the ſea , and thy pat 
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iu tbe great waters, and thy footſteps are not known ; 
Þut it's our duty todive as faras we can ; and to admire 
the depth , when we cannot touch the bottom. Ir is 
in our viewing Providences, as it was with EZlijah's 
fervant , when he looked out forrain , 1 Kings 18. 
44. he went ont once and viewed the Heavens, and 
faw nothing ; bnt the Prophet bids him go again and 
again ,. and look upou the face of Heaven ſeven times; 
and when he had dcene ſo , what now , ſaith the Pro- 
phez? Onow, faith he, I ſee a cloud riſing like a mans 
hand; andthen, Keeping his eye upon it intent, he 
{cesthe whole face of Heaven covered with clouds, So 
you may look upon ſome Providences once and again, 
and fee little or nothing in them , but look ſeven 
#imes , (3.e,) meditate often upon it , and you 
frall ſce its increaſing glory , like that increaſing 
cloud. 

There are divers things to be diſtintly pondered, 
and valued in one ſingle Providence, before you can 
jadgethe amount and worth of it: as (1.) The ſeaſo- 
rableneſs of mercy may give it a very great value. 
When it ſhall be timed ſo opportunely , and fall out in 
fach a nick , as may make it a thouſand fold more con- 
ſiderable to you than the ſame mercy would have been 
at another time. Thus when our wants are fuffered to 
orow toan extremity , and all viſible hopes fail , then 
to have reliet given in , wonderfully enhances the price 
of ſuch a mercy; Ifa. 41. 17, 18. 

(2.) The peculiar care and kindneſs of Providence 
tous, isa conſideration which exceedingly heightens 
the mercy in it ſelf , and endears it tous. So, when 
in general calamities __ the world, we are exempted 
by the favour of Providence , covered under its wings; 
when God ſhall call to us in evil dayes , Come my peo- 
ple , enter thou into thy chambers , as it is in Iſa. 26. 
20, 21. Whenſuch Promiſes ſhall be fulfilled to us in 
times of want and famine, as Pſal. 33.18, 19, When 
others are abandoned and expoſed to miſery , who 
have every way as much , it may be much more viſt- 
ble ſecurity againſt it ; and yet they delivered up , and 
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weſaved: Oh, how endearing are ſuch Proyidences!- 
Pjal.91.7,8. 

(3.) The Introdufiveneſs of a Providence, is of 
ſpecial regard and conſideration , and by no means to 
be neglected by us. There are leading Proyidences , 
which how ſlight and trivial ſoever they may ſeem in 
themſelves , yet in thisxeſpett juſtly challenge the firſt 
rank among Providential favours tous ; becauſe they 
uſher ina multitude of other mercies, and draw a 
bleſſed train of happy conſequences after them. Such 
a Providence was that of Jeſſe's fending David with 
proviſions to his Brethren that lay encamped in the Ar- 
my , 1 Sam. 17. 17. And thus every Chriſtian may fur- 
niſh himſelt out of his own ſtock of Expericnce, if he 
will but refle, and conſider, the Place where he is, the 
Relations that he hath, and the Way by which he was 
led into them. 

(4.) The Inſtruments imployed by Providence for 
you, are of ſpecial conſideration. And the finger of 
God is clearly ſcen by us when we purſue that medita- 
tion. For, 

Sometimes great mercies ſhall be conveyed to us by 
yery improbable means , and more probable ones laid 
aſide. A ſtrenger ſhall be ſtirred up to do that for you, 
which your near relations in nature had no power or 
will todo for you. Jonathan , a meer ſtranger to Da- 
vid, clavecluſer to him , and was more friendly and 
uſctul ro him , than this own Brethren , who deſpiſed 
and ſlighted him. Miniſters have found more kindneſs 
and reſpect from ſtrangers , than their own people that 
are more obliged to them, Mark 6.4. A Prophet 
( aith Chriſt) 5 not without honour, ſave in bis 
own Countrey , and among his own Kin, and in his 
own Houſe. 

Sometimes by the hands of Enemies, as well as 
Strangers , Rev. 12. 16. The Earth helped the 
Woman. God hath bowed the hearts of many 
wicked men, to ſhew great kindneſs to his people, 
Atts 28. 2. 

Sometimes God makes uſe of Inſtraments for 900d 
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to his people , who deſigned nothing but evil and mil. 
chief ro:h:m. Thus Joſeph's Brethren were inſtru- 
mehtal to his advancement, in that very thing,whercin 
they deſigned his raine , Gen. $0. 20, 

(s-) The deſign and ſcope of Providence muſt not 
eſcape our through conſideration , what the aim and 
leyel of Providence is. And truly this , of all others, 
is the moſt warming and melting conſideration. You 
have the general account of the aim of all Providences, 
in Rom. 8. 28. And we know that all things work toge- 
they for good , to them that love God, A thouſand 
friendly hands are at work for them , to promote and 
bring about their happineſs. O, this is enough to 
ſweeten the bittereſt Providence to us, that we know 
it hall turn to our ſalvatin, Phil. 1. 19--- 

(6.) The reſpe#and relation Providence bears to 
our prevers, is of oguler conſideration ; and a moſt 
taking and ſweet meditation, Prayer honours Pro- 
vidence , and Providence honours Prayer, Great no- 
ticeis raken of this in Scripture , Cen. 24. 45. Dan, 9, 
20. Atts 12, 12. You have had the very Petitions you 
asked of him. Providences have born the very ſignatur. 
es of your Prayers upon them, O how aftcQingly 
ſweet are ſuch mercies ! 
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The Second DireFion, 


N all your Obſervations of Providence , have 4 ors 
Leger to that Word of Col , which i fulfilled and 
made £00d to you thereby. 

This is a clear truth , that all Providences have rela- 
ation to the written Word. © Thus Solomen in his 
Prayer,acknowledges that the Promiſes and Providenc- 
es of God went along ſtep by ſtep with. his Father Da- 
vidall hisdayes ; and that his hand ( put there for his 
Providence ) had fulfilled whateyer his mouth had 
ſpoken, 1 Kings $. 24. So Jo/brahinlike manner ac- 
knowledges , that not one good thing had failed , of all 
the good things which the Lerd had ſpoken , Jo. 23. 14. 
He 
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| He had carefully obſerved what relation the works of 


God had to his Word. He compared them together, 
and found an exatt harmony. And ſo may you too, 
if you will compare them as he did. 

This I ſhall the more inſiſt upon , becauſe it is by 
ſome Interpreters ſuppoſed to be x very Scope of the 
Text. - For (as was norcd in the Explication) they ſup- 
ply and fill the ſenſe with que promiſet , the things which 

c hath promiſed ; and ſoread the Text thus, 1 mw! 
cry unto God moſt high, to God who performeth the 
things he hath promiſed , for me. 

Now though I ſee no reaſon to limit the ſenſe ſo nar- 
rowly , yct it cannot be denyed , but this is an eſpecial 
part of its intendment. Let us therctore in all our re- 
views of Providence , conſider, what word of God , 
whether it be of threatning, caution, counſel , or pro- 
miſc is at any time made go0d to us by his Providences. 
And hereby a twofold excellent advantage will refult 
to us. 

(1.) This will greatly confirm to us the truth of the 
Scripture , when we ſhall ſce its truth ſo manifeſt in 
the events. Certainly had Scripture no other ſeal or 
attcſtation,this alone would be an unanſwerable Argu- 
ment of its divinity. When men ſhall find inall ages 
the works of God wrought ſo exaly according to this 
model, that we may ſay , As we have read or heard, 
ſo have we ſeen. O how great a confirmation is here 
before our eyes ! 

( 2.) This will abundantly dire& and inſtruft us in 
our preſent duties under all Providences We ſhall 
know hereby what we have to do , and how to carry 
<ur ſelves under all changes of conditions. Ycu 
learn the voice and errand of the rod only from the 
Word, P/al. 94. 12. The Word interprets the works 
of God. Provyidencesin themſelves, are not a per- 
tet guide. They often puzzle and entangie our 
thoughts; but bring them to the Word , and your 
duty will be quickly manifeſted, as Pla). 73. 16, 17. 
Fntil 1 went into the Sanftuary, then 1 underſtcod 
theirend : and, not only their end ; but his own dry, 
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to bequietin an afflited condition ; and not envy 
their proſperity. 

Wellthen, bring thoſe Providences you have paſt 
—_— or are now under, tothe Word; and you 
will find your ſelves ſurrounded with a marvellous 
light; and ſee the verification of the Scriptures in them. 
L ſhall therefore here appeal to your conſciences , 
whether you have not found theſe Events of Pro- 
vidence falling out agrecably inall reſpe&ts with the 
Word. 

The Word tells you, thatit is your Wifdom and 
Intereſt, to keep cloſeto its rules, and the duties it 
preſcribes , that the way of holine and obe- 
dience, is the wiſcſt way , Deut.4. 5, 6. This is 
goar wiſdom. 

Now ; letthe events of Providence ſpeak, whether 
this be true or not. Certainly it will appear to beſo, 
whether we reſpe& our preſent comfort , or future hap- 
pineſs , both which we may ſce daily expoſed by de- 
partue from duty , and ſecured by keeping cloſe to it. 
Let the queſtion be asked of the Drunkard , Adulterer, 
or prophane Swearer , when by ſin they have ruined 
body , ſoul, cſtateand name, whether it be their 
wiſdom to walk in thoſe torbidden paths after their 
ownluſts? Whether they had not better conſulted 
their own intereſt and comfort, in keeping within 
the boundsand limi:s ot Gods commands? and they 
cannot but confeſs, that this theiy way is their folly. 
ii hat fruit (faith the Apoſtle) had ye in thoſe things , 
whereof you are now aſhamed? for the end of thoſe things 
is death , Rom. 6. 21, Doth not the Providence of 
God verifie upon them thoſe threatnings that are writ- 
ren, in the experience of all ages ? Prov. 23. 29. 
Prov. 23. 21, Prov. 5.9. Job 31. 12, Prov. 5. 10. all 


which woes and miſeries they eſcape , that walk in 


Gods Statutes. Look upon the ruined eſtates and bo- 
dies you may every where fee, and behold the truth 
ot the Scriptures eyidently made good in thoſe ſad Pro- 
videncces, 


Let 
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The Word tells you , that your departure from the 
way of ate br {ſimplicity , to make uſe of ſin- 
ful policies, ſhall neyer profit you, 1 Sam. 12. 2. 
Pyov. 3. 5. 

Let the Events of Providence - 7 to this alſo ; as 
your ownexperience , and you ſhall haye a full confir. 
mation of this truth. Did you ever leaverhie way of 
ſimplicity and integrity , and uſe ſinful ſhifts, to bring 
about your own deſigns , and proſper in that way ? 
Certainly God hath curſed allthe wayes of fin 5; and 
whoever finds them to thrive with them , his people 
ſhall not. 1ſrael would not rely upon the Lord , bur 
truſt in the ſhadow of Egype ; and what adyantage had 
they by this ſinful policy ? ol 12.5. 4.4. 
David uſed a great deal of fintul policy to cover his 
wicked fact; but did it profper ? See 2 Sam. 12.12, lt 
is an excellcnt note of L:vy,. Conſzlia callida , prime 
ſpecieleta, traftata dura , eventu triſtia. Sinful po- 
licies intheir firſt appearances, are pleaſant and pro- 
miſing, ia their management difficult , in their event 
ſad. Some by finful wayes have gotten wealth ; but 
that Scripture hath been verified in their experience ,. 
Prov. 10 2. Treaſures of wickedneſs profit nothing. 
Either God hath blown-upon it by a ſecrer curſe, that 
it hath done them no good , or given them ſuch dif- 
quietneſsin their conſciences, that they have been for- 
ced to vomit it up , e're they could find peace, Job 11. 
13, 14,15. 

That which David gave in charge to Solomon , hath 
been found experimentally true by thouſands, 1 Chron, 
22,12, 13. That the true way to proſperity, is to keep 
cloſe to the rule of the Word. And that the true rea- 
ſon why men cannot proſper , is their forfaking that 
rule, 2 Chron. 24. 20. 

It's true , if God have a purpoſe to deſtroy a 
man , he may for a time ſuffer himto ſucced and 
proſper in his ſin, for his greater hardening, Job 
I2, 6, But it is not ſo with thoſe whom the 
Lord loves ; their ſinful ſhitts ſnall never thrive 
with them. | 
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The World prohibits your zruſt and confidence in the 
Creature , eyen the greateſt and moſt powerful among 
Creatures, Pſal. 146. 3. Ittells us , that 'tis better to 
truſt iathe Lord, thaninthem, Pſal. 118.8. It for. 
bids our confidence in thoſe Creatures that are moſt 
nearly ally'd , aud related in the bonds of nature to us, 
Micah 7, 5. It curſeth the man that gives that 
relyance to the Creature , which is duc to God, 
Jer. 17. 5. 

Conſu't the Eyents of Providence in this caſe, and 
fee, whether the Word be not verified therein + Did 
you eyer lean upon an Egyptian reed, and it did 
not break under you , and pierce as well as deceive 
you ? O how often hath this been evident in our ex- 
perience! Whatſoever we have over-loved , idolized, 
and leaned upon , God hath from time to time broken 
it , and made usto ſee the vanity of it ; fo that we find, 
the readieſt courſe to be ris of our comforts: is to ſet 
our hearts inordinately or immoderately upon them : 
for our God is a jealous God, and will not part with 
his glory to another. The World is full of examples of 
perſons deprived of their comforts, Husband, Wives, 
Children, Eftates, &*'c. upon this account , and by 
this means. If Jonah be over-joyed in his Gourd , a 
Worm is preſently preparcd to fmite it, Hence it is, 
that ſo many graves arc opened for the burying of our 
Idols out of our ſight. If David ſay, My mountain 

hall and flrong , 1 ſtall ot be moved ; the next news 

he ſhall hear , is of darkneſs and trouble , Pſa]. 20. 6, 7. 
O how true and faithful do we find theſe ſavings of Gd 
to be! Who cannor pnt to his ſeal, and fay, Thy 
words aretruth ? 

The Word aſſures us, tha: fin is the Caſe and Inlet 
of Aflition and Sorrow , and that ihere isan inſepa- 
rable connettion betwixt them , Numb. 32. 23. Be 
ſure y0ur ſin will find you out : (1. e. ) the ſad effects 
and afflictions that tellow it ſhall find you out. So 
Pal. 89. 30, 31, 32. Tf hs ſons forſake my Law, I will 
7/11 their iniquities math rods. 

Enquire guy at the inGurh of Prgyidence , mo 
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this be indeed fo , according to the reports of the 


' Word. Ask but your own Experiences, and you 


ſhall find , that juſt ſo Providence hath ordered it all 
along your way. Whendid you grow into a fecure, 


vain, carnal frame, but you found ſome rouzing , 


ſtartling Providence fent to awaken you? When did 
you wound your Confciences with guilt , and God did 
not wound you for it, in ſome one or other of your 
beloved enjoyments? Nay,fo ordinary isthis with God, 
that from the obſervations of their own frames and 
wayes , many Chriftians haye fore-boded and pre- 
faged troutles at hand. 

1 do not ſay , that God neycr afflits his people, but 
for their fin ; for he may do it for theirtryal , 1 Per. 4. 
12. Nordolfſay, that God follows every fin with 
arod; for who then ſhould ſtand before him ? Pal. 
130. 3. Butthis I ay, thatit's Gods uſual way , to 
vilic the fins of his people with rods of affliction, and 
this in mercy to their fouls. Upon this account it was, 
that the rod of God was upon David in a long ſuccel. 
{in of troubles upon his Kingdom and family , after 
that great preyarication of his, 2 Sam. 12.10. And 
it we would carctully ſearch out the ſeeds and princi- 
ples of thoſe miſeries under which we or ours do groan; 
we ſhould find them to be our own turnings aſide 
from the Lord , according to that Jey. 2. 19. and Fey. 
4.18. Havenot all theſe cautions, and threatnings 
ofthe Word been exaftly fulfilled by Providence in 
your own experience ? Who can but ſce the infallible 
truth of God in all that he hath threatned ! And no 
leſs eyIdent is the truth of the Promiſesto all that will 
obſerve how Providence makes them good every day 
tous; for confider, 

How great ſecurity God hath givento his people in 
the Proniifes , that no man ſhall loſe any thing by ſelt. 
denval for his fake. He hath told us, Mark 10. 29, 30. 
Veruly, | fay unto you, there i5 no man that hath left 
Houſe . or [rethren , or Siſters , or Father, or Mother, 
or Wiſe, or Children , or Lands for my ſake and the 


Goſpels; but he ſhall receive an hundred fold wow in 
this 


CP, 
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this time , houſes , and Brethren and Siſters, and Mo- 
thers , and Children , and Lands with perſecutions , and 
in the world to come Eternal life. | 
Though that vile Apoſtate Falien derided this Pro- 
miſe, yet thouſands and ten thouſands have experienc- 
ed it , anddo at this day ſtand ready to ſet their ſeal to 
it. God hath made it good to his people , not only in 
ſpirituals ; inward joy , and peace ; but even in Tem- 
porals alſo: inſtead of natural relations who took care 
for them before, hundreds of Chriſtians ſhall ſtand ready 
to aſliſt and help them : So that thoughthey have left 
all for Chrift, yet they may ſay with the 4poſile , 
2 Cor. 6.10. As having nothing , and yet poſſeſſing all 
things. O theadmirable care and tenderneſs of Pro- 
vidence over thoſe that for Conſcience ſake have left 
all, andcaſtthemſclves upon its immediate care ! Are 
there not at this day to be found many ſo provided for, 
eyento the cnvy of their Enemies , and / 19% ownad-. 
miration ? Who ſees not the faithtulneſs of God in the 
Promiſes , that hath but an heart to truſt God in 
them ! 
(6.) The Word of Promiſe aſſures us , that whatever 
*/ wantsor ſtraits the Saints fall into,their God will never 
leave them, nor forſake them , Hebr. 13. 5. that he will 
++ 16-52 be with them in trouble , Plal. 91. 15. 
ad, iboruz Conſult the various Providences of your life in this 
ſuppediten- point , and I doubt not » butyou will find the truth of 
wr 4 deo in theſe Promiſes as often confirmed , as you have been 
exmnibus jntrouble. Ask your own hearts, where, or when 
cogent w_— wasit that your God forſoock you , and lett you to link 
mangk or at- G 
nibus noſtri and periſh under your burdens ? 1 doubt not, but moſt 
officii erit , of you have been at one time or other p}unged in dith - 
zn calami- cuties ,. difficulties out of which you cou!d ſee no way 
Fatibus nos of eſcape by the eye of reaſon ; yea, ſuch, asit may 
Og: be, ſtaggeredyourfaith in the Promiſe, as David's 
fideratione , =_ } , 
providen- Was , 1 Sam. 27, 1. whenhefaid , I ſhall one day pe- 
14 divine, riſh by the hand of Saul. All menare Lyars, ( even 
-wory Samuel himſelf) and yet notwithſtanding all , we ſee 
_ him emerge out of that Sea of trouble , and the Promi- 
p.192 {es made goodincyery title to him, The like mor 
; cls 
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leſs you may obſerve in your own caſes. Ask your 
own ſouls the queſtion , and they will ſatisfieit. Did 
God abandon and cat you off in the day of your ſtraits? 
certainly you muſt belye your own experience, if you 
ſhould ſay ſo, *Tistrue , there have been ſome plun- 
ges and difficulties you have met with, wherein 
(1.) You could ſee no way of eſcape , but concluded 
you muſt periſh in them. (2.) Difficulties that have 
ſtaggered your faith in the Promiſes, and made you 
doubt , whether the fountain of All-ſuficiency would 
let out it ſelf for your relief, ( 5.) Yea , ſuch difficul- 
ties as have provoked you to murmuring and jmpa- 
ticnce , and thereby provcked the Lord to forſake you 
in your ſtraits; but yet you (ſee he did not. He hath 
either (1.) Strengthened your back to bear , or 
(2.) Lightened your burden, or (3.) Opened an 
unexpected door of eſcape, according to that Promiſe, 
1 Cor. 10. 13. ſo that the evil which you teared , came 
not upon you. 

Youread , that the Word of God is the only ſup- 
port and reliefro a gracious ſoul inthe dark day of 
Afflition, Pſal. 119. 50, 92. --------- 2 Sam. 23. $5. 
That for this very purpoſe it was written , Rom. 15. 4. 
No rules of moral Prudence , no ſenſual remedies can 
perform that for us, which the Word can do. 

And is not thisa ſealed Truth , atreſted by a thou- 
ſand of undenyable experiences? Hence have the Saints 
tetcht their Cordza!s, when fainting under the rod. 
One Word of Ged can do more, than ten thouſand 
words of men to relieye a diſtreſſed ſoul. If Ptovi- 
dence have at any time dire&ed you to ſuch Promiſes, 
as cither aſſure you that the Lind will be with you in 
trouble, Pſl. 91. 15. or that encourage you from in- 
ward peace, toſbear cheerfully outward burdens , John 
16. 33. or ſatisfie you of Gods tenderneſs and modera- 
tion in his dealings with you, 1/a. 27. 8. or that you 
ſhall reap bleſled fruits from them , Rom. 8. 28. or that 
clear up ycur intereſt in God , and his love under your 
aflictions , 2 Sam. 7. 14. Oh, what ſcnſibleeaſe and 


relief enſues! how light is your burden,compared with 
what it was before! The 


(7-) 


(8.) 


(9.) 


(10.) 
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The Word tells us, that there isno ſuch way to 
improye our Eſtates, asto lay them out with a cheer- 
ful liberality for God ; and that our withholding our 
hands , when God and duty calls to diſtribute, will not 
be for our adyantage. Sce Prov. 11. 25. Iſa. 32. $* 
Prov. 19. 17. Prov. 11. 24. 

Conſult Providence now , and you ſhall find it in 
all reſpe&s according to the report of the Word, O 
how true is the Scriprure teſtimony herein! There are 
many thouſand W itneſles now living, that can ſet their 
ſcals to both parts of this propoſition. What men ſave 
( as they count ſaving) with one hand , Providence 
ſcatters by another hand : and what they ſcatter 
abroad with a liberal hand and ſingle eye for God, 
is ſurely repay'd to them or theirs. Never did any 
man loſe by diſtributing for God. He that lends 
to the poor faneratur Domino , aFfome expound that 
Text , puts his moncy to intereſt to the Lord. 
Some have obſerved how Providence hath doubled 
all they have laid out for God, in wayes unexpetted 
to them. 

The Word aſſures us , that the beſt expedient for a 
man to ſettle his own intereſt in the conſciences and 
affetions of men, is to dire& his wayes, ſo as to 
pleaſe the Lord, Prov. 16. 7. and doth not Providence 
confirm it ? This the three Jews found by experience, 
Den. 3. 28, 29. and ſodid Dantel , chap. 6. v. 20, 21, 
22. This kept up John's reputation inthe conſcience 
of Herod, Mark 6. 20. Soitfell out , when Conſtan- 
tixs made that exploratory decree;thoſe that were con- 
ſcientious were preferred , and thoſe that changed 
their religion , expelled. Nevyerdid any man loſe ar . 
laſt by his fidelity. 

The written Word tells us , that the beſt expedient 
to inward peaceand tranquillity of mind under puz- 
z\ing and diſtraCting troubles , ie to commit our ſclyes 
and ont caſe to the Lord; ſo you read , P/al 37. 5, 6.7 
and Prov. 16. 3. 

Andas vou havercad in the Word , fo you have 
found it in your own Expericnce, Oh, what a burdca 
s 
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is off your ſhoulders , when you have reſigned the caſe 
to God ! Then doth Providence iſſue your affairs com- 
fortably for you. The difficulty is ſoon over , when 
the heart is brought to this. | 

Thus you ſee, how Scriptures are fulfilled by Provi- 
dence in theſe few Inſtances I have given of it, Com- 
pare them in all other caſes, and you ſhall find the 
ſame: for all the lines of Providence lead from the 
Scripture , and return thither again , and do moſt yiſt- 


bly begin and cad there. 
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| fees wy reviews and obſervations of Providence, be 
ſure that you eye God as the Author or orderer of them 
all , Prov. 3.6. . 

In all the comfortable Providences of your lives, eye 
God as the Author or donor of them. Remember he 
is the father of mercies , that begets every mercy for 
you, 2 Cor, 1, 3, The Cod of all comfort , without 
whoſe order no mercy or comfort can come to your 
hands. And think it not enough thus to acknowledge 
him in a general way ; but when you receive mercies , 
take ſpecial notice of the following particulars. 

( 1.) Evethe Care of God for you , 1 Pet. 5. 7. He 


eareth for you. Your Father knows you have need of 


theſe things, Matth, 6. 32. It is but to acquaint hin 
what you want,and your wants are ſupplyed, Ph1l.4. 6. 
me, merimnate , torture not your ſelyes about it : you 
have a Father that cares for you. 

(2.) Eycthe Wiſdom of God, in the way of diſ- 
penſing his mercies to you , how ſuitably they are or. 
dered to your condition , and how feaſonably. When 
one comfort is cut off and remoyed , another 1s raiſed 
up in its room. Thus Iſaac was comforted in Rebecks 
after his Mothers death , Gen. 24. 67. 

(3.) Eye the free Grace of God in them , yea, 
' ſee riches of Grace in every bequeſt of comfort ro 
ſo vile and mnworthy creatures as you arc. Sec 
your 


( 


ty 


) 
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your ſelves over-topt bythe. leaſt of all your mer. 
cies, Gen. 32.10. I am not worthy of the leaſt , ſaid 
Jacob. | | 

(4.) Eye the Condeſcenfion of God, to your re- 
queſts for thoſe mercies, Pſal. 34.6. This is the 
ſweeteſt bit in any enjoyment, in which a man 


Prayers, and greatly inflames the ſouls love to God, 
Pſal. 116. 1. 

(s.) Eye the Deſign and end of God inall your 
comforts. Know that it isnot ſent to fatisfie the 
cravings of your ſenſual appetite, butto quicken and 
enable you for a more cheertul diſcharge of your duty, 
Pent. 28. 47. 

(6.) Eycthe Way and Mc:thod in which your mer- 
ciesare conveyed to you. They all low to you through 
the blood of Chriſt and Covenant of grace , 1 Cor. 3. 22, 
23. Mercies derive their ſweetneſs from the Channel 
through which they run to us. 

(7.) Eye the Diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of God, in all 
the comfortable enjoyments of vour lives. How many 
thouſand better than you, are denyed thoſe Comforts ? 
See Heb. 11. 37. 

(8.) Eye them all as comforts appointed to re- 
freſh you in your way to far better and greater mer- 
cies than themſelves. The beſt mercies are till 
reſerved till laſt, and all theſe are introduftiye to 
better. 

In all the Sad and afflitive Providences that befall 
you , Eye God as the Author and orderer of them alſo. 
So he repreſents himſelfto us, Ter. 18. 11. Behold, I 
create evil, and deviſe a device againſt you. And 
Amos 3. 6. Is there evil in the City , and the Lord hath 
not doneit? More particularly , 

Set before you the Soveraignty of God. Eye him 
as a Being infinitely ſuperiour to you , at whoſe plea. 
ſure, you, andall you have, is-Pſal. 115. 3. which 
is the moſt conclulive reaſon and argument of ſubmilſ. 
ſion, P/ſal. 46.10. Forifwe, and all we have pro- 

ceeded from his Will , how equal is it, that: we be 
reſigned 


| 


aan ſenſibly reliſh the return and anſwer of his @ 
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reſigned uptoit? It is hot many years agone ſince we 
were not , and when it pleaſed himto bring us upon 
the Stage of aftion, we had no liberty of indenting 
with him, on what terms we would come into the 
world ; orrefuſe tobe, except we might have our 
being on ſuch termsas we deſired, His Soveraignty 
is gloriouſly diſplayed in his Eternal Decrees and tempo- 
ral Providences, He might have put you into what 
rank of Creatures he pleaſed. He might have male 
you the moſt defpicable Creatures , IVorms or Toads : 
or, it men, the moſt vile, abje& and miſeratlc 
among men : and when you had run through all the 
miſeries of this!ife, have damned you to Eternity, made 
you miſerable for ever , and all this without any 
wrong to you. And ſhal] not this quiet us under the 
common afflictions of this life ? 

Set the Grace and Goodneſs of God before you in all 
afflitive Providences. O ſec him paſling by you in 
the cloudy and day , proclaiming his Name , the Lord, 
the Lord merciful and graciows. There are two ſorts 
of mercies that are ſeldom eclipſed by the darkeſt affli- 
&ion that betalls the Saints in their temporal concerns, 
fe. ſparing mercy in this world , and ſaving mercy in 
that tocome. It is not ſo bad now as it might, and 
we deſerved it ſhould be, and it will be better hereafter. 
This the Church obſerved, and reaſoned her ſelf quiet 
from it , Lam. 3. 22. Hathhetaken ſome ? he might 
bave taken all. Are weafflited? it's mercy we are 
not deſtroyed. Oh if we conſider what temporal mer- 
cies are yet ſpared , and what ſpiritual mercies are be- 
ſtowed , and yet continued to us , we ſhall find 
cauſe to admire mercy , rather than complain of 
ſeverity. 

Eye the Wiſdom of God in all your afflitions, be. 
hold it in the choice of the kind of your afflition , this , 
and not another : the Time , now and not at another 
ſcaſon : the Degree, inthis meaſure only , and not in 
a greater : the Supports afforded you under it , not left 
altogether helpleſs: the 1/ſſze ro which it's over-ruled , 
it's made to your good, not ruine, Look upon all _ 

an 
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(6.) 
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and then ask thy heart that queſtion God askt Jonah , 
Doſt thou well to be angry? Surcly, when you conſi- 
derall , what need you had of theſe rods , that your 
corruptions will require all this , it may be much more 
to mortific them z rhat without the periſhing of theſe 
things , you might have periſhed for ever; you yill 
ſce great reaſons to be quict and well fatisficd under 
he land of God. 

Set the faithfulneſs of the Lord before you under the 
ſaddeſt Providences. So did David, Pſal. 119. 75. 
This is according to his Covenant faithfulneſs, P ſal. $9. 
22, Henceitis, that the Lord will nut withhuld a 
rod when need requires it, 1 Pet. 1.6. Nor will he 
forſake his people underthe rod , when he inflits it , 
2 Cor. 4.9. 

Oh what quietneſs will tis breed! I ſce my God will 
not loſe my heart, if a rod can prevent itz he had ra. 
ther hear me groan here , than howl hereafter : his 
loveis judicious , not fond : he conſults my good , ra- 
ther than my eaſe. 

Eyethe All-ſufficiency of God in the day of aflition, 
Sec enough in him ſtill , whatever be gone. Here is 
the fountain ill as ſullasever, though this or that 
pipe be cut off, which was wont to convey ſome. 
what of it to me. O Chriſtians, can't you make 
up any loſsthis way ? Can't you ſee more in God, than 
in any or all the Creature comforts you haye loſt ? 
With what eycsthen do you look upon God ? 

Laſtly, Eye the Immutability of God, Look on 
him as the Rock of Ages, James 1. 17. The Father of 
lights, with whom u« no ys oj nor ſhadow of 
turning. Eye Jeſus Chriſt , as the ſame yeſterday , to 
day and for ever. Oh how quictly will you then be. 
have your ſelves under the changes of Providence? It 
may be, two or three dayes have made a ſad change in 
your condition: the death ofa dear relation hath turned 
all things upſide down : that place is empty where la- 
tely they were, asitis, Job 7. 10. Hy place ſhall know 
him no more : Well, but God is what he was , and 
where he was: Time ſhall make no change upon him, 

as 
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asitisin Iſa. 40. 6, 7,8. The graſs withereth , the 
flower fadeth ; but the word of the Lord abideth for ever. 
O how compoſing are thoſe viewsof God to our ſpi- 
rits under dark Providences ! 


rr 


The Fifth DireRion. 


] , Work up your hearts to thoſe frames , and 
exerciſe thoſe ajfettions which the ſeveral Providenc= 
es of God that are verſant about you call for , Ecclef. 7. 
14. Suit your ſclyesto anſwer the deſign and end of 
Godin all Providences. As there are various affections 
planted in your ſouls , ſo are there ſeveral graces 
planted in thoſe affetions, and ſeyeral Providences 
appointed to draw forth, and cxerciſc theſe graces, 


When the Providences of God are (ad, and afflitive 
cither upon the Church in general , or your families 
and perſons in particularg then it zs ſeaſonable for you 
#0 exerciſe godly ſorrow and humility of | 2>igh for in 
thatday , and by thoſe Proyidences God doth call to it, 
Iſe. 22. 12. Micah 6. 9, Now , ſenſitive pleaſure 
and natural joy, is out of ſcaſon, Ezck, 21. 10. 
Should we then make mirth ? It there be either, (1.)A 
filial ſpiritin us, we cannot be light and vain , when 
our Father isangry ; or (2.) Ifany real ſenſe of the 
evil of ſin which provokes Gods anger, we muſt be 
heavy hearted when God is ſiniting for it; or (3-) If 
any ſenſe and compaſſion for the miſeries that fin 
brings upon the world, it will make usto ſay with De- 
vid, Pal. 119. 158. I beheld the tranſgreſſors and was 

rieved. 'Tis ſad to conſider the miſeries that they pull 
down upon themſelves in this world and that ta come. 
(4.) Ifthere be any care in us to prevent utter ruine , 
and ſtop God inthe way of his anger , we know this is 
the means ta do it, AMIS 4.12, 


(1) 
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ow ſad and diſmal ſoever the face of Providence be, 


( 2.) 
H5e ill maintain ſpiritual joy and comfort in God 


underall, Though there be no herd in the (tall (aid 
Habakkuck , chap. 3. 16, 17.) yet will I rejoyce in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my ſalvation. | 

There are two ſorts of Comforts, Natural and Senſ#- 
tive, Divineand Spiritual. There isatime when it 
becomes Chriſtians to exerciſe both; ſo Heſt, 9. 22. 
And there isa time when the tormer is to be ſuſpended 
and laid by , Pſal. 137.2. But there is no ſeaſon, 
whercin ſpiritual joy and comfort in God is unſcaſona- 
ble , as appears by thoſe Scriptures, 1 Thefſ. 5. 16. 
Phil. 4.4. This ſpiritual joy or comfort, is nothing 
elſe but the cheerineſs of our heart in God, and the 
ſence of our intereſt in him , and in his Promiſes. And 
it's ſure , that no Providence can render this unſcaſona- 
ble to a Chriſtian. Let us ſuppoſe the moſt affli- 
&ed and calamitous ſtate” a Chriſtian can be in- 
cidentto, yet, | 

(1) Why ſhould ſad Providences make him lay by 


his comforts in God ? when as thoſe are but for a mo- |Þþ- 


ment, but theſe eternal, 2 Cor, 4. 17. 

(2.) Why ſhould welay by our joy in God , upon 
the account of (ad Providences without , when at the 
very worſt and loweſt ebb, the Saints have infiaitely 
more cauſc to rejoyce , than to be caſt down ? There's 
more in one of their mercies to comfort them , than 
in all their troubles to dejet them. All your 


loſſes are bus as the loſs of a farthing toa Prince, 
Rom. 8. 18. 


(3.) Why ſhould they be fad , as long as their God 


iS with them in all their troubles ? As Chriſt ſaid, 
Matth. 9. 15. Can the Children of tbe Bridegoom be ſad, 
whileſt the Bridcgroom ts with them? So ſayl , Can 
the ſoul be ſad , whileſt God is with it > Oh methinks,, 
that one Promiſe, Pal. 91. 15. I will be with him in 
trouble , ſhould bear you up under all burdens. 1 

them 


— 


% 


” 
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them be caſt down, that haye not God in trouble 


| tO turn fo, 


(4.) Why ſhould they be ſad , as long as no out- 
ward diſpenſation of Providence , (be it never ſo fad) 
can be interpreted asa mark or ſign of Gods hatred or 
Anger. Eccl. 9. 2, 3. There is one event to the righteous 
and wicked. Indeed, ifit werea ſignification of the 
Lords wrath _ man , it would juſtific our de- 
jeftion ; but this cannot be ſo : his heart istull of loye, 
whileſt the face of Providence is full of ftrowns, 

( 5. ) Why ſhould we be caſt down under ſad Pro- 
vidences , whilſt we have ſo great ſecurity , that even 
by the hands of theſe Providences God will do us 
good , and all theſe things ſhall e«r» to our ſalvation ? 
Rom. 8. 28. Bytheſe God is but killing your luſfts , 
weaning your hearts from a vain world , preuenting , 
temptations , and exciting your defires after heaven ; 
this is all the hurt they ſhall do you , and ſhall that 
ſadden us ? 

( 6. ) Why ſhould we lay by our joy in God, when 
as the cr conpRigs is ſo nigh? It's but a 
little while , aff ſorrows ſhall flee away : you ſhall 
"never ſuffer more, Cod will wipe awey all tears, 


. Revel. 7.17. Wellthen, you ſee there's no reaſon 


upon the account of Providence , to give up your joy 
and comfort in God. But if you will maintain it under 


all Pxovidences, then be careful 


( 1.) To Clear up your Intereſt in, and Title to 
God. Faith may be ſeparated from comfort, but aſſu- 
rance cannot. 

( 2.) Mortifie your inordinate affe&ions to carthly 
things. This makes Providences that deprive and croſs 
us fo heavy. Mortifie your opinion and affe&ion, and 
you ſenſibly lighten your aflition. It is ſtrong affe- 
Aion that makes ſtrong affliion. 


(3.) Dwell much upon the meditation of the Lords 


_, nearapproach ; and then all theſe things will ſeem but 


trifles to you. Let your moderation be known unto al 
men, the Lord is at hand, | 


Exter- 


_ 
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Xerciſe heavenly mindedneſs , and keep your hearts 
pon things eternal , under all the Providences with 
which the Lord exerciſes you in this world , Gen. 6, 9. 
Noah walked with God , yet met with asfad Providen- 
ces in his day , asany man that eyerlived ſince his time, 
But alas! we find moſt Proyidences , rather ſtops, than | 
ſteps in our walk with God. If we be under comfort. 
able Providences, how ſenſual , wanton and wordl 
do our hearts grow”! And it fad Proyidences befall us, 
how dedolent or diftrated are we! And thiscomes to 


. paſs partly through the nerrowneſs , but moſtly , 


through the decei:fulneſs of our ſpirits. Our heartsare 

narrow , and know not how to manage two buſineſſes | 
of ſuch different natures, as Earthly and Heavenly | | 
matters arc without detriment to one. PeBoranoftra | ; 
duas euras non admittunt. Put certainly ſuch a trame} : 
of ſpirit is attainable that will enable us to keep on in 

ancyen and ſteddy courſe with God , whatever befall} ; 
us. Othershavcattained it , and why not we? Prof-! t 
perous Proyidences are forthe mo®þart a dangerous} c 
ſtate to the ſuul. The Moon never ſuffers an Eclipſe ,| £ 
but at full ; yet Fehoſophat's grace ſuffered no Eclipſe | c 
from the fulneſs of his outward condition , who bad t] 
riches in abundance , ard his heart was lifted up #n the 

way of Gods commandments, 2 Chron. 17. 5,6. Da- ti 
wvid's life was as full of cares, turmoils and incum-j G 
brances, asmoſt men we read of; yet how ſpiritual! th 
the temper of his heart was, that excellent Book of} ti, 


Pſalms, (which was moſtly compoſed amidſt thoſe? K 


diſtrations) will acquaint us. The Apoſtles were caſt | de 
into asgreat neceſſities, and ſuffered as hard things ,Þ M4 
ascycrmendid ; yet how raiſed and heayenly their? ſu 
ſpirits were amidſt all , who ſces not ? And certainly, jde! 
it it were not poſſible to maintain heayenly-minded-jcat 
neſs inſuch a ſtate and poſture of affairs, God wouldſthe 
never exerciſe any of his people with ſuch Providences:ſing 
he would never give you ſo much of the world to loſeſver 
your heartsin the love of it , oro little todiſtraft youſis 

| with! 

: 
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with the cares ot ir. 1ftherefore we were more deeply 
ſanRificd , and the tendencies of our hearts heaven- 
5 | ward more ardent and vigorous; If we were more 
bþ | inortified to Earthly things, and could not but keep 
. | ourdue diſtance fromthem ; our outward conditions 
i would not at this rate draw forth aud exerciſe our in- 
., | wardcorruptions, nor would we hazard the loſs of fo 
n | ſweetancnjoyment as our fellowſhip with God is. 
t= for the fake of any concernment our bodies bayc 


ly on Earth, 

Sz —_ 
-:- 7 

7 | Of form all Providences maintain 4 contented heart 
re with what the Lord allots you, be it more or 
es | lejs of the things of this world. This grace muſt run 


parallel with all Providences. Learn how to be full , 
ra | and how to ſuffer want , andin every ſtate to be content, 
ne! Phil. 4. 12. 

in} Inthisdutyall menare concerned at all times, and 
all} ineyery ſtate, not only the people of God , but even 
of! the unregenerate alſo, 1 will therefore addreſs ſome 
2us; conſiderations proper to both. And firſt to the unre- 
ſe , | generate , to ſtop their mouths from repining , and 
pſe| charging God fooliſhly , when Providence crofles 
bad them. Let them ſeriouſly conſider theſe four things. 
the (1.) That Hell and Eternal damnation are the por- 
Dg&- tion oftheir cup, according to the tenour of Law, and 
um-) Goſpel threatnings. Whatſoeyer therefore is ſhort of 
tual} thisis to be admired as the fruit of Gods ſtupendious pa- 
& of} tience, and forbearance towards them. Ah poor ſouls! 
noſef Know you not, that you are men and women con- 
caſt} demned to wrath by the plain ſentence of the Law ? 
ngs ,þ Mark 16. 16. John 3. 36. 2 Thefſ. 1.6, 5. Andifſo, 
their; ſure there are other matters to exerciſe your thoughts, 
nly,þdelires . fears and cares about than theſe. Alas! if you 
ded-jzcarnot bear a frown of Providence, a light croſs in 
ouldftheſe things, how will you bear the everlaſting burn- 
nces:Jings! A man that is to loſe his head to morrow , is not 
loſeſvery ſolicitous what bed helyes cn , or how his Table 
- youſis turniſht the night before. 

with? F ( 2.) Cons 


| 


(4) 
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(2.) Conſider, though you be condemned perſons, 


. andhave no promiſe to entitle you to any mexcy ; yet 


there are very many mercies-in your polſeſſion at this 
day. Be your condition as afflitive as it will , is. life 
nothing?eſpecially conſidering whither you mult ſink, 
when that thread is. cut. Are the neceſlary ſupports of 
life nothing? Doth not Providence miniſter to you 
theſe things , though you daily diſoblige it , and pro- 
voke God to ſend you to your ownplace ? But, above 
all , is the Goſpel and precious means of ſalvation no- 
thing, by which you yet are ina capacity of eſcaping 
the damnation of Hell? O what would the damned 
ſay ,- if they were but put into your condition once 
more ? What, and yet fret againſt God ; becauſe 
exery thing elſe ſuits not your deſires? 

(3.). Conſider , that if cyer you be reſcued out of 
that miſerable condition you are .in , ſuch croſs Provi- 
dences , as theſe you complain of , are the moſt pro.. 
bable meanstodo it. Alas! proſperity and ſucceſs is 
not the way to ſave ,. but deſtroy you , Prov. 1. 32. 
You muſt be bound in fetters, and holden in cords of 
aflliction, if eyer your car be opened to inſtruction, 
Job 36. 8,9, 10, Wotoyou, ifyou go on ſmooth. 
ly in- the way in which you are, and meet with 
no croſſes. 

(4.] Laſtly , Conſider, all your troubles under 
which you complain , are pulled down upon your 
heads by your own ſins. You turn Gods mercics into 
ſin, and then fret againſt God , becauſe he turns your 
ſins into ſorrow. Your wayes and doings procure 
theſe things to you. Lay your hand therefore upon 
your mouth and ſay, Why doth the living man com- 
plain, a man for the puniſhment of his ſim , Lain. 3. 39. 
But I muſt turn to the Lords people , who have leaſt 
pretences of all men to be diſſatisfied with any of Gods 
Providences,, and yet are but too frequently found inf 
that temper. Andto them I ſhall offer the following] 
conliderations. 

(1.) Conſider your ſpiritual mercies and priviledge 
with which-the Lord Jeſu: hath inveſted you ; and repin 
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at your Lot of Providence if you can. One of theſe 
mercies alone, hath enough in it to ſweeten all your 
troubles in this world, When the Apoſtle conſidered 
them, his heart was overwhelmed with aſtoniſhment; 
ſo that he could not forbear in the midſt of all his out- 
ward troubles to cry out , Bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who hath abounded to 14 in all 
ſpiritual bleſſings, &c. Eph. 1.3. Oh , who that 
ſees ſuch an lnheritance ſetled upon him in Chriſt , can 
ever open his mouth more to repine at his Lot of Pro- 
vidence! 

(2.) Conſider your ſins , and that will make you con- 
tented with your Lot, Yea, conſider two things: in 
ſin. (1.) Whatit deſeryes from God, and (2.) What 
it requires to mortific and purgeit in you. Itdeſerves 
from God Eternal ruine: the merit of Hell is in the 
leaſt vain thought. Every ſin forfeits all the mercies 
you have; andifſo, rather wonder yourmercies are 
ſo many , than that you have no more. Beſides, you 
cannot doubt , but your corruptions require all the 
croſſes, wantsand troubles that are upon you , and it 
may be, agreatdeal more , to mortifie. and ſubduc 
them. Don't you find, afterallthe rods that have 
been upon you, a proud heart ſtill , a vain and earthly 
heart ſtill 2 Oh how many bitter potions are but ne- 
ceſlary to purge out this tough malignant humour ! 

(3-) Conſtder how near you are to the Change of your 
condition : have but alittle patience, and all will be 
as well with you as your hearts can deſire. It is no 
ſmall comfort to the Saints, that this world is the 
worſt place that ever they ſhall be in : things will bet- 
ter every day with them. It the Traveller have ſpent 
all his money , ye: it doth not much trouble him, it 
he know himſelf within a few miles of his own home. 
Ifthere be no. Candles in the houſe , we do not much 

matterit, if weare ſure 1t'-almolt break of day ; for 
then there will be no ufe for them. This is your 


cale ; your ſalvation is nearer than when you believed , 
Rom. 13. 31. 


I haye done with the directive part of this diſcqurſe:; 
bur 
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but before patsto this fifth Head , I judge it neceſſary 
to leayea few Cautions to preyent the abuſe of Provi- 


dence, and your miſcarriages in your behaviour to- 
wardsit. And 


—— 


Firſt Caution. 


Tf Providence delay the performance of any mercy to 


you , that you have long waited and prayed for ; yet ſee, 


that you deſpond not ; nor grow weary of waiting upon 
God for that reaſon. It pleaſes the Lord oftentimes to 
try , and exerciſc his people this way , and make them 
cry , How long Lord, how leng ? Pal. 13. 1, 2. 

Theſe delayes both upon ___ and temporal ac- 
counts are frequent , and when they befall us , we are 
t00 apt to interpret them as denyals, and fall into a 
{inful deſpondency of mind , though there be no cauſe 
at all forit, Tſal. 31. 12. Lam. 3.8 44. It is not al- 
wayesthat the returns of prayerare diſpatcht to us in 
the ſame hour they are asked of God , yct ſometimes 
it falls outſo, Iſa. 65. 24. Dan. 9. 23. But though 
the Lord means to perform to us the mercies we 
deſire; yet he will ordinarily exerciſe our patience to 
wait for them ; and that for theſe reaſons. 

(1.) Becauſe our time isnot the proper ſeaſon for us 
to reccive our merciesin. Now the ſeaſon of mcrcy is 
a very great circumſtance that adds much to the value 
ofit. Godjudgesnotaswedo; weare allin haſte, 
and will have it now , Numb. 12. 13. But he #5 a God 
of judgement , and bleſſed are they that wait for him , 
Iſa. 30. 18. 

(2.) AfMicive Providences have not accompliſhed 
that deſign upon our hearts they were ſent for , when 
we are {o carneft and impatient for a change of 
them; and till then the rod muſt not be taken off, 
Tfa. 10, 12. 

(3.) The more prayers and ſearchings of heart 
come between ow wants and ſupplies , our attlicti- 
ons and reliefs , the {weeterare our reliefs and ſup- 
plies thereby made to us, Ifa. 25. 9. Thrs #s w_ 

Goa, 


T he Myſterie of Providence. 125 
God, we have waited for him ; and he will ſave us : 
this is the Lord , we have waited for him , wewill re- 
Joyce and be glad in his ſalvation. This recompenſcs 
thedelay, and payes us for all the expences of our 
patience. 

But though there be ſuch weighty reaſons for the 
ſtop and delay of refreſhing comfortable Proyidences , 
yet we cannot bear it , our hands hang down and we 
faint , Pfal. 69. 3. I am weary of my crying, my throat 
is dry , mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. Yor 
alas! we judge by ſenſe and appearance , and conſider 
not , that Gods heart may be cowards us, whilſt thc 
hand of his Providence ſeems to be againſt us. If things 
continue at one rate with us , we think our prayers arc 
loſt, and our hopes periſhed, from the Lord : much 
more when things grow worſe and worſe, and our 
darkneſs and trouble encreaſcs, as uſually it doth juſt 
before the break of day and change of our condition , 
then we conclude, God is angry with our prayers. 
See Gideon's reply, Judges 6. 13. Thiseyen oc take 
eda Moſe's faith , Exod. 5. 22, 23. O what ground- 
leſs Jealouſies and ſuſpicions of God are found at ſuch 
times inthe hearts of his own Children ! Job g. 16, 17. 
Pſal. 77.7, 8, 9. 

But this is our great evil, and to prevent it in future 
tryals, I will offer a few proper conſiderations in 
the caſe. 

The delay of your mercies , is really for your advan- 
tage. Yourcad Ia. 30. 18. The Lord waits that he 


.may be gracious. What isthat? Why, it's nothing 


elſe but the time of his preparation of mercicsfor you, 
and your hearts for mercy , that ſo you may have it 
with the greateſt advantage of comfort. The fooliſh 
Child would pluck the apple while it's green; but when 
it's ripe , it drops of its own accord , and is more plea 
ſant and wholſome. | 
It's a greater mercy, to have an heart willing to refer 
all ro God, and be athisdiſpoſe ; than to enjvy pre- 
ſently the mercy we are moſt eager and impatient 
for. In that God pleaſes you , in this you pleaſe 
F 3 God, 
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s.) 
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God. A mercy may be given you as the fruit of com- 
mon Providence s uch a temper of heart is the 
fruit of ſpecial grace. So much as the gloritying of God 
is better than the content and pleaſure of the creature , 
ſo much is ſuch a frame better , than ſuch a 
fruition. 

Expe&ted mercies are never nearer , than when 
the hearts and hopes of Gods people are loweſt. 
Thus in their deliverance out of Egypt, and Pabylon, 
Ezck. 37. 11, So we have found it in our own 
perſonal concerns : at Evening time it ſhall be light , 
Zach. 14.7, When we look tor increaſing darkneſs , 
light ariſes. 

Our unfitneſs for mercy , is the reaſon why they 
aredelayed ſo long. We put the blocks into the 
way of mercy , and then repine, that they make no 
more haſte to us, Iſa. $9.1, 2. The Lords hand #5 not 
Jhortned , but our iniquities have ſeparated betwixt him 
and us. 

Conſider , the mercies you wait for , are the fruits 
of pure grace , you dikes them not , nor can 
claim them upon any Title of deſert ; and therefore 
have reaſon to wait tur them in a patient and thankful 
frame. 

Confider , how many Millionsof men as good as 
you by nature, are cutoff from all hope and expe- 
Fation of mercy for ever , and there remains to 
them nothing but @ fearful expettation of wrath. This 
might Have becn your caſe; and therefore be not 


of an impatient ſpirit under the expectations of 
mercy. 


Second Caution. 


Pry not t00 curiouſly into the ſecrets of Providence, 


vor ſufjer your ſhallow reaſon arrogantly to judge and 
cenſure its deſigns. 


There be hard Text in the Works, as well as in the 
Word of God. It becomes us modeſtly and humbly to 
reverence , butnot to dogmatize too boldly and poſi- 

tively 
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ſitively upon them : a man may eaſily get a ſtrain by pagu119ue 
over-reaching. When I thought to know this (faith 4% > 9%8 
Aſaph) it was too wonderful for me. 1 thought to !*7/7""9ere 
know this, there was the arrogant attempt of reaſon, ;,,, neque 
there he pryed into the Arcana of Providence; but it poteff ; cu 
wasto0O0 wondertul for me , it was labor inutilzs , as 99 ſir con- 
Calvin expounds it. He pryed ſo far into that puzzling / won 
Myſteric ofthe {ffliftions of the RighteorF;and Proſpe- ;,1;-ium 
rity of the wicked, till it begat envy towards them , vocare ; 
and dejpondency in himfe!f, Pal. 73. v. 3.13. and mc ef 


this was all he got by ſummoning Providence to the 9424 /#4t- 


bar of reaſon, "Holy 1c was guilty ofthis evil , and prima, 
ingenuouſly alhamed of it , Tob 42, 2, anez ichnt- 
I know , there is nothing in the Word or in the af, ne ſe 
Works of God, that is repugnant ro ſound reaſon :!7#/#ra f- 
but there are ſome things in both , which are oppoſite 7,557.79 


' ine ſummo 
to carnal reaſon ; as well as aboye right reaſon ; and}, 


' per:culo un 
therefore our reaſon never ſhews it ſelf more un- eo imveſti- 
reaſonable , than in ſummoning thoſe things to 34»do mens 
its bar , which tranſcend its ſphere and capacity. _— 

. . . . x amMero- 
Manifold are the miſchicfs which enſuc upon this,,;, pra - 
practice. le&p.; 12, 

(1.) Bythis we aredrawn into an unworthy ſuſpi- 
cion and diſtruſt of the faithtuineſs of God in the Pro- 
miſes. Sarah laught at the tydings of the Son of Pro- 
miſe, becauſe reaſon contradiged , and told her, it 
was naturally impoſlible, Gen. 18. 13, 14. 

(2.) Hence comes deſpondency of mind , and ſain: - 
neſs of heatt under afflitive Providences ; rea{ui? 
can diſcern no good fruits in them , nor dcliverance 
from them , and ſo our hands hang down in a fintul 
diſcouragement , ſaying , all theſe things arc againſt 
us, 15am.27.1. 

(3.) Hence flow temptations to deliver our ſclyes 
by indire& and ſinful mediums , ſa. 30.-15, 16. 
When our own reaſon fills ns with a diſtruſt of Provi- 
dence, it naturally prompts us to ſinful ſhifts, and 
there leayes us cnrangle] in the ſnares of cur ov 
making. iter 

Beware therefore you !ean not too much {y211;5 
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own reaſonsand underſtandings. Nothing is more 
plauſible , nothing more daygerous. In others mat- 
rers it is appointedthe Arbiter and Judge , we make it 
ſo here , and therefore we are ſo diffident and diftruſt- 
ful notwithſtanding the fulleſt ſecurity of the Promiſes, 
whileſt our reaſon itands by unſatisfied. 


De opens a — 
The Fift Head. 


Aving givendiretion for the due management 

of this great and importantduty , what remains, 
but that we now ſet our hearts to it , and make it the 
conſtant work of every day throughout our lives? O 
what peace, what pleaſure ,- what ſtability , what 
holy courage and confidence-would reſult from ſuch 
an obſervation of Providence as hath been dire&ed 
to! Butalas! we may ſay with reference to the voices 
cf Divine Providence , as it is Job 33. 14. God 
{peaketh once, yea twice , yet man perceiveth it not. 
Many a time Providence hath ſpoken Inſtruftion in 
duty , Conviftion tor iniquity , Encouragement under 
deſpondency ; but weregard it not. How greatly are 
we all wanting to our duty , and comfort by this ne- 
vie! It will ve but needtul therefore to ſpread before 
vou , the lovelineſs and excellency of walking with 
God in adue and daily obſeryation of his Proyidences , 
that 'our ſouls may be fully engaged to it.” 


"a 


ht. A—— 


Firſt Motive- 


Nd Firſt, Let me offerthis, as a moving argu- 
ment to all gracious ſouls ; That by this means 
you may maintain ſweet and ſen{tble communion with 
God from day today. And what is there deſirable in 
this world , in compariſon therewith! Thou Lord haſt 
made me glad through thy works: T1 willtriumph in 
the works of thy hands, Plal, 92. 4. Your hearts 


may 
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may be as ſweetly and ſenſibly refreſht by the works of 
Gods hands, as by the words of his mouth , 7/al. 
104. per totum is ſpent inthe conſideration of the 
works of Providence , which ſo filled the Pſalmiſt's 
heart, that, by way of <jaculation , he expreſlcs 
the effet of it , Ver. 34. My Meditation of him 
ſhall be ſweet. 

Communion with God properly and ſtritly taken, 
conſiſts in two things; viz. Gods manifeſtation of 
himſelf to the ſoul , and the ſouls anſwerable returns 
to God. This is that koinonia fellowſhip we have 
here wita God. Now God manifeſts himſclt to his 
people by Providences as well as Ordinances ; ncither 
is there any grace in a ſanctified ſoul hid from the gra- 
cious influences of his Providential maniteſtations. 
Sometimes the Lord manitefls his diſpleaſure and 
anger againſt the ſins of his people in correcting and 
rebuking Providences. His rods have a chiding voice, 
Micah. 6. 9. Hear the rod and who hath apporited it, 
Thisdiſcovery of Gods anger kindly melts and thaws 
a gracious ſoul, and produces a double ſweet effect 
upon it , namely , repentance for {ins paſt, and due 
caution againſt future fins. ( 1. ) Itthaws and melis 
the heart for ſias committed. Thus David's heart was 
melted for his ſin , when the hand of God was heavy 
upon him in affliction, Pfal. 32. 4, 5. Thus the 
Captive Church , upon whom fell the ſaddeſt and moſt 
diſmal Providence that ever befell any of Gods people 
inany age of the world ; fee how their hearts are 
broken for ſin under this ſevere rebuke , Lam. 2. 17, 
18, 19, Andthen, ( 2.) Forcaution againſt ſin for 
the time to come ; it's plain , that the rebukes of Pro- 
vidence leave that efte& alſo upon gracious hearts, 
Exra 9.13, 14. Pſal.85.8. 

Sometimes he cheers and comforts the hearts of 
his people with ſmiling and reviving Provicences, 
both publick and perſonal. There are times ot litting 
up as well as caſting down by the hand of Pro- 
vidence. The Scene changes , the aſpe&ts of Provi- 


dence are very cheerful and encouraging : their W inter 
F. $ {cen;s 
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ſcems to be over: they put off their garments of 
mourning; and then, Ah, what ſweet returns arc 
made to heaven by gracious ſouls! Doth God lift them 
up by proſperity ? they alſo will lift up their God by 
praiſes. See Pſal. 18. Title , and v. 1,2, 3. So 
Moſes and the people with him , Exod 15. when God 
had delivered them from Pharaoh , how do they exalt 
wim in a ſong of thankſgiving , which for the ele- 
ancy- and ſpirituality of it, is made an. Emblem 
of thedoxologics given to God in glory by the Saints ! 
Rev. 15. 3. 

Upon the whole , whatever effects our Commu- 
nion with God in any of his Ordinances duth uſe to 
produce upon our hearts, the fame we may obſerve 
to follow our conyerſing with him in his Provi- 
dences. For, 

It is uſually found in the experience of all the Saints, 
that in what Ordinance or duty ſoever they have any 
ſenſible communion with God , it naturally produces 
in their ſpirits a deep abaſement and humiliation from 
the ſenſe of divine condeſcenſions to ſuch vile poor 
Worms as we are. Thus Abraham, Gen. 18. 27. 
JT ambut duſt and aſhes. The ſame effe follows our 
conyerſe with God in his Proyidences. Thus when 
God had in the way of his Providence proſpered Ja- 
cob, how doth he lay himſelf at the feet of God , as a 
wan overwhelmed with the ſenſe of mercy ! See Gen. 
32. 5, 10, And Jacoo ſaid, I am not worthy of the 
leaſt ey thy mercies, andofall the truth which thou 
haſt ſhewed thy ſervant ; for with my ſtaff 1 paſſed over 
this Jordan, and now am become two bands, Thus 
alſoit was with David, 2 Sam. 7. 18. WhoamT, and 
what is my Fathers houje , that thou haſt brought me 
hitherto! And I doubt not, but ſome of you have 
tound tlic like frame of heart upon you, that theſe holy 
men here expreſſed. Can you not remember when 
God lifted you up by Providence , how you calt down 
your ſelves betore him , and haye been viler in your 
own eyes thaneyer ! Why, thus do all gracious 
hearts; Whatam I, that the Lord ſhould do thus 


and 
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and thus for me! O that ever ſo great- and holy a 
God ſhonld thus be concerned tor ſo vile and fin- 
ful a Worm! 

Doth Communion with God in Ordinances, melt 
the heart intolove to God ? Cent. 2. 3,4, 5. Why, fo 
doth the obſervation of his Providences alſo. Never 
did any man converſe with Gods works of Providence 
aright , but found his heart at ſome times melred into 
loveto the God of his mercies , Pſal. 18. 1. compared 
withthe Title. When God had delivered him from 
the hand of Saxl , and ail his Enemies, hefaid , I 
will love thee O Lord my firength. Every man loves 
the mercies of God , but a Saint loves the God of his 
mercies. The mercies of God ; as they are the fewel 
of a wicked mans luſts , ſo they are fewel to maintain 
a good mans love to God ; not that their love to God 
is grounded upon theſe external benefits, Not thine , 
but thee, O Lord, isthe mozto of a gracious ſoul ; 
but yet theſe things ſerve to bluw up the flame of Iluve 
to God in their hearts, and they find it (2. 

Doth Communion with God ſet the keeneſt edge 
upon the ſoul againit ſin? Youſeeitdoth : and have 
a pregnant Inſtance of it in Moſes , when he had been 
with Godinthe Mount for forty dayes, and had there 
enjoyed communion with him ; when he came down 
and ſaw the Calf the people had made ; ſee what an 
holy paroxy/zm of zeal and anger it caſt his ſoul into, 
Exod, 32. 19, 20. Why, the ſameeffett you 'may 
diſcern to follow the Saints converſe with God in his 
Providences. What was that which pierced the heart 
of David with ſuch a deep ſenſe ofthe evil of his fin , 
which is ſo abundantly manifeſted in Pſalm 51. 
throughout 2 Why , if you look into the Title you 
ſhall find , it wasthe effe&t of what Nathan had laid 
before him : and if you conſult 2 Saw. 12.7, 8, 9, 10. 
you ſhall find , it wasthe goodneſs of God maniicſted 
to him in the ſeveral endearing Providences of his lite , 
which in this he had ſo evilly requited the Lord for , 
that broke his heart to pieces in the ſenſe of it : and I 
doubt not , but ſome of us have ſometimes found the: 

I.ke 


(3-} 


(4.) 


132 Divine Condutt, or, 


like effets, by comparing Gods wayes and our own 
together. 

Doth Communion with the Lord enlarge the heart 
for obedience and ſervice? Surely it is as oyl to the 
wheels, that makes them run on freely and nimbly 
their courſe. Thus when Iſaiah had obtained a ſpe- 
cial manifeſtation of God , and the Lord askt , Whom 
[tall I ſend? he preſents a ready ſoul for the employ- 
ment, Iſa. 6.8. Heream1, Lord, ſend me, Why, 
the very ſame effed follows ſanftified Providences , as 
you may ſee in Tehoſaphat , 2 Chron. 17. 5,6. and in 
David , Pal. 116. 12. O whena ſoul conſiders what 
God hath done for him , he cannot chuſe but ſay, 
what ſha]l I return? how ſhall I anſwer theſe engage- 
ments ? 

And thus you ſee , what ſweet Communion a ſoul 
may have with God in the way of his Providences. O 
that you would thus walk with him! How much of 
Heaven might be found on Earth this way! And cer- 
_— , it will never repent the Lord he hath done you 
good , when his mercies produce ſuch effefts upon 
your hearts: he will ſay of every favour thus improved, 
It was well beſtowed, and will rejoyce over you to 
do you good for ever. | 


Second Motive, 


A Creat part of the pleaſicre and delight of the Chri- 
ſtian life is made out of the obſervations.of Provi- 
dence. Itisfaid, Pal. 111 2. The works of the Lord 
are great , ſought ont of all them that have pleaſure 
therein: (1.e.) the ſtudy of Providence is ſo ſweet and 
pleaſant , that it invites and allures the ſoul to ſearch 
and dive into it. How pleaſant is it to a well tempered 
ſoul to behold and obſerve. 

( 1.) The ſweet harmony and conſent of divine 
Attributes in the iſſues of Providence ! They my 
ſcem ſometimes tojarr andclaſh, to part with eac 


other , and go contrary wayess but they only om 
0 
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ſotodo; forin the winding up , they alwayes meet 
and embrace cach other, Pfal. 85. 10. Mercy and 
Truth have met together : Righteouſneſs and Peace have 
kiſſed each other. It isſpoken with an immediate re- 
ference to that ſignal Providence of Tſrae!s deliverance 
out of the Babyloniſh captivity , andthe ſweet effects 
thereof : wherein the truth and righteouſneſs of 
God in the promiſes, did as it were kiſs and em- 
brace the mercy and peace that was contained in 
the performance of them , after they had ſeemed for 
ſeventy years to be at a great diſtance trun: cach other. 
For it 5s an alluſion to the uſual demonſtrations of 
joy and gladneſs, thattwo dear friends are wont to 
give and receive , after a long abſence and ſepara- 
tion from each other : they no ſooner meet, but 
they ſmile , embrace and kiſs each other. Even 
thus it is here. The word Niphkaſhu may be, (and 
by ſome is) rendered , have met 14 , and that alſo is Occurwrt 
true , for when ever theſe bleſſed Promiſes and Per- 19% , Sy- 
formances meet and kiſs each other , they are alſo joy- *<: 
fully embraced and kifled by belieying fouls. There 
is, Idoubtnot, a mediate reference of this Scripture 
tothe Meſſzahalſo , and our redemption by him : In 
him it is that theſe divine Attributes which before 
{cemed to claſh and contradi&t one anotherinthe 
buſineſs of our ſalvation, have a ſweet agreement 
and accompliſhment. Truth and Righteouſneſs do 
in him meet with Mercy and Peace in a bleſſed agree- 
wnent, What a lovely ſight is this! and how plea- 
fant ro behold! O it with Habbakuk, chap. 2. v. 3. 
we would but ſtand upon our Watch-Tower to 
take due obſervations of Providence ; what rare 
pru{petts might we have! Luther underſtands it of 
the Word of God, q. d. Iwill look into the Word, 
and obſerve there how God accompliſheth all things, 
and brings them to paſs, and how his works are the 
fulfilling of his Word. Others ( as Calvin) under. 
ſtand it of a mans own retiring thoughts and me- 
ditations , wherein a man caretully obſerves what 
purpoſes and deligns God hath upon the World 
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in general , or upon himſelf in particular , and how $ 


the Truth and Righteouſneſs of God in the Word 


work themſelyes through all difficulties and impedi- 
ments, and meet in the mercy , peace and happineſs 
of the Saints at laſt. Every Believer (take it in which 
ſenſe you will, ) bath his Vatch-Towey as well as Hab- 
bakuk: andgivemelcaye to fay, it's an Angelical 
employment to ſtand upon it , and behold the conſent 
of Gods Attributes , the accompliſhment of his Ends , 
and our own happineſs inthe works of Providence. 
For this is the very joy of the Angels and Saints in 
Heaven, toſce Gods Ends wrought out , and his Ar- 
tributesglorified in the mercy and peace of the Church, 
Rev. 14.1; 2, 3.& 8. 

(2.) And asit's a pleaſant ſight to ſec the harmony 
of Gods Attributes , ſo it isexceeding pleaſant to be- 
bold the reſurrefion of our own prayers and hopes as 
from the dead. Why, this you may often ſee, if you 
will duly obſerve the works of Providence towards 
you. Wehopcand pray for ſuch and ſuch merciesto 
the Church , or to our ſelves ; but God delayes the 
accompliſhment of our hopes, ſuſpends the anſwer of 
our prayers; and ſeemsto ſpeak to us, as Hab. 2. 3. 
For the viſion is yet for an appointed time , but at the 
end it ſhall ſpeak and not Lye : though it tarry, wait for 
it , becauſe it will ſurely come , it will not tarry : but 
we have no patience to wait the time of the Promiſe, 
our hopes languiſh and dye in the interim ; and we ſay 
with the deſpondent Church , Lam. 3. 18. Our. hope 
5s periſhed from the Lord ; but Oh, how ſweet and 
comfortable isit , to ſee theſe prayers fulfilled , after 
we havegiven up all expectation of them! May we 
not ſay of them , asthe Scripture ſpeaks of the reſtora- 
tion ofthe Jews, itiseyen life from the dead. This 
was David'scaſe, Pſal. 31. 22. hegaye up his hopes 
and prayersfor loſt , yet lived to ſee the comfortable 
and unexpected returns of them. And this was the 


| 


| 
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caſe of 10b, chap. 6. 11. he had given up all expetta- | 
tion of better dayes ; and yet this man lived to ſce a | 


re{vrrefion of all his loſt comforts with an adyantave. 
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Think how that change and unexpetted turn of Proyi- 
dence afteed his foul: it is with our hopes and prayers 
as with our .Alms , Caſt thy bread on the waters , for 
thou ſhalt find it after many dayes , Eccle. 11. 1. oras 
it was with Jacob, who had given overall hopes of 
ever ſeeing his beloved Joſeph again, but when a 
ſtrange and unexpeted Proyidence had reſtored that 
hopeleſs mercy to him again , Oh how rayiſhing and 
tranſporting was it ? Gen. 46. 29, 30, 

(3.) Whatatranſporting pleaſure isit, to behold 
great bleſſings and advantages to us wrought by Pro- 
vidence , out of thoſe yery things that ſeemed to 
threaten our ruine or miſery ? and yet by due obſerving 
the wayes of Providence, you may to your ſingular 
comfort find itſo. Little did Joſeph think his tranſ- 
portation into Eg ypt,had been in order to his advance- 
ment there; yet he lived with joy to fee it, and with 
a thankful heart to acknowledge it, Ger. 45. 5. Wait 
and obſerve, and you ſhall afſuredly find that Pro- 
miſe, Rom. 8. 28. working out its way through all 
Providences. How many times have you been made 
to ſay as Pavid Pal. 119.71, It 5 good for me that 1 
have been afflifted. O whata difference have we ſeen 
betwixt our affliftions at our firſt meeting with them, 
and our parting from them! We have entertained them 
with ſighs and tears, but parted from them with joy, 
bleſling God tor them , as the happy Inſtruments of 
our good. Thus our fears and ſorrows are turned into 
praiſes and ſongs of thankſgiving. 

(4.) W hat unſpeakable comfort is it for a poor ſoul, 
that ſees nothing but fin and vilenefsin it ſelf, at the 
fame time to fce what an high efteem and value the 
great God hath tor him ! This may bediſcerned by a 
duc attendance to Providence, for there a man ſces 
goodneſs avd mercy following him through all his 
dayes, asitis P/al. 23. 6. Other men proſecute good, 
and it flves from them , they can never overtake it ; 
but goodneſs and mercy follow the people of God, and 
they cannot avoid oreſcape it: it gives them chaſe day 
by day , and finds them out ; cyca when they fome- 
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times put themſelves by fin out of the way of it. In 
all the Providences that befall them , goodneſs 
and mercy purſues them. O with what a melting 
heart do they ſometimes refle&t upon theſe things ! 
aud will not tbe goodneſs of God be diſcouraged from 
following me , notwithſtanding all my wile affronts 
and abuſes of it in former mercies ? Lord, what am 
I, that mercy /kould thus purſue me , when vengeance 
and wrath purſue others a3 good by nature as TI am ? It 
certai-;ly argues the great eſteem God hath of a man, 
when he thus follows him with ſanQifed Providences 
( whether they be comfort or croſſes ) for his good, 
And ſo much isplain , from Job 7. 18. Lord what is 
man , that thou ſhouldſt viſit him every morning , and 
try him every moment ? Certainly, Gods people are his 
treaſure, and by this it appears that they are ſo, that he 
withdraws not his eye from them, Fob 36. 7. 1 ſay not, 
that Gods favour and reſpe&ttoa man , may be con- 
cluded ſingly from his Providences ; but ſanRified 
Providences may very much clearitto us: and when 
it doth ſo: it cannot but be matter of exceeding 
great joy. 

( 5.) Toconclude , what istherein all this world, 
that can give a ſoul ſuch joy and comfort , as to find 
himſelf by every thing ſct on and furthered in his way 
to Heaven. And yet this may be diſcerned, by an heed- 
ful attendance to the effefts and iſſues of Providences. 

How croſs ſoever the Winds and Tides of Provyi- 
dence at any time ſeem to us , yetnothing is more cer- 
tain, than that they all conſpire to haſten ſanRified 
ſouls to God, and fit them for glory. 

St. Paul knew , that both his bonds and the affli. 
ftions added to them ſhould turn to, or (asthe word 
apobeſetaiimports) finally iſſue in his ſalvation , Phil. 
1.19. Notthat inthemſclves they ſerveto any ſuch 
purpoſe ; but as they are over-ruled and determined 
to ſuch an end, through Prayer , and the ſupply of the 
Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, When Prayer the external, and 
the Spirit the internal means are joyned with them ; 
then Afflitiops themſclyes become excellent means 
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to promote ſalvation. And have we not with joy ob- 
ſerved , how thoſe very things, that ſenſe and reaſon 
tell usare oppoſite to our happineſs, haye been the 
moſt blefled Inſtruments to promote it ? How hath 
God bleſled Croſſes to a corruption , wants to 
kill our wanttonneſs , diſappointments to wean us from 
the world! O welittle think , how comfortable thoſe 
things will be inthe review , which are fo burdenſome 
to preſent ſenſe ! 


Lo — 


The Third Motiye. 


N the next place , I beſcech you conſider , 1hat an 
Tefettuat means the due obſervation of Providence will 
be to over-power and ſuppreſs the natural Atheiſm that 
is in your hearts. 

There isa natural ſced of Atheiſin in the beſt hearts? 
and thisis yery much nouriſhed , by paſling a raſh and 
falſe judgement upon the works of Providence. When 
we ſee wicked ones to proſper in the world, and godly 
men cruſhed and deſtroyed inthe way of righteouſneſs 
and integrity ; it may tempt usto think , there is no 
advantage by religion , and all our ſelf-denyal aud 
holineſs. to be little better than loſt labour. 'Thus ſtood 
the caſe with good Aſaph, Plal. 73. 12,13. Behold, 
theſe are the ungodly that proſper in the world , they in- 
creaſe in riches : and what doth the fleſh infer trom 
thence ? Why no leſs than the unprofitableneſs of the 
waycs of holineſs, Verily I have cleanſed my heart. in 
vain ; and waſbedmy hands in innocency. This irreli- 
vious Inlcrence carnal reaſon was ready to draw from 
the difpenſations of outward proſperity to wicked 


- men; but now if we would heedtully obſerye , either 


the ſignal retributions of Providence to many of them 
in this world, or to all of them in the world to come ;.O 
what a full confirmation is this to our faith ! Pſal. 9. 16, 
The Lord is known by the Judgements that he executeth. 
The fifty cighth Pſalm contains the Charatters of the 
moſt prodigious ſinners , whoſe wickedneſs is aggray- 


| ated, By 


.* 
Cs Is ACE Tt FO IIa enes 
” 


tnoic Providences, that demonſtrate the Being , Wil- 
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By the deliberation with which it's committed, 
Ver. 2. 
By their habit and cuſtominit, V. 3. { 
By their incorrigibleneſs and perſiſtence in it ,} 
Ver. 4, $5. $ 
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And the Providence of God is there invited 


To deſtroy their power, 7. 6. and that cithe) 

By a gradual and inſenſible conſumptioh of then, 
F. 7%, $ of 

By a ſuddain and unexpeted flroke, V7. 9. 


And what ſhall the effeAs of ſvch Providences be 
ro the Righteous? Why, it ſhallbe matter of joy , 
Fer. 10, And great confirmation to their faith in 
God, Ver. 11. Ferily there 55:4 God that judg(th in the 
earth, 

And on'the contrary , how convincingly clear are 


dom, Power, Love and Faithfulneſs of God , in the 
ſupporting , preſerving and delivering of the Righte- 
ous, inall their dangers, fears and difhculties? In 
theſe things 'the Lord fhews himſelf to his people, 
Pſal. 94.1. Yea, he ſhews himſelf to ſpiritual eyes 
intheſe Providences, as clearly , as the Sun manifeſts 
himſelt by his own beams of light , Hab. 3. 3, 4. Hs 
br:ghtneſs was as the light , and he hud horns coming 
out of hes hands , and there was the h:ding of his power. 
It's ſpoken of the Lords going forth for his people in 
in their deliverance from their Enemies : and then he 
had horhs or rayes and beams of power and mercy 
coming out of his hands; by his hands, are meant 
his Providential adminiſtrations and diſpenſations, and 
the horns that came out of them , are nothing elfe but 
the glorious diſplay of his Attributes in thoſe Providen- 
ces. How did God make himfeltt known to his peo- 
ple in that ſignal deliverance of them out of Egypt? 
Sec Exod. 6. 2. then he was known to them by his 
name \ 
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name Jehovah , in giving being by his Proyidences to 
the mercies promiſed. 

Thus when Chriſt ſhall give his people the Haft and 
greateſt deliverance from Antichriſt , he thall ſhew 
himſelf to his people in a veſture dipt in blood, and his 
Name ſhall be called , The werdwfced, Rev. 19.13. 
His Name was the Word of God before ; but then he 
was the Word revealing and diſcovering the promiſes 
and truths of God ; now accompliſhing and tutflling 
them. That his Name is near , his wonderful works 
declare, Pſal.75. 1. 

But more particularly , let us bring it hometo our 
own experience. It may be , we find our ſ-lves{ornc. 
times aſſaulted with Athciſtical thoughts: we arc 
tempted to think God hath left all chings below to the 
courſe and ſway of nature , that onr prayers reach him 
not , ASit is Lam. 3. 44. that he regards not what evils 
befall us. But , tell me Saints , have you not enough 
at hand to ſtop the mouths of all ſuch temptations * O 
do but refleft upon your own Experiences, and (o- 
lemnly ask your own hearts, 

(1.) Have you never ſcen the All-ſfufficient God in 
the proviſions he hath made for you and yours , 
throughout all the way that you have gone! Who 
was it that ſupplyed to you whatever was needtul in all 
your ſtraits? Was it not the Lord ? 'T he that hath 
given bread to them that fear him , and hath been ever 
mindful of his Covenant . Pal. 111. 5. O do but con- 
ſider the conſtancy , ſeaſunablenels , and at ſometimes 
the extraordinarineſs of.theſe proviſions, and how 
they have been giyen in upon prayer , and ſkut your 
eyes it you can , againſt the convincing evidence of 
that great truth , Job 36.7. He withdraweth not his 
eze from the Righteous. 

(2.) Have you not plainly difcerned the care of 
God in your preſeryations from ſo many and great 
dangersas you haye eſcaped and been carried through 
hitherto ? How is it, that you have over-lived ſo many 
mortal dangers , ſickneſſes, accidents , deſigns of 
Enemies to ruine you? Itis1 preſume, beyond que- 


ſtion 
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ſtion with you , that the very finger of God hath been 
in theſe things , and that it is by his care alone, you 
have been preſerved. When God had ſo ſignally de- 
livered David from a dangerous diſeaſe and the plots 
of Enemics againſt him , by this (ſaid he) 1 know 
thou favoureſt me , becauſe mine enemy doth not 
triumph over me , Pſal. 41. 11. he gathered from 
thoſe gracious proteQions, the cate Gud had oyer 
him. 

( 3.) Have you not plainly diſcerned the hand of 
God, in the returns and accompliſhments of your 
prayers? Nothing can be more evident than this to 
men of obſervation, Pal. 34.4, $,6. I ſought the 
L.ord, and he heard me , and delivered me from all my 
fears. They looked unto him and were lightned, and 
their faces were not aſhamed. This poor man cryed, and 
the Lord heard him , and ſaved him out of all his tro. 
bles. Parallel to this, runs the experience of thouſands 
and tenthouſands of Chriſtians this day ; they know 
they have the petitions they asked of him. The Mercy 
carries the very impreſs and amp ot the Duty upon it, 
So that we can ſay , This is the Mercy, the very Mercy I 
have ſo often ſought God about. O how ſatisfying, 
and convincing are theſe things! 

(4.) Have you not evidently diſcerned the Lords 
hand , in the guiding and direfting of your paths, to 
your unforeſeen advantage ? Things that you never 
projected for your ſelves, have been brought about 
beyond all your thoughts. Many ſuch things are 
with God ; and which of all the Saints hath not found 
that word Fer. 10. 23. verified by clear and undeniable 
experience? The way of man is not in himſelf. 1 pre- 
ſume, if you will but look over the mercics you poſ- 
ſeſs this day , you will find three to one , it may beten 
to one thus wrought by the Lord for you. And how 
ſatisfying beyond all Arguinents in the world are theſe 
experiences, That there is a God to whom his people 
are exceeding dear , « God that performerh all things 
for them ! 

(s.) Is it not fully ccnviftive , that there is a God 

who 
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' whotakescare of you, inas much as you have found 


| 
| 
| 


in all the temptations and difficulties of your liyes his 
promiſes ſtill fulfilled, and faithtully performed in all 
thoſe conditions? I appeal to your ſelves. if you have 
not ſeen that Promiſe made good , Pſal. 91. 15. 1 will 
be with him in trouble , and that 1 Cor, 10. 13. God is 
faithful , who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above 
that you are able: but will with the temptation alſo make 
awayto ape , that ye may be able to bear it. Have 
not theſe been as clearly made out by Providence be- 
fore your eyes, asthe.Sun at Noon day ? Wha: room 
then is left for Atheiſtical ſuggeſtions in your breaſts ? 


—_——— 


a 


The Fourth Motive. 


T7 recording and Recognicing of the performances 
of Providence , will be a ſmgular ſupport to faith in 
future extgencies- This excellent uſe of it lyes full in 
the yery eyc of the Text. There never beiel] David in 


D:ligentey 
perpenda- 
. A ; "Mus ves 
all his troubles , a greater ſtrait and diſtreſs than this ; prereriras, 
and doubtleſs his faith had ſtaggered , had not the con- tm pre- 


ſiderations of former Providence come in to its relief. /e#tes ; »t 


From this Topick faith argues , and that very ſtrongly Fn fo wen 


and concluſively. So did David's faith in many exi- aecint 
gencies: when he was to encounter the Champion of mus : fides 
the Philiſtins , it was from former Providence that he 47g*men- | 
encouraged himſelf, 1 Sam. 17.73. Andthe Apoſtle _ HE - 
Paul improves his experiences to the ſame purpoſe , 7, ,,./mn;; 
2 Cor. 1.9, 10, Indeed the whole Scripture is full of & ab #tr- 
it: What Chriſtian underſtands not the exceeding uſe. 4%e ad 
fulneſs oi thoſe experiences he hath had to relieve and or * way 

| as" Ja ed, 
enliven ? Burt I ſhall not atisfie my ſclf with the com- 
mon aſſertion , than which nothing is more trite in 
the lips of profeſſors : but will labour to ſhew you, 
wherein the great uſefulneſs of our Recorded Expe- 
riences, for encouraging faith labouring under mA 
faculties, conſiſts. To this purpoſe, 1 ſhall deſire 
the Reader to ponder fcrioufly theſe following par- 
ticulars. 
How 


(1.) 


142 Dive Condit, or, 

How much adyantage thoſe things have upon our 
ſouls , which we have already felt and taſted, beyond 
thoſe which were never reliſhed by any former expe- 
rience > What is Experience ? but the bringing down 
of the objetts ©t .aich to the dijudication and teſt of 
ſpiritual ſenſe ? Now when any thing hath been once 
taſted , felt and judyed by a former Experience, it is 
much more eaſily believed and received when it oc- 
currs again, It's much caſter for faith to travel in a 
paththat is well knuwnto it, having formerly trod 
it, thanto beat wut a new one which it never trod, 
norcan ſcc one ſtep before it. Hence it is, though 
there be a difficulty in all the a&s of faith , yet ſcarce 
in any like the firſt adventure it makes upon Chriſt z 
and the reaſon lyes here , becauſe inthe ſubſequent atts 
it hath all its former experiences to aid and en- 
courage it ; but inthe firſt adventure it hath noneat all 
of its own it takes a path which it never knew before. 

To truſt Gud without any tryal or experience is a 
more noble at of taith ; but to truſt him after we have 
oftentryed him , is known to be more eaſie. O 'tis 
no {mall advantage toa ſoul in a new plunge and di- 
ſtreſs, to be ableto ſay, This is not the fart time I 
have beenin theſe deeps, and yer emerged out of 
them! Hence it was , that Chriſt rub'd up his Diſci- 
ples memories with what Providence had formerly 
wrought tor them ina day of ſtraits , Matth. 16. 8, 9, 
10, 11, Oye.of little faith , why reaſon ye among your 
ſelves , becauſe ye have brought no bread? do ye not 
yet underſtand, neither remember? q. d. Were ye 
aever under any ſtrait for bread before now 7 Is this 
the firlt difficulty that ever your faith combated with ? 
No, no, you have felt ſtraits, and experienced the 
power and care of God in ſupplying them , before 
now ; and therefore I cannot but call you men of 
little faith ; for a very ordinary and ſmail meaſure 

of faith, aſſiſted with ſo much experience as you 
have had , would enable you to truſt God, There is 
as much difterence betwixt believing before, and af- 
rer experience , as there is betwixt ſwimming wirh 

blad- 
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bladders, and our firſt yenture into the deep waters 


- without them, 


W hat a ſingular encouragementto faith do former 
Experiencesyieldit, by anſwering all the pleas and 
objeCtions of unbelief drawn from the objett of taith ? 
Now there be two things that unbeliet ſtumbles at in 
God: One is his Power , the other his Willingneſs 
to help. 

(1.) Unbelief obje&ts the impoſſibility of relief in 
deep diſtreſſes, Pſal.78. 19. Can God furni/b a Table 
inthe Wilderneſs * can he give bread alſo? can he-pro- 
wide fleſh for by people? O vile and unworthy thoughts 
of God! proceeding from our meaſuring the immenſe 
and boundleſs power of God, by our own line and: 
meaſure : becauſe we ſee not which way relict ſhould 
come, we conclude , none isto be expected. But all: 
theſe reaſonings of Unbelict are vanquiſht by a ſerious 
refleftion upon our own Experiences : God hath help. 
ed, therefore. he can , Ifa. 59. 1. His hand i not 


ſbortned : (i. e.) he hath as much power and ability- 


as formerly. 

(2.) Unbelicf objefts againſt the Will of God, and 
queſtions , whether he will now be gracious, though 
he hath formerly beet ſo. But after ſo many expe. 
rienccs of his readineſs to help , what room for doubt. 
ing remains? Thus Paul reaſoned from the experience 
of what he had done , to what he would do, 2 Cor. 1. 
10. andſodid David, 1 Sam. 17. 36. Indeed if a 
man had never experienced the goodneſs of God to 
him , it were not ſo heinous a fin to queſtion his wil- 
lingneſs to do him good ; but what place is left after 
ſuch frequent tryals? 

lt gives great encouragement to faith, as it anſwers 
the objeRions of unbeliet drawn from the ſubjef. 
Now theſe Objeftions are of two ſorts alſo. 

( 1.) Such asaredrawn from our great unworthi. 
neſs. How (faith Unbelief) can fo lintul and vile a 
creature expect, that ever God ſhould do this or that 
for me? *'Tistrue, we find he did great things for 
Abrabam, Iſaac , 1 acob , Moſes , oC. but theſe were 
men 


(34) 
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men of eminent holineſs , men that obeyed God ; and 
denyed themſelves for him , and lived more in a day 
to hisglory , thanever I did all my dayes. 

W ell , but what ſ1gnifics all this to a ſoul, that under 
all its ſenſible vileneſs and unworthineſs hath taſted the 
goodneſs ot God as well as they? As unworthy as I 


ain , God hath been goud to me notwithſtanding : his | 


mercy appeared firſt to me, when | was worſe than 1 
am now , both in condicron and diſpoſrtion ; and there. 
fore I will ſtill expect he concinuance of his goodneſs 
to me, though lI deſerve it not. if when we were Ene- 
mies we wereveconciied to Cod by the death of his Son, 
how much more being reconciled , we /tali be ſaved by 
his life? Rom. 5. 10. 

(2.) Such as are drawn from the extermity of our 


preſent condition , it troubles or dangers grow to an | 


height , and weſce nothing but ruine and miſery in 
the cyc of reaſon before us ; now unbelict becomes 
importune and troubleſome to the ſoul , now where 
are thy prayers, thy hopes,. yea , where is now 
thy God? 

But all this is eaſily put by and avoided , by conſult. 
ing our experiences in former caſes, This is not the 
firſt time 1 have been in theſe ſtraies , nor the firſt time 
I have had the ſame doubts and deſpondencies; and 
yet, God hath carried me through all, Pſal. 77. 7,8, 
9, &c. This is it that ſuffers not a Chriſtian to unravel 
all his hopes in an hour of temptation. O how uſeful 
are theſe things to the people of God. 


The Fift Motive. 


T*% Recognition of former Providences will mi- 
niſter to your ſouls contihual matter of praiſe and 
thanksgiving , which is the very employment of the 
Angels in Heaven , and the ſweeteſt part of our lives 
on Eartb. 

See Pſal. 61.7, 9. If God will prepare Mercy and 
Truth for David , he will prepare Praiſes for his _ 
an 
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and thar daily. So Mal.71. 6. By thee have I been 
holden up from the womb , thorn art he that took me out 
o/ my Mothers bowels, (there Mercies from the begin. 
ning arc recognized.) My praiſe /hall be continually 
of thee : therethe natural reſult of thoſe recognitions is 
expreſſed. 

There be five things belonging to the praiſe of God, 
and all of them haye relation to his Providences exer- 
ciſed about us. 

(1.) A careful Obſeryation of the Mercies we receive 
from him, Iſa. 41. 17, 18, 19, 20. This is fundamental 
to all praiſe : God cannot be gloriftied-for the mercics 
we never noted, , 

( 2.) A faithful Remembrance of the favours re- 
ceived, Pſal. 103. 2. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul , and 


| forget not all his benefits. Hence the Lord brands the 
| Ingratitude of his people, Pal. 106. 13. They ſoor 


forgat his works. 

( 3.) A duc Appreciation and Valuation of eyery 
Providence that doth us good . 1 Sam. 12. 24. That 
Providence that fed them in the Wilderneſs with 
Manna , was a moſt remarkable Providence to 
them ; but they not valuing it at its worth , God 
had not that praiſe for it which he expected , 
Numb. 11. 6. 

( 4. ) TheExcitation ofall the faculties and powers 
of the ſoul'in the acknowledgement of theſe mercies to 
us. Thus David, Pſa). 103.1. Bleſs the Lord , O my 
foul; and all that is within me bleſs his holy name. Sou). 
praiſe is the very ſoul of praiſe : this is the fat and mar- 
row of that thank-offering, 

(s.) A ſuitable Retribution for the .mercies receiy- 
ed. This David was careful about, Pſal. 116. 1. 


{ 


And the Lord taxes good Hezekiah for the negle&t of 
it, 2 Chron. 32. 24, 25. This conſiſts in a tull and 
hearty reſignation of all to him , that we have receiv=- 
ed by Providence .from him : and in our willing- 
neſs aftually to part with all for kim , when he ſhall 

eegnd it. 
Thus you ſce, how all the ingredients to praiſe, 
G baye 
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have reſpe& to Providences. But more particularl 
I will ſhew you , that as all the ingredients of rails 
have reſpe& to Providences, ſo all the motives and 
Arguments obliging and engaging ſoulsto praiſe , are 
found thereinalſo. To this end :conſider , how the 
mercy and goodneſs of God is exhibited by Providence, 
to excite our thanktulneſs. 

(1.) That the goodneſs and mercy of God is let out 
upon his people in his Providences chow them : and 
this is the yery root of praiſe: It isnot ſo much the 
poſſeſſion that Providence gives us of ſuch or ſuch com- 
forts, asthe goodneſs and kindneſs of God in the dif- 
penſing of them , that engages a gracious ſoul to praiſe, 
Pſal 63. 3. Becauſe thy loving-kindneſs is better than 
life , my lips ſball praiſe thee. To give maintain and 
preſerve ourlife , are choice afts of Providences : but 
todo allthis in a way ofgrace and luving-kindnefs, this 
is ſar better than the gifts themſclves : lite is but the ſha- 
dow ofdeath without it : thisis the mercy that crowns 
all other mercies, Pſal. 103.4. It's this a ſanified |} 
ſoul deſires God would maniteſt in every Providence 
. about him, Pfal. 17. 5. and what is our praiſing 
of Godelſe , but our ſhewing forth that loying-kind- 
neſs, which he ſheweth us in his Providences ? Pſal. 
92. 1,2 

( 2.) Asthe loving-kindneſs of God manifeſted in 
Previdences, is a motive to praiſe; ſo the free and 
1.:2de/erved favours of God , diſpenſed by the hand cf 
Providence , oblige the ſoul to praiſe. This was the 
contideration that melted Pawvid's heart into a thanktu} 
vraiſing frame , even the conſideration of the free and 
undeſerved faygurs caſt in upon him by Providence, 
2 Sam. 7. 18, Whatam1? OLord God: and what al 
2zy Fathers houſe , that thou haſt brought me hitherto? a 
(i.e.) raiſed me by Providence from a mean condi. 
tion toall this dignity : from following the Ewes, to feel 
Taco bis people, Plal. 78.70,71. O this is it tha 
engages thankiuinels, Ger. 52, 10. 

( 3.) As the ſreeneſs of mercies diſpenſed by Provi 
gence , engageth praiſ* : {o the Mzxltitdes of mercie 

heapec 
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heaped this way upon us, ſtrongly oblige the ſoul to 


thankfulneſs. Thus David comes before the Lord en- 
compaſled with a multitude of mercies to praiſe him , 
Pſal. 5.79. Wehave ourloads of mercies, and that 
every day , Pſalm 68. 19, O what a rich heap will 
the mercies of one day make, being laid together ! 

(4.) Asthe multitudes of mercies diſpenſed by Pro. 
videnee, oblige to praiſe ; ſo the tenderneſs of Gods 
mercy manifeſted in his Providence, leayes the ſoul 
under a ſtrong obligation to thankfulneſs. We ſee 
what tender reſentments rhe Lord hath of all our 
wants, ſtraits and burdens , Pfal. 102. 13. Like 4s 4 
Father pitieth his Childyen , ſo the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him. He is full of bowels, as that word 
polusplagchnos in James 5. 11, ſignifies. Yea, there 
are not only bowels of compaſſion in our God , but 
the tenderneſs of bowels , like thoſe of a Mothei to her 
ſucking child , 1ſa. 49.15. He feels all our paines as 
if the apple of his eye were touched, Zech. 2.8. and 
all this is diſcovered to his people in the way of his 
Providences with them , Pal. 111. 2,3,4. O who 
of all the Children of God hath not often found this in 
his Providences? And who can ſee it, .and not be f- 
led with thankfulneſs? All.theſe are fo many ban3s 
clapt by Providence upon the ſoul, to oblige it +» a 
lite of praiſe. Hence it is, that the prazers «f che 
Saints are ſo full of thankſgivings upon theſe acccun's : 
'ris ſweet to recount them to the Lord in prayer : to lye 


at his feer in an holy aſtoniſhment at his gracious co 1- 
deſcenſions to poor worms. 


The Sixth Motive. 


T' de obſervation of Providence will endear Jeſus 
Chriſt every day more and more to your ſouls. Chriſt 
is the Channel of grace and mercy : through him are 
all the decurſus & recurſus gratiarum , all the ſtreams 
of mercy that flow txom God to us , and all the mm 
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of praiſe /rom us to God , 1 Coy. 3, 21, 22. All things 
are ours upon no other title, but our bcing his. 

Now there be ſix things in Providence, that are ex- 
ceedingly endearing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to his 
people : and theſe are the: moſt ſweet and delicious 
parts of all our enjoyments. 

(1.) The purchaſe of all thoſe mercies which Provide nces 
convey to us, is by his own blood : for not only ſpiritu- 
al and eternal mercies, but even all our temporal ones 
are the acquiſition ot his blood. Look, as lin forfeit- 
ed all, fo Chriſt reſtored all theſe mercies again to us by 

Sisdeath. Sin had fo ſhut up the womb of mercy, 
that had not Chriſt made an atonement by his 
death, it could neyerhave brought forth one mercy 
to all eternity for us. It is with him that God freely 
gives us all things, Rom. 8. 32. Heaven it ſelt and 
ie &*,1,. Allthings needful to bring us thither, among which, 
vie, Ka , is principally included the Tutelage and Aid of Divine 
omnibus Providence: ſo that whatever good we receive from 
divine tu- the hand of Providence, we muſt put it upon the 
oy , _ of Chriſts blood ; _ _ we receive oa 
| :» i, May ſay 'Tis the price of blood: "Tis a mercy rifing 
| _ my up Ann of the 4% of Chriſt: It coſt him dear, 
Poli Sy- though it come to metreely: It's ſweet in the poſſeſſron, 
nopſis in but coſtly inthe acquiſition, Now this is a moſt en- 
loc, dearing conſideration : did Chriſt dye, that theſe mer- 
cics might live; Did he pay his invaluable blood to 
purchaſe theſe comforts, that I poſſeſs? O what 
tran{cendent, matchleſs love, was the love of Chriſt! 
You have known Parents that have laid out all their 
ſtock of money to purchaſe Eſtates for their Children; 
but when did you hear of any thar ſpent the whole 
ſtock and treaſure of their blood, to make a purchaſe 
for them? Ifthe life of Chriſt had not been ſo affligive 
and (ad to him, ours could not have been ſo ſweet and 
comfortable to us : *tis through his poverty weare en- 
riched, 2 Cor. $. 9. Theſe ſweet mercies that are born 
of Providence eycry day, are the fruits of the zravel of 

Þs foul. 
Jo ſanRification of all, _is by our union with 
; Chriſt 
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Chriſt: 'tis by vertue of our union with hisperſon, 
that we enjoy the ſan{tificd gifts and bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence. All theſe are mercies additional to that 
great mercy CHRIST, Matth. 6. 33. they are given 
with him, as in Rom. $. 32. thisis the Tenure by which 
wehold them, 1 Coy. 3. 21. 22. 22. Look, what we 
loſt in Adam, is reſtored again with Adyantage in 
Chriſt: immediately upon the fall, that curſe, Gen.z, 
17. ſeized upon all the miſerable polterigy of Adam, 
and upon all their comforts, outwar@#as well as in. 
ward ; and this {till lyes heavy upon them : All that 
Providence doth for them that are Chriſtleſs, is but 
to feed ſo many poor condemned wretches, till the 
ſentence they are under, be executed upon them : 
it is indeed bountiful and oneit handed to many 
of them; and fills them with Earthly comforts ;; 
but not one ſpecial ſanAified mercy is to be found 
among all their enjoyments: theſe gifts of Providence 
do but deccive, defile and deſtroy them through their 
own corruptions, and for want of union with Chriſt, 
Prov. 1. 32. The proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy 
them. 

But when a man is once in Chriſt, then all Proyi- 
dences are ſanftified and ſweet, Tit. 1.15. Vuto the 
pure, all things are pure. A little that avighteous man 
hath, is better than the treaſures of many wicked, 
Pſal. 37. 16. Now Chriſt becomes an head of Influence, 
as well as of Dominion; and in all things he conſults the 
the good of his own members, Eph. 1. 22. 

The diſpenſation of all our comforts and mercies, 
is by his direftion and appointment. It's true, the 
Angels are employed in the Kingdom of Providence, 
they move the wheels, (3. e.) are inſtrumental in all 
the revolutions in this lower world; but ſtill they 
receive direCions and orders from Chriſt, as you may 
ſee in that admirable Scheme of providences, Eek. r. 
25, 26- &c, Now what an endearing meditation 
is this! What eyer Creature be inſtrumental for 
any good to you, it's your Lord Jeſus Chriſt that 
gave the orders & commands to that Creature to do tg 
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and without it they could have done nothing for you: 
It's your head in Heaven that conſults your peace and 
comfort on Earth: theſe be the fruits of his care for you. 
So inthe prevention and reſtraints of evil , 'tis he that 
bridles in the wrath of Devils and men ; he holds the 
reinsin his own hands, Rev. 2.10. "Twas the carc 
of Chriſt over his poor Shcep at Damaſcus , that ſtopt 
the raging Adyerſary who was upon the way , deſign- 
ing to Leltroy them, As g. 

The contawgation of all your mercies and comforts . 


outward as well as inward , is the fruit of his Interce(- 


Gonin Heaven for you. Forlock,, as the offering up 
of the Lamb of God a Sacrifice for lin, opened the 
door of mercy at firſt ; ſo his appearing before God as 
a Lamb that had been lain , ſtill keeps that door cf 
mercy open, Rev. 5.6. Heb.g. 24. By this his in- 
rerce{ſion , ourpcace and comforts are prolonged ro 
us, Zech.1.12,13. Everyſin we commit , would 
put an end tothe mercies we poſleſs, were it not for 
that caution which is put in for us by it, 1 John 2. 1, 2. 
If any man fin , we have an Advocate with the Father , 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous : and he i; the propitiation for 
our ſins, &c, This ſtops all pleas, and procures new 
pardons for new ſins. Hence it is he ſaves to the utter- 
moſt , tothelaſt compleatinga&, Heb. 7. 25. New 
ſinsdo not irritate our former pardons, nor cut off our 
priviledges ſetled upon us in Chriſt. 

The returns and anſwers of all your prayers and 
cryes to Heaven for the removing of your afflitions , 
or ſupply of your wants , are all procured and obtained 
for you by Jeſus Chriſt, He is the Maſter of your re- 
queſts; and were it not that God had reſpe& to him , 
he would neyerregard your cryes to him , nor return 
any anſwer of peace to you , how great ſoeyer your 
diftreſſes ſhould be, Rev. 8. 3, 4. *Tis his name that 
gives our prayers their acceptance, John 1 5. 16. be- 
cauſe the Father can deny him nothing , therefore your 
prayersare not denyed. Doth God condeſcend to hear 
you in the day of trouble ; Doth he convince you by 
your own experience , that your prayers haye power 


with 
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with God , and do prevail? O ſec how much you owe 
to your dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt , for this high and glo- 
rious priviledge ! 

The Covenant of Grace , in which all your comfor- 
table enjoymentsare comprized , and by which they 
are ſecured , ſanftified , and ſweetned to you , is 
made in Chriſt , and ratified by him betwixt God and 
you. Your mercies are all comprized in this Cove- 
nant, even yourdaily bread , Pſal. 111g. as well as 
your juſtification , and other ſpiritual Wcics. 

'Tis your Covenant intereſt , that ſecures to you 
what ever it comprizes , Iſa. 55. 3. hencethey are cal- 
led the ſure mercies of David. 

Nay , this is it that ſanQtifiesthem , and gives them 
the nature of ſpecial and peculiar mercies. One ſuci\ 
mercy is worth a thouſand common mercies. And 
being ſanQified and ſpecial mercies , they muſt needs 
be exceeding ſweet beyond all other mercies. On theſe 
accounts it was , that David fo rejoiced in his Cove- 
nant Intereſt, though laden with many afflitions , 
2 Sam, 23. 5. 

But now all this hangs entirely upon Chriſt. The 
New Teſtament is in his blood , 1 Cor. 11. 25. and 
whatever mercies you reap from that Covenant , you 
muſt thank the Lord Teſus Chriſt for them. Put a!! 
this together, and then think how ſuch conſiderations 
will endear Chriſt to your ſouls! 


——— 


The Seventh Motive. 


TP due obſervations of Providence have a marvel. 
lows efficacy to melt the heart , and make it thaw 
«nd relent ingenuouſly before the Lord. 

How can a ſanftified heart.doleſs, than melt into 
tears, whilſt it either conſzders the dealings of God 
from timeto time with it: or compares the mercics 
received, with the fins committed ; or the different 
adminiſtrations of Providence towards it ſelf and 
others ! 
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Let a man but ſet ſelf himſelf ro think deliberately & 
cloſely of the wayes of Providence towards him , let 
him but follow the Tra& of Providence as it hath 
led himall along the way that he hat!i gone, and if 
there be any principle of gracious tenderneſs in him, 
he ſhall meet with variety of occaſions to excite 
and draw it fortii, Reader , go back with thy ſeri. 
ous thoughts (1.) To the beginning of the wayes of 
God with theg, the mercies that brake outearly in 
thy youth , the fiſt born mercies from the womb 
of Providence ; -and thou wilt ſay , What need I go 
farther? Here is enough, not only to moye , but 
overwhelm my heart. May I not from this time cry 
unto thee , my Father , thou art the guide of my youth, 
Jer. 3.4, Whatacritical cimeis thetime of youth ? 
it's the mouldingage; and (ordinarily) according to 
the courſe of thoſe leading Providences , after Pro- 
vidences do ſteer their courſe, Whatlevity , ralh- 
neſs, ignorance and ſtrong propenſions to ſin and 
raine accompanied that age ? How many being then 
left to the ſway oftheir own luſts, run themſelyes 
inro thoſe ſins and miſeries , which they never recover 
themſcives from to their dying day ? Theſe, like the 
errors of the firſt concoGtion , are rarely reQified af- 
terwards. Did the Lord guide thee by his Providence, 
whea buta Child? Did he then preſerve thee from 
thoſe tollies and miſcarriages , which blaſt the very 
bloſſom , and nip the bud , ſo that no good fruit is to 
be expected afterwards? Did he then caſt thee into 
ſach tamilies, or among fuch "company and acquain=- 
rance, as moulded and formed thy ſpirit to a better 
remper ? Did he then direct thee into that way of em- 
pioyment , wherein thou haſt ſeen ſo large a train of 
happy conſequents ever ſince following thee? And wile 
thou not from henceforth ſay , My Father, my Father, 
thou art the guide of my youth ? 

Or ( 2.) Let us but bring our thoughts cloſe to the 
Providences of after times , and conſider how the ſe- 
veral changes and removes of our lives have been or- 
dercd for us: Things we neyer forcfaw nor deligned 
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(but much better for us, than what we did deſign) 
have been all along ordered for ug. The way of man 5s 
not in himſelf. Gods thoughts have not been our thoughts, 
nor his wayes our wayes. Among the eminent mer. 
cies of thy life , Reader, how many of them have 
been mo to thee ? Thy own projets have 
been thruſt al1de,to make way for better things deſign- 
ed by Proyidence for thee. 

Nay, ( 3.) Do but obſerve the Springs and Autumus 
of Providence, in what order they have gguri/hed and 
faded with thee, and thon wilt find thy ſelf over- 
powered with the fenſe of Divine Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs: when neccllity requjrxed , ſuch a friend was ſtir- 
red up to helpthce , ſuch a place opened to receive 
thee, ſucha Relation raiſed up or continued to refreſh 
thee : and no ſooner doth Providence deprive thee of 
any ofthem , but either thy need of them ceaſes, or 
ſome other way is opened to thee. O the depth of 
Gods Wiſdom and Goodneſs! O the matchleſstender- 
derneſs of God to his people ! 

( 4.) Compare the dealings of Providence with 
you and others, yea , with others that ſprang up with 
you in the ſame generation, it may be, in the ſame 
families, and from the ſame Parents, it may be in fa. 
milies greater and more flouriſhing in the world than 
yours , and ſce thedifference , upon many great ac- 
counts , it hath made betwixt you and them. 1 knew 
a Chriſtian, who after many years ſeparation , was 
viſited by his own Brother , the very ſight of whom, 
wrought upon him , much as the ſight of Fenjamiz did 
upon Joſeph, ſo that he could not retrain to fall upon 
his neck , and weep for joy ; but after a few hours ſpent. 
together , finding the ſpirit of his Brother, not only 
eſtranged from all that's ſpiritual and ſerious , but a'l6 
very vain and prophane , he haſtened to his cramber, 
fbut the door upon him , threw himſelf down at the 
feet of God , and with flowing eyes, and a melting 
heart, admired the diſtinguiſhing Grace of God, ſaying, 
Was not Eſau Taceh's Brother ? O Grace, Grace , aſto- 
niſbing Grace ! 

G 5 (5.) Com- 
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( 5. ) Compare the carriage of Providence towards 
you, with your own carriage towards the Lord ; and 
it muſt needs melt your hearts to find ſo much merc 
beſtowed , where ſo much ſin hath been poexibenay 
What placedid you eyer live in, where you cannot 
remember great provocations committed, and mani- 
fold mercies notwithſtanding that, received? O with 
how many notwithſtandings and nevertheleſſes , hath 
the Lord done you good in every place! What Rela- 
tion hath not been abuſed by ſin ; and yet both raiſed 
up and continfied by Providence for your comfort ? In 
every place God hath left the marks of his goodnels , 
and you the remembrances of your ſinfulncſs : give 
our ſclves but leayeto think of theſe things : and it's 
Henrie if your hearts relent not at the remembrance 
of them. 

(6.) OrTLaſtly, Dobut compare your dangers 
with your fears, and both with the ſtrange out-lctts 
and doors of eſcape Providence hath opened, and it 
cannot do leſs than over- power you witha full ſenſc 
of divine care and goodneſs. 


There have been dark clouds ſeen to riſe over you , 


- zudgement even at your door , ſometimes threatning 


yourlife , ſometimes your liberty , ſometimes your 
eſtates, and ſometimes your deareſt relations, in 
whom it may be, yourlite was bound up ; remember 
in that day , what faintnels of ſpirit ſcized you , what 
charges of guilt ſtirring up fears of the iſſue within you: 
You turned to the Lord in that diſtreſs, and haih he 
not madea way to eſcape, and delivered you from 
all your fears? Pſal. 34. 4. 

Oh is yourlife ſuch a continued throng , ſuch a di- 
ſtrated hurry , that there is no room to be found with 
Chriſtiansto ſ#t alone , and think on theſe things , and 
preſs theſe marvellous diſcoveries of God in his Provi- 
dences upon their own hearts? Surely , might theſe 
things but lye upon our hearts, talk with our thoughts 
by day , andlodge with us at night ; they would even 
force their paſſage down to our yery Reins. 


The 


DB— —— F 


| 
” 
| 


| 
x 


| The Myſterie of Providence. 155 


—— 


—— 


The Eighth Motive. 


Ve obſervation of Providence will both beget and 
Dew: inward tranquillity in your minds ami l(? 
the viciſſitudes and ockaon of things in this unſtable 
vain world. 

Pal. 4.8. I will hoth lay me down in peace , and 
fleep , for the Lord only maketh me dwellin ſafety. He 
reſolves the ſinful fears of Events ſhall not rob him of 
| nhyrinb"B6 quiet , nor torture his thoughts with anxi- 

us preſages: he will commit all his concerns into 
that faithful fatherly hand that had hitherto wrought 
all things for him , and ke means not to loſe the com. 
fort of one nights reſt , nor bring the evil of ro morrow 
upon the day, but knowing in whoſe hand he was, 
wiſely enjoyes the ſweet felicity ofa reſigned will. 

Now this tranquillity of our minds is as much be. 

otten and preſerved by a due conſideration of Provi- 
, 2g as by any thing whatſoever. Hence it was, 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he would cure the 
Diſciples anxious and diſtrafting ſollicitudes about a 
livelihood , bidsthem conſider the care Providence 
hath over the Birds ot the air , and the Lillies of the 
field , how it feeds the one , and clothes the other 
without any anxious care of theirs; and would have 
them well conſider thoſe Providences, and reaſon 
themſelves into a calm and ſweet compoſure of 
ſpirit from thoſe conſiderations , Mat. 6. 27, 28, 29, 
30. 31. 

Two things deſtroy the peace and tranquillity of our 
lives, our bewailing paſt diſappointments , or fearing 
future ones. But would we once learn previſion and 

roviſion to be divine prerogatives, and take notice 
how often Providence baffles thoſe that pretend to it, 

cauſing the good they foreſaw (according to their con- 
jeAures) coming to their hand , yet tobalk them and 

flec from them : and the evil they thought themſelve; 
ſufficiently ſecured from, to inyade them. 1 we. 
WGi:l« 
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would we conſider how Providence daily baffles theſe 
Pretevſions of men, and aſſerts its own Dominion, 
it would greatly conduce to the tranquillity of our 
lives, 

This is a great truth, that there is no face of Adver- 
fity ſo formidable, but being viewed from this ſtati- 
on, would become amicable. Now there be ſeveral 
things in the conſideration of Providence,that natural- 
ly and kindly compoſe the mind of a Chriſtianto 
peace, & bring it to a ſweet reſt, whilſt eyents hang in a 
doubttul ſuſpenſe. 

As Firſt, The Supremacy of Providence, and its un- 
controulable power in working. This is oiten ſcen in 
the good that it brings us in a way that's above the 
thoughts and cares of ovr minds, or labour of our 
hands. Ihad not thought ( ſaid Jacob) to have ſeen 
thy face; and lo, Cod hath ſhewed me thy ſeed alſo 
Gen. 48. 11. There is a frequent coincidency of Pro- 
vidences in away of ſurprizal, which'from no appear- 
ance, or the remoteſt tendency of outward cattſes 
could be foreſeen, but rather falls viſibly croſs to the 
preſent Scheme, and poſture of our affairs. Nu- 
thing tends to convince us of the vanity and folly of 
our own ſollicitudes and projeftions , more than this 
doth. 

The profound Wiſdom of Providence in all that it 
performeth for the pecple of God. The Wheels are tull 
of eycs, Exek. 1.18. (1.e.) there isanintelligent and 
wiſe Spirit that fits upon, and governs the affairs of 
this world, 

This Wiſdom ſhines out to us inthe unexpcced, 
/ea, contrary events of things. tlow often have we 
bw courting ſoine beautiful 27 any Oe invited 
our ſenſes, and with trembling ſhun'd the formidable 
face of other things, when notwithſtapding the ifues of 
Providence have convinced us, that our danger lay in 
what we courted, and our good in what we fo ſtudi. 
ouſly declined ? Thisalfo is a ſweet principle of peace 
and quict to the Chriſtians mind, that he knows nor, 
but bis good may be imported in what ſeemed to 

threaten 
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threaten his ruine. Many were the diſtreſles and ſtraits 
of Iſrael in the Wilderneſs, but all was to humble them, 
that he might do them good in the latter end, Deut. 8. 
16. Sad and diſmal was the face of that Providence that 
ſent them out of their own land, into the land of the 
Chaldeans ; yet even this was a project todo them 
good, Jer. 24. 5. How often haye we retrafted our 
raſh and headlong cenſures of things upon experience 
of this truth! and been taught to bleſs cur afflitions 
and diſappointmentsin the name of the Lord, Many a 
time have we kiſſed thoſe troubles at parting, which 
we met with trembling. And what can promote peace 
under doubtful Providences more effetually than this? 

The experiences we have had throughout our lives 
of the faithfulneſs and conſtancy of Providence, are of 
excellent uſe to allay and quiet our hearts in an 
trouble that befalls us. Mitherto God hath belped, 
1 Sam. 7. 12. We never found him wanting tous in 
any caſe hitherto : this is not the firſt Grait we bave 
beenin : the firſt time that our hearts and hopes have 
been low. Surely, he isthe fame God now as hereto. 
fore, his hand is not ſhortend, neither doth his faithful- 
neſs fail. O recount in how great extremities former 
experience hath taught you not to deſpair ! 

The conjeCtures Chriſtians may make of the way of 
Providence towards them, from what its former met- 
hods have been towards them, is exceeding quieting 
and comfortable.Ir's uſual with Chriſtians, to compare 
timcs with times, and to gueſs at the iſſue of one Provi. 
dence by another. The Saints do know what courſe 
Providence uſually holds, and accordingly with great 
probability culle& what they may expect from whaz 
in like caſes they have formerly obſerved. Chriſtian, 
examine thine own heart, and its former obſervations, 
and thou wilt find, as Pſab. $9. 30, 31, 32. that it's 
uſually the way of God to prepare ſome ſmart 
rods to corre& thee, when either thy heart hath 
ſecretly revolted from God, and is grown yain, 
careleſs and ſenſual, or when thy ſteps have de- 
clincd, aud thou haſt turned alide to the commiitioa 

of 
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of iniquity. And then when thoſe rods have been 


ſanftified to humble , reduce and purge thy heart , it's 


uſually obſerved , that thoſe ſad Providences are then 
upon the change, and then the Lord changes the yoice 
of his Providence towards thee, Jer. 3.12,13. Go, 
and proclaim theſe words towards the North , and ſay, 
Return thou backſliding Iſrael , ſaiththe Lord, and I 
will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon you, for 1 am mer- 
ciful, jaith the Lord , and I will not keep anger for ever. 
Only acknowledge thine iniquity, &c. 

It therefore 1 find the bleſſed effeAts of the rod upon 
me, that it hath done its work , to break the hard 
heart, and pull down the proud heart , and awaken 
the drowſicheart, and quicken the flothful . negli- 
gent, lazy heart ; now with great probability I may 
conjecture, a more comfortable aſpeLt of Providence 
will - Ws appear , the refre/hing and reviving time 
is nigh. 

It is uſual with Chriſtians, to argue themſclyes into 
freſh reviving hopes , when the ſtate of things is moſt 
forlorn, by comparing the Providences of God one 
with another. 

(1.) Itis a mighty compoſing meditation , when 
we compare the Providences of God towards the ina- 
nimate and irrational Creatures , with his Providences 
towards us. Doth he take care for the very Fowls of 
theair , for whom no man provides , as well as thoſe 
at the door which we daily feed ? Doth he ſo clothethe 
very Graſs of the field ? hear the young Ravens, when 
they cry for meat ? and can it be ſuppoſed , he ſhould 
forget his own people , that are of much more value 
than theſe ? 

(2.) Or if we compare the bounty and care that 
Providence hath expreſled to the Enemies of God, how 
it feeds and clothes and proteQts them, even whilſt they 
are fighting againſt him with his own mercies; it can- 

not but quiet and fatisfie us , that ſurely he will not be 
wanting to that people upon whom he hath ſer his 
love, to whom he hath given his Son , and for whom 
he hath deſtzned Heayen it ſelf. 2) 
2.) Or 
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(3.) Or Laſtly , It muſt needs quiet us , when we 
conſider , what the Lord did for us inthe way of his 
Providence , when we our ſelves were in the ſtate of 
nature , and enmity againſt God, Did he not then 
look after us, when we knew him not ? provided for 
us, when we owned him not in any of his mercies? 
beſtowed thouſands of mercies upon us , when we had 
no tivle to Chriſt or any one promiſe ? and will he now 
do leſs for us, fince we are reconciled and become his 
Children ? 
Surely , ſuch conſiderations as theſe, cannot but 


fill the ſoul with peace , and preſerve the tranquillity of 
it under the moſt diſtrafting Providences. 


_——_— 


The Ninth Motive. 


Di obſervations of the wayes of God in his Provi- 
denceg towards us , have an excellent uſefulneſs and 
apttude to advance and improve Holineſs in our hearts 
and lives. For, 

The Holineſs of God is manifeſted go us in all his 
works of Providence, Pfal. 145. 17. The Lord s righ- 
e016 in all bis ways , and holy in all hb works. The 
Inſtruments uſed by Providence may be very ſinful & 
wicked , they may aim at baſe ends, and make uſe 
of wicked mediums to attain them ; but it's certain 
Gods deſigns are moſt pure, and all his workings are 
ſoroo. Thoughhe permits , limits, orders and over- 
rules many unholy perfonsand ations; yet in all he 
works like himſelf ; and his Holineſs is no more defiled 
and tained by their impurity , than the Sun-beams are 
by the noifome exhalations af a dunghi] , Dent. 32. 4. 
He ws therock, his work ss perfeft, for all his wayes 
are julgement; a Cod of truth, and without iniquity: 
juſt and right 5s he. Sothat in all his Providences he 
ſets before us a perfect partern of holineſs, that we 
might be holy in all our wayes, as our Father is in all 
his wayes. But this is not all. 


His 
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| (2.) His Providences if duely obſerved, promote Holi. 
neſs , by ſtopping up our way to fin. Oh if men would 
but note the deſigns of God in his preventive Provi- 
dences , how uſctul would it be to keep them upright 
and holy in their wayes? For why is it, that the Lord ſo 
often hedges up our way with thorns, as it is Hofea 2. 6. 
but that we ſhould not find our paths to ſin? Why doth 
he clogg us, but to prevent our ſtraying from him ? 
2 Cor. 12.7. Leſt 1 ſhould be exalted above mea ſure, 
there was given me a thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger of 
Satan to buffet me. O 't is good to attend tc theſe works 
of God , and ſtudy the meaning of them. Sometimes 
Providence croſſeth a hopeſul thriving proje& to ad- 
vance our eſtate, and fruſtrates all our labours andcares; 
Why is this? but to hide pride from man. Shouldſt 
thou proſper in the world , that proſperity might be 
thy ſnare, and make thee a proud, ſenſual , vain ſoul ; 
the Lord Teſus (ces this, and therefore withdraws the 
food and fuel ſronrthy corruptions. 

It may bethou haſt a crazy , diſcaſed , weak body ; 
thou laboureſt under often infirmities: in this,,the Wiſ- 
dom and Care of God over thy ſoul is manifeſted ; for 
wertthou not ſo clogged, how probableis it , that 
much more guilt might be contrafted ? Your poverty 
doth but clog your pride ; reproaches clog your ambi- 
tion: want prevents wantonneſs : ſickneſs of body 
conduces tothe prevention of many inward gripes of 
conſcience, and groans under guilt, 

The Providences of God may be obſerved to conduce 
to our holineſs, not only by preventing fin,that we may 
not fall into it ; but alſo by purging our fins when we 


would nt are fallen into them , Iſa. 27. 9. By this therefore ſhall 
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the iniquity of 7acob be purged; and this i all the fruit to 
take away his ſim. So Dan. 11. 33, 34, 35. they are of 
the ſame uſe that fire and water are for purging and 
cleanſing ; not that they can purge us from ſin in their 
own vertue and power , for itſo , thoſe that have moſt 
afflictions would have moſt grace alſo ; but it isin the 
vertue of Chriſt's blood, and God's bleſſing upon affli- 
Etive Trovidences, rhat they purge us from fin. A Croſs 
| | withcut 
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without a Chriſt never did any man good. Now in 
God's affliftive Providences for ſin there are many 
things that tend to the purging of it. For 

(1.) Such rebukes of Providence diſcover the dif. 
pleafure of God againſt us: the Lord frowns upon us 
in thoſe Providences. Our father is angry , and theſe 
are the tokens of it; and nothing works more to the 
melting of a gracious heart than this. Muſt not the heart 
of a Child melt and break whil't the fatheris angry. 
O this is more bitter to our Spirits than all the ſmart 
and anguiſh of the afflition can be to our fleſh. See 
Pſal. 38. 1, 2, 3. O Lord rebuke me not in thy wrath ; 
neither chaſten me in thy hot diſpleaſure : for thine avr- 
rows ſlick faſt inme ; and thine hand preſſeth me ſore. 
There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh becauſe of thine anger : 
neither is there any reſt in my bones becauſe of my [mn. 

(2.) By theſe rebukes of ſin, the evil of fin is dif- 
covered more ſenſibly to us, and we are made to fee 
more clearly the evil of it in theſe glaſſes of affliftion 
which Providence at ſuch times ſets before us, than for. 
merly we ever ſaw. Jer. 2.19. Thine own wickednefs 
ſhall corre thee ; and thy backſlidings ſhall reprove 
thee , know therefore and ſee that it is an evil thing and 
bitter , that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God , and 
that my fear is not in thee , ſaith the Loyd of Hoſts. O 
the Gall and Wormwood that we taſte in it under 
God's rebukes for it ! . 

( 3.) Providence blaſts and fruſtrates all ſinful 
projets to the people of God: whoever thrives in 
them , they ſhall not. Ifa. 30. 1, 2, 3,4, 5s. And 
this alſo convinces then of the folly that isin ſin, and 
makes them cleave to the way of ſimplicity and 
integrity. 

Holineſs is promoted in the foul by cautioning and 
warning the ſoul againſt ſin for time to come. Job 34. 
31. I have born chaſliſement, 1 will not offend any more. 
O happy Providences, how ſmart ſoever , that make 
the ſoul for ever afraid of ſin! ſurely ſuch rods are 
well beſtow'd. This gives God his end: and if ever 
we forrowed after a godly fort, in the day of our 

troubles 
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troubles it will work this carcfulneſs, 2 Cor. 7. 11; 
Behold thi ſelf ſame thing that ye ſorrowed after a godly 
ſort, what careſuineſs it Sreanls in you, &c. O if ever 
a man have been) under a ſanfified rod which hath 
ſhewed him the evil of fin , and kindly humbled him 
for it ; anda temptation ſhould again follicite him to 
the ſame evil : Why thinks he , what a madneſs is it* 
for me to buy repentance at ſo dear a rate? Have I not 
ſmarted enough already ? You may as well ask me, 
whether I will run again into the fire , after I have been 
already (corcht in it ? 

To conclude, Providences do greatly improve and 
promote holineſs by drawing the Soul into the preſence 
of God , and giving it the opportunity and occaſion of 
much communion with him. Comfortable Provi- 
dences will do this , they will melt a man's heart in love 


to the God of his mercies , and ſo pain his bowels that | 


he ſhall not be quiet till he have fouud a place to pour 
out his Soul in thankfulneſs to the Lord. 2 Sam. 7. 18. 

AfiQive Providences will drive us to the feet of 
God, and there make us to judge and condemn pur 
ſelves. Andall this hath an excellent uſe to deſtroy 
ſin, and promote holineſs in the Soul. 


h —— —_ 


The Tenth Motive. 


1:47 , The Conſideration and ſtudy of Providence 
will be of ſmgular uſe to 4 in a dying hour. Hereby 
we treaſure up bo which will ſingularly ſweeten our 
deathto us, and greatly aſſiſt our faithin the laſt en- 
counter. You find when Facobdyed , what refleQti- 
ons he had upon the dealings of God with him in the 
various Providences of his life. Sce Gen. 48. 3,7, 15» 
16. In like manner you find Jo/pua recording 
the Providences of God when at the brink of the 
grave: they were the ſubje of his dying diſcourſe, 
Joſh. 24, AndI cannot but think it a 9. cloſe to 
the life of any Chriſtian: It muſt needs ſweeten a death= 
bcd to recount there the {eycral remarkable pallogeo ge 
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God's care and love to us from our beginning to that 
day : to refle& upon the mercies that went along with 
usall the way , when weare cometo the end of it. 
O Chriſtians treaſure up theſe inſtances for ſuch a time 
asthat is ; that you may go out of the world bleſſing 
God for all the goodneſs and truth he hath pertormed to 
you all your life long. Now the meditations of theſe 
things muſt needs be of great uſe in that day, it you 
conſider the following particulars. 

The Time of Death is the time when Souls are uſu- 
ally moſt violently aflaulted by Satan with horrid 
temptations and black ſuggeſtions. We may ſay of 
that figurative , asit's ſaid of the natural Serpent, nun- 
quam niſt moriens , producitur in longum, He never 
exerts his utmoſt rage till the laſt encounter ; and then 
his great deſign is to perſwade the Saints, that God 
loves them not , hath no care nor regard for them , 
nor their cryes ; though they pray for caſe and cry for 
ſparing mercy , they ſee none comes. He handles 
an with as much roughneſs and ſeyerity as other 
men; yea, many of the vileſt and moſt difſolute 
wretches endure leſs torments, and are more gently 
handled than they. Pal. 73. 4. there are no bands in 
their death , when as thou muſt go througha long 
lane of ſickneſs to the grave , and endure many deaths 
in One. 

But what credit can theſe plauſible tales of Satan 
obtain with a Chriſtian who hath been treaſuring up all 
his life long the memorials of God's tender regard both 
to his wants and prayers, and that hath carefully rc- 
marked the evident returns of his prayers, and graci- 
ous condeſcenſions of God to him from his beginning 
ro that moment ? Inthiscaſc his faith is mightily aſliſt- 
ed by thouſands of experiences which back and en- 
courage it , and will not ſuffer the ſoul togive up fo 
eaſily a truth which he hath ſo often ſcnſibly felt and 
taſted. Iamfſure (faith he) God hath had a tender 
fatherly care of me ever ſince 1 became his : he never 
failed me yet in any former ſtrait ; and I cannot believe 
he will do ſo now. 1 know his love islike himſelt, 


un- 


164 Drvme Condutt, 'or 


unchangeable. Joh. 13. 1. having loved his own hich 


were in the world he loved them unto the end: for this. 
Ged is our God for ever and ever , he will be our gnide 
even 6nto death. Pſal. 48. 14. Did helove mein my 
youth, and will he caſt me oft in my dccrepit age? 0 
God, (faith the Pſalmiſt) thou haſi taught me /row my 
youth,and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works, 
now alſo, when I am old and gray headed, O God , for- 
ſake me not , Plal. 71. 17,18, 

At death the Saints are engaged in the laſt , and one 
of the moſt eminent works of faith , even the cummit-= 
ting themſclves into the hands of God , when we are 
Janching forth into that vaſt Eternity , and entring into 
that new ſtate which will make ſo great a change upon 
usina moment. Inthis Chriſt ſets us a pattern, Luke 
23.46. Father int0 thy hands I commend my ſpirit ; 
and having ſaid thus he gaye up the Ghoſt. So Stephen 
at hisdeath , Lord Jeſus , receive my ſpirit , and im- 
mediately fell afleep , Aft. 7. $9. 

There be two ſignal and remarkable aQs of faith , 
both exceeding]y difficult , viz. its firſt at, and its 
laſt. The firſt is a great venture that it makes of it 


ſelf upon Chriſt : and the laſt isa great yenture too, - 


tocaſt it ſelf into the Occan of Eternity upon the 
credit of a Promiſe. But yet I know the firſt adyen- 
ture of the Soul upon Chriſt is much more difficult 
than the laſt adventure upon death; and that which 
makes it ſo is in great meaſure , the manifold recorded 
experiences that the Soul hath been gathering up 
from the day of its eſpouſals to Chriſt unto it's dying 
whichis (in a ſenſ.) its marriage day, Oh with 
what encouragement may a Soul throw himſclf into 
the arms of that God with whom he hath ſo long con. 
verſed and walked in this world ! Whoſe viſits haye 
been ſweet and frequent, with whom the ſoul hath 
contrated fo intimate acquaintance in this world ; 
whom it hath committed all its affairs to tormerly, and 
{till found him a faithful God ; and now hath no reaſtn 
to doubt , but it ſhall and him ſo in this laſt diſtreſs 


, and exigence alſo. 
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. Atdeath the people of God receive the laſt mercies 
that ever they ſhall receive in this world by the hand 
of Providence, and are immediately to make up their 
Accounts with God forall the mercies that ever they 
received from his hand. What can be more ſuitable 


. gherefore to a dying perſon , than to recount with him- 


ſelfthe mercies of his whole life , the manifold receipts 


of fayour for which he is to reckon yyggh God ſpeed- 
ily : and how ſhall this be done withoat a_due and 
ſcrions obſervation and recording af them now ? I 
know there are thouſands of mercies forgotten by the 
beſt of Chriſtians : a memory of braſs cannot contain 
ther: And I know alſo that JefusMbrift muſt make 
up the Account for us, or it will never paſs with God; 
yet it is our duty to keep the Accounts of our own mer- 
cies, and how they have been improv'd by us, for we 
are Stewards, and then are to give an Account of our 
Stewardſhip. 

At death we owe an Account alſoto men , and 
ſtand obliged (if there be opportunity for it) to make 
known to them that ſuryive us what we have ſeen and 
found of God in this world , that we may leave a tefti- 
mony for God with men , and bring up a good report 
upon his wayes. Thusdying Jacob when Toſeph was 
come to take his laſt farewell of him in this world , 
ſtrengthened himſelf and fate upon the bed,and related 
to him the eminent appearances of God to him , and 
the places where , Gen. 48. 2, 3. asalſo an account of 
kis afflittions ,.77er. 7. So Je/buxin his laſt ſpeech to 
the people makes it his buſineſs to vindicate and clear 
the truth ofthe Promiſes, by recounting to them how 
the Providence of God had tulfll'd the ſaine to a title 
in his day. Toſh. 23. 14. 4nd behoid (fairhhe) this day 
I am going the way of all theearth , and ye know in all 
your hearts, and in all your ſouls, tht not one thing 
hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your 
God ſpake concerning you : all are came to paſs unto you, 
and not one thing hath failed thereof. 

And certainly 't is of great importance to the world, 


 tounderſtand the Judgements, and hear of the Ex- 
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periences of dying men. They of all men are preſumed 
to be 14ſt wiſe and moſt ſerious: Beſides, this is the 
laſt pportunity that ever we ſhall have in this world 
to ſpeak for God, O then what a ſweet thing would 
it be to cluſe up our lives with an honourable Account 
of the ways of God! to go out of the world bleſſing 
him tor all the mercies and truth which he hath here 
performed toys! huw would this encourage weak 
Chriſtians , * convince the Atheiſtical world , that 
verily thefe is a reality and an excellency in the ways 
and people of God ! 

At death we begin the .Angelical life of praiſe and 

thankſgiving. Ye 

ſweet employment ; and as I doubt not but the Provi- 
dences in which we were concerned in this world will 
be a part of that Song which we ſhall ſing in Heaven , 
ſo certainly it will become us to tune our hearts and 
tongues for it whil'ſt we are here , and eſpecially when 
we arc ready to enter upon that bleſled tate. O 
therefore let it be your daily meditation and ſtudy what 
God hath been to you , and done for you, from the 
beginning of his way hitherto. 

And thus 1 have ſpread before you ſome encourage- 
ments to this bleſſed work. Oh that you would be 
perſwadcd to this loycly and every way beneficial pra- 
&ice. This I dare preſume to ſay, that whoever finds 
a carefu] and a thankiul heart to record and treaſure up 
the daily experiences of God's my to him, ſhall never 
want new merciesto record to hisdying day. It was 
ſaid of Claud.an that he wanted matter ſuitable to the 
excellency ct his parts : but where is the head or heart 
that is ſuirable to this rwatter? who can utter the mighty 
works vf the Lord ? who can ſhew forth all his praiſe? 

Pſal. 106. 2. 


—_— 


Thus I have through the aid of Providence diſpatch- 
ed the maindeſign I aimed at inthe choice of thisſub- 
jc&. Allthat remains will now be ſpeedily finiſhed 
in ſome {cw Corollaries to be briefly noted upon the 
whole, 
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then enter upon that everlaſting | 
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whole, and three or four praQtical Caſes to be ſtated. 
You have heard how Providence performeth all things 
for you. Learnthence, 


——— id 


Firſt Corollary. 


I God is therefore to be owned by you in all 
that befalls you in this world, whether it bein« 
way of ſucceſs and comfort , or of trouble and affliftion. 
O 'tis yonr duty to obſerve his hand and diſpoſal , 
When God gives you comforts, 'tis your great evil 
not to obſerve his hand in them. Hence was that 
charge againſt Iſrael , Hol. 2. 8. She did not know that 
I gave her Corn and Wine and Oil, and multiplied hey 
Silver and Gold ( i.e.) ſhedid not atually and affe. 
fionately confader my care over her and goodneſs to 


her, in theſe mercies. And ſo for afflitions, 'tis a 
reat wickedneſs, when God's hand is litted up not to 
Fe it. Ua, 26. 11. The Ox knows his owner , and the 
Aſs bis maſters crib , Ifa. 1. 3. the moſt dull and ſtu- 
id creatures know their benefators. O look to the 
.. Gd of God in all ; and know, that neither your com» 
e | forts nor afflitions do ariſe out of the duſt , or ſpring 
1- | up out of the ground. 
7 lh 
p 7 
er Second Corollary. 
as 
1C F God perform all things for you , how great #& bu 
rt Teondefſoenſien to and care over his peopie! What us 
ty | man (faith Job, chap. 7. v. 17, 18.) that thou ſkou!d(t 
e2 | magnifie him , and ſet time heart upon him? and that 
* thou ſhould/# wijzt him every morning , and try hins 
every moment ? Such is his tender care over vou that 
" | he withdraws not his eye from you. Sec Tob 36. 7. 
= | 1: any hurt you , he himſelf will guard and keep you 
tb- | day avi nicht, Ia. 27. 3. Should he withdraw his 
ied | eye or hand one moment from yev , that moment 
the} would be your ruine, Ten thouſand eyils watch 
le, | but 
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bur for ſuch an opportunity , to ruſh in upon you, and | 
deſtroy yuu and at rp comforts. You are too dear 
to him to be truſted in any hand but his own. Deutr. | 


33. 3. All his Saints are in thy hand, ,, 


G 

o || 

Mia. 

Third Corollary. } 

c 

| hr hence how you are obliged to perform all | v 
duties and ſervices for God , who performethall | h 
things for you. It was the wiſh of a good man, y 
optayem id me eſſe Deo , quod eſt mibi mans mea, n 
Oh that I could be to God what my hand isto me, | cu 
Vis. aſerviceable uſeful inſtrument. Shall God do Iy 
all things for you , and will you do nothing for w 
God? Is Providence every moment at work for you, | ce 
and will you be idle ? To what purpoſe then is} th 


all that God hath done for you? Is it not the aim | on 
and deſign of all, to make you a fruitful people 2? } w: 
If God plant, and fence, and water you by Pro- | tru 
vidence , ſure he looks you ſhould bring forth fruit. | ſor 
Iſh. 5. 1,2,3,4. O that in return for all the be-J Vai 
nefits of Providence ,, you would fay to God , as 

rateful Eli/ha ſaid to the Shunamite , behold thou haſt 
bo careful for us with all this care , what is to be 
done forthee? 2 Kings 4.13. and with David , Pſal, 
116. 12. what ſball Irender unto the Lord for all bs D 
benefits towards me! He is ever doing you good ; 
be you always abounding in his work. His Pro- Leſi 
vidence ſtands by you in your greateſt diſtreſles and | fo: 
dangers; don't you flinch from-God when his ſer-f* : 
viceand your duty is compaſſed about with difficul-PAt i 
ties. O be ative for that God who is atting eyeryPure 
moment for you. 


TY _— 
Fourth Corollary. 


Dy God perform all things for his people > Ds notÞAy 3 
diſtruſt him then as ofien as nezp or great difficulties get 
ariſe, 
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Why ſhould you ſo think he that hath don many things 
for you, will now do no more ? Surely, the Lords 

| hand js not ſhorined that it cannot ſave, nor his ear 
' heavy that it cannot hear; it anything put aſtopto 
his mercy, 'tis your iniquities, your diſtruſt and inft= 
delity, Iſa. 59. 1. How long will it be ere you believe 
him ? If athouſand and tenthouſand of tryals and 
experiences of his tender care, faithfulneſs and love 
will cure this diſtemper in you, you have them at 
| | hand to do it. It the frequent conturations of this 
| your diſtruſt by the unexpeed breakings out of 
.* mercy for you under like diſcouragements will 
, | cureit, Jook hack and you may ſee them. Certain- 
». Iy you have been often forced by Providence 
r With ſhame and repentance to retraſt your raſh 
,. cenſures of his care; and yet will you fall into 
;s} the ſame diſtemper again > Oh that you would 
n |} once learn this great truth That no man ever 
2 | wanted that mercy, which he wanted not an heart to 
,- | truſt and wait quietly upon God for. You never yet 


t. {ſought God in vain , except when you ſought hinz 
&- yainly. 
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rs D2" God perform all things for you ? then ſeck tyre 
God for all by prayer, and never undertake any per Lec * 
elign without him : Certainly, if he do not perform 9#aft im- 
tfor you can neyer haye what.you deſire and labour 24724, 
or : and though he haye deſigned to perform this or p Sowvgigr® 
at mercy for you, yet for theſe things he will be en- defians; 
ired of that he may doit for you: Exek. 36. 37. providentie 
reckon that buſineſs as good as done, that mercy as £#7/#- 1n- 
odasif it were in hand, that trouble a+, 50d as parky fo 
er, for the doing, enjoying, or removing where- _— yl 
we have engaged God by prayer. *Tis our folly to 5" leg: 
age this inſtrument and that tor ts, to attempt this ?7</f ando, 


# 


nee fay and that to.compaſs our deſign, and all the while © ©27/*4- 


. : 73 DPYoUi- 
ltiesFget him vpon whoſe pleaſure all inſtruments&means 7,7 #70" 


riſe, H entirely dinem 0v 


obſeryando, 
eonſcientia 
tranguill- 
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Wende- 
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depend. + That which begins not with prayer, ſcldom 
winds up with comfort. The way of man ts not in 
himſelf; it it were, prayer might then be reckon'd 

loſt labour. O let him that pertormsall , be owned { 
and acknowledged in all. 


The ſixth Corollary 
L Altly , If Ged perform all things for us, then it is 


our great Intereſt and concernment in all things to 
ſtudy to pleaſe him, upon whom we depend for all things. 
Itis a graye and weighty obſeryation of chryſofts- 
me, Nothing (faith he 1 ſhould be grievous and bitter 
to a Chriſtian, but to provoke the diſpleaſure of 
God. Avoid that, and no affliction or trouble what 
ever can caſt down ſuch a prudenr Soul ; but even a 
a ſpark is eaſily extinguiſh'd in the Sea , ſo will thi 


favour of God extinguiſh thoſe troubles. Ir is wit 


fuch a 'Soul ( faith he) as it is with the Heavens 
we think the Heavens ſuffer when they are ove 
ſpread with clouds, and the Sun ſuffers when it is eclip 
ſed, butthere isno ſuch thing, they ſuffer not whe 
they ſeem to ſuffer. Tranquillus Deus , tranquil 
omnia. Every thing is well, and ſhall be well , whe 
all is well betwixt us and God. The great conſ{ 
lation of the Saintslyes in this , that all Tar concer 
them is inthe hands of there father. Pene deſpera 
ſem nifs Chriſtus eſſet caput 'Eccleſte. 1 had ut 
deſpair'd ( aid Luther ) had not Chriſt been head 
the Church, When he that performs all things 
our God, even our God that delights in our proſpecrit 
that rejoyces over us to do us good, what. ample 
curity is here in the greateſt confuſions and dangerf® 
When one told Boxromeus that there were for 
that laid wait for his life, his' anſwer was, 
Pens eft in mundo promihilo? What, is Godint 
World for nothing? And as notable was the rc 
of Silentiarius ina like caſe, fi Deus met cur am non 
bet, quidy;vo? If God take nocare of me, ou | 
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tive, bow have I fubſiſted hitherto ? Though it ſeems 
a Romance to many ( ſaith alate grave Author ) yet Author 6f 
we muſt either quit the Scripture, or give credit to os _ 
this, that the moſt infallible Rules for one to raiſe his . el 
' fortuneandenſur adeſtiny that can controul the ſtars, 2 o. pag. 
_Þ are given forththere ( viz. in the Scriptures) where 223. 
that evidently is found, Sapiens dominabitur Aſtris, &# 

quomodo unuſquiſq faber poteſt eſſe fortune ſue. A good 
|| man mayevecn be his own Caryer. O that we would 
'&] butſteerour courſe according to thoſe rare politicks 
80) of the Bible, thoſe divine Maxims of Wiſdom. Fear 
bo nothing but fin. Study nothing ſo much as how to 

| pleaſe God. Warp not from your integrity ynder any 
tel! temptation. Truſt God in the way of your duty. 

ON Theſeare ſure Rules to ſecure your ſelyes and your In- 
at] tereſt in all the Viciſlitudes of this life. 


Oo 


_ 


it M: laſt work will be to ſtate threee or four practi- 
; cal caſes about this ſubjit , and ſo I ſhall ſhure 
vel) wp thisdiſcourſe of Proyidence. 


clip 

rhe _— = 
al Firſt Caſe. 

y hc 

nf Ow may a Chriſtian diſcover the will of God and 
Cer hs own duty under dark and doubtful Provi- 
perl dences ; 

it In order to the clearing of this Caſe, we are to con- 


eadY ſider, what is meant by the will of God ; what by thoſe 
ng} doubtful Providences, that make the diſcovery of his 
perl willdifficult, and what rules are to be obſerved tor the 


ple clearing up of Gods will to our ſelycs under ſuch 
nger qgifficult and puzzling Providences. 
{or As to the will of God, it falls under a two- (1) 
S, fold conſideration, of his ſecret and revealed Will; 
din thisdiſtintion is found in that Scripture, Deur. 29. 29. 
1e rh The ſecres things belong unto the Lord our God, but 


non thoſe things which are revealed belong unto us, &c. 
ny » 'The firſt is the rale of his own ations; the ur 
H 2 v 
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| of ours: and this only is concerned in the Quere. 
This Revealed Will of God iscither manifeſted to 
; us in his 10rd, or in his 8 orks. The former is his com- 
manding Will, the later his effefting or permitting 
| Will; the one yerſant about good , the other about 
| evil. } 
| In theſe wayes God manifeſts his Will to men, | 
but yet with great variety and difference, both asto 
the things revealed, the perſon to whom hereveals | 
| them, and the degrees of clearne(s in which they are 
| revealed, 
( 1.) Astothe things reycaled, there is great differ 
ence; forthe great and neceſſary duties ofReligion are 
revcaled tousin the Word . with greateſt perſpicuity 
and evidence. About theſe there can be no heſtation; 
but things of a lower nature and leſſer concern are left 
| more obſcure. | | 
| ( 2.) As to the perſons to whom God reveals his 
| Will, there is great difference ; ſome are ſtrong men, 
others babes, 1 Cor. 3: 1. Some haveſenſes exerciſed, 
others arc of weak and dull underſtanding ; and we 
know every thing is received according to the ability 
and meaſure of the perſon receiving it. Hence it is, 
that one mans way is very plain before him, he knows 
what he ought to &: the other is ever and anon ata 
loſs, biy ious and uncertain what to do, 
q . (3.) The manner of Gods reyealing his Will to 
|} men is alſo very different. Some have had ſpecial, 
| perſonal, and peculiar diſcoveries of it made to them, 
I So had Samuel about the choice of the perſon whom 
he ſhould anoint King, 1 Sam. 9. 15, And fo had 
David, 1 Sam. 23.2. 4,9, 11.12. where you find 
upon his enquiry of God (likely by the Yrim and 
Thummim ) God told him what was his duty as to that 
expedition, and what would be the event of it, 
Butnow , all are tyed up tothe ordinary ſtanding 
rut: of the written Word, and muſt not expect 
any fuch extraordinare revelations from God. The 
way we now have to know the Will of God concern. 
ing us in difthculc caſes, is to fcarch and ſtudy the 
SCIPLULCs, 
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where we find no particular rule to 
guide us inthis or that particular caſe , there weare to 
apply general rules, &govern our ſelves accordingto the 
Analogy and proportion they bear towards each other. 
But now it often falls ont that in ſuch doubtful caſes 
we are entangled in our own thoughts, and put to a 
Joſs what courſe totake, We pray with Dawid, that 
God would make his way plain beforens, Pla). 5.8. 
Afraid we are of difpleaſing God, and yet doubtful we 
may do ſo; whether we refulve this wav, or thar. 
And this comes to paſs not only through the difhcu!:y 
oftheca'e, but trom vur own ignorance and inauycr- 
tency; and very frequently from thoſe Providence 5 
that lye before us, witerein God ſeemst.» hint his mind 
to us, this way or that, and whether we may ſafely 
uide our ſelves by thoſe intimaticns of Providence, is 
= brtul to us. 
That God doth give men ſecret hints and intimati- 
ons of his Will by his Providence, cannot be donb?- 
ed ; but yet Providencesinthemſelves, are no ſtab!e 


rule of duty, nor ſufhcient diſcovery of the Will &f 


» 


God. We may fay of them, as it is, Job 22. 2,9, 
Behold, I go forward, but he is no: there : and 54ck- 
ward, but cannot perceive h.m: on thele7 hand where 
he doth work, but 1 cannot behoid him : he hide!) lim 
ſelf on the right hand, that 1 cannot jee him. 

It Providence in it (elt be allowed to bc a ſulkcient 
diſcovery of Gods Willto us, then we {hall be forced 
often times to juſtitne and condemn the fame cauſe oc 
perſon, foraſmuch as there is one event hapo-rs 0 all, 
and as it falls out to the good, fo to the wicked, 1 cclef; 
9. 2. Beſide, if Providence alone were the Rule 
judge any aftion or delign by ; thena wicked under. 
takement would ceatc tobe ſo, it it ſhould tucceed 
well; but fin is (in ſtill, and duty is duty ſtill, what ever 
the eventsand iſſues of either be. 

The ſateſt way theretore to make uſe of Providence 
in ſuch caſes is, to conſider them as they tcllaw the 
commands or promiſes of the Word, and not ttagly 
and ſeprately in themſelves, lt you tearch: the 
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Scriptures with an indifferent and unbyaſſed ſpirit; 

in a doubtful cafe, pray for counſel and direftion 

Twom tlic Lord, attend to thediftatesof Conſcience. 

And when you have done all,ſhall find theProyidences 

ef God failing out agrecably to the ditates of your 

own conſciznce, and the beſt light you can find in the 

Word, you may in ſuch caſes make uſe of it asan 

e:couragement to you, in the way of your duty : 

But the mylt fignal demonſtrations of Providence are 

not to de accepted again{t a Scripture rule ; no ſmiles 

or ſucceſſes of Proyidences may in this caſe encourage 

us to proceed ; and on the other ſide, no frowns or 

diſcouragements of Providence ſhould diſhearten us 

in the way of our duty, how many ſoever we ſhould 

cacounter therein. Holy Job could not find the mean- 

ing of Gudin his Works, yet would he not go back 

from the cemmandmerts of his lips, Job 23.9. The 
like reſolution yo find in David, to Proceed in his 
duty, and clcavet- re Word , how many ſtumbling 
blocks ſoeyer Proyidence ſhould permit to be laid in 
way. 1am become (faith he) like a bottle in the ſmoke 
{ not only blackt, but withered up by troubles ) yet 
do 1 nt forget thy Statutes, Tal. 119, 83. and again 
Ver. 87. They had almoſt conſumed me upon earth : but 
1 forſook not thy precepts. 

Paul by the direCtion of the Spirit was engaged to 
g0to Jeruſalem, Atts 20,22, After a clear revela- 
tion of the mind of God to him in that matter, how 
many difhcult and diſcouraging Providences befell him 
ins way? The Diſciples at Tyreſaid to him by the 
Sfirir ( though in that they followed their own ſpirits) 
that he ſhould not go to Jeruſalem, Ads 21. 4. 

Then at Ceſarea he met 4Agabus a Prophet , who 
$01d him what ſhould befall him when he came thither, 
Chap. 21, 10.11, all this will not diſlwade him, 
And after all this, how paſſionately do the Brethren 
beſeech him to decline that jonrucy ? Ver. 12.13. Yet 
krowing his rule, and reſolving to be faithful to it, he 
puts by all and proceed<in his journey. 

Weil then, Proyidence in concurrence with the 

Word 
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Word may give ſome encouragement to us in our 
way ; but noe teſtimony of Providence isto be accep- 
ted againſt the Word, If Scripture and Conſcience 
tell you, ſuch a way is ſinful, you may not venture up- 
on it how many opportunities and encouragements ſo- 
ever Providence may ſuffer to offer themſclvesto you, 
for they are onely permitted for your Tryal, not your 
encouragement : Take thistherefore for a ſure Rule, 
That no Providence can legttimate, or juſtifie any mo- 
ral evil. Nor will it be a plea before God tor any man 
toſay, The Providence of God gave me encourage- 
ment :odoit, though the Word gave me none, It 
therefore in doubtful caſes, you would diſcover Gods 
will, goyern your ſ{clvesin your ſearch afterit by theſe 


- Rules. 


Get the true fear of God upon your hearts, be real- 
ly afraid of offendinghim, God willnot kide his mind 
from ſuch a ſoul, Pſal. 25. 14. The ſecret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him, and he will ſbew them 
his Covenant. 

Study the Word more, andthe concerns and intereſts 
of the Worldleſs. The Word is alightto yourfeer, 
Pſal. 119. 105. ( 4. e. ) it hath a diſcovering and 
direftive uſctulneſs as to all duties to be done. 
& dangers, tobe avoided:it isthe great Oracle at which 
you are to enquire: treaſure up its rules in your 

carts, » and you will walk ately , P/al. 119. 11. 
thy word have 1hid wm my heart that 1 might not ſin 
againſt thee, 

Reduce what you know into praftice, and you ſhall 
know what is your duty to praQtiſe, Jogq. 7. 17. If any 
man do his will he ſhall know of the dottrine Pial. 
111.10. DA good underflanding have all they that do 
therin, 

Pray for illumination and direRion in the way that 
you ſhould goz beg the Lord to guide you in (traits, 
and that he would not ſuffer you to tall into fin. 
This was the holy practice of Fxra, cqap 8. 21. 
Then 1 proclaimed a faſt there at the river Abava, tu 
we might afflitt our ſeives before our GCed, to jerk of him 
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y +; ri for us, and for our little ones, and for all our 
ubſtance. 

# And this being done, follow Providence fo far as it 
agrees with the word, and no farther. There is no 
uſe to be made of Providence againſt the word, but in 
ſibſerviency toit. And there are two excellent uſes 
of Providence in ſubſerviency to the word. ( 1. ) Pro- 
vidences as they follow Promiſcs and Prayer are Evi. 
dences of God's faithfulneſs in their Accompliſhment. 
When David languiſhed under a diſeaſc, end his Eenc- 
mies began to triumph in the hopes of his downfall; 
he prays, Pſal. 41. 16. that God would be merciful to 
hira, and raiſe him up; and by that, he ſaith, he 
knew the Loyd favoured him , becauſe his Enemy did 
not triumph over him, ver, 11. this Providencc he 
looked upon as a token for good, as elſewhere he calls 
it, Pſal. 86.17. And ( 2.) Providences give us loud 
calls tothoſe duties which the Command lays upon us, 


'& tells us when we arc aftually and _—_— under the 


obligation ot the Commands as to the performance of 
them. Thus when ſad Providences befall the Church 
or our ſelves, they call us to humiliation ; and let us 
knuw that then the command upon us to humble our 
{elves at the ſeer of God js in force npon us, Micah. 6. 
9. The Lords voice cryeth t2 the City, and the man of 
wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name, hear the rod, and who hath 
«þpointedit, The Rod hath a voice ; and what doth 
it ſpeak ? Why now is the time to humble your ſelves 
under the mighty hand of God. This is the day of 
trouble in wich God hath bid you to call upon him. 
And econtra, when comfortable Providences retreſh 
us, it now informs us, this is the time to rejoyce in 
God according the rule, Ecclef. 7. 14. in the day of 
proſperity be joyful. Theſe precepts bind always, 
but not zo always. It's our duty therefore and our 
wiſdom to diſtinguiſh ſeaſons, and know the proper 
duties of every ſeaſon : and Providence is an Tudex that 
points them out to us. Thus ofthe firſt Caſe. 


The 


— 
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The Second Caſe. 


H Ow may @ Chriſtian be ſupported in waiting npou 
God whilſt Providence delays the performance of 
the mercies to him ſor which he hath long pray'd and 
waited? 


Two things are ſuppoſed in this Caſe. 


( 1.) That Providence may linger and delay the per. 
formance of thoſe mercies to us that we have long 
waited and prayed for. 

( 2.) That during that delay and ſuſpenſion, our 
hearts and hopes may be yery low, and ready to 
fail. 

Providence may long delay the performance of thoſe 
mercies we have prayed and waited upon God for. 

For the right underſtanding otthis, know that there 
is a twofold term or ſcaſon fixed for the Performance 
of mercytous. One by the Lord our God, in whoſe 
hand times and (caſons are, Atts 1.7. Another by our 
ſelves, whoraiſcup our own expeCtations of mercies 
ſometimes meerly through the eagerneſs of our deſires 
after them, and ſumetimes upon uncertain conjefu- 
ral omen and appearances of encouragement that 
lye before us. 

Now nothing can be more preciſe , certain and 
pun&tual, than is the performance of mercy at the 
time and ſeaſon which God hath appointed, how long 
ſoever it be, or how many obſtacles ſvever lye in the 
way of it. There was atime perfixed by God him:- 
ſelf for the performance of that Promiſe of Tſrac:'s 
deliverance out of Egypt; and it's ſaid Exod. 12.41. 
At the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even 
the jelf ſame day it came to paſs, that all the oſt of che 
Lord went out of the Land of Egypt. Compare this 
with 4#s7.17, and there you have the ground and 
reaſon why their deliverance was not , nor cond 
be eclazed one day longer, becauſe the time of 
M.-$ the 


(1') 


tient ot ew — en uns crocs OI ey  —S——_—_ ” - 


—_— 


178 Divme Conduft, or, 

the Promiſe was now come. Promiſes like a pregnant 
woman muſt accompliſh their appointed months, and 
when they have ſo done , Providence will Midwife thc 
Mercies they go big withal into the world, and not one 
of them ſhall miſcarry. 

But for the ſeaſons which are of our own fixing and 
ax-pointment , as God is not tyed tothem , {o his Pro- 
vidences are not governed by them : and hence are our 
diſappointments. IVe looked for peace, but no good 
came; for a time of health , and behold trouble , Jer. $. 
15. Andhereupon isit that we fret at the delays of 
Providence, and ſuſpett the faithfulneſs of God in 
their performance, Put his thoughts are not our 
#houghts , Iſa. 55.8. The Loyd #s not ſlack concerning 
his promiſe (as ſome men count ſlackneſs)2 Pet. 3. 9. lt is 
Nackneſsif you reckon by our own rule and meaſure , 
butitisnotſo, if you reckon and count it by God's. 
The Lord doth not compute and reckon his ſeaſons of 
working by our Arithmetick. You have both theſe 
Rules compared , and the ground of our miſtake de- 
refted in that Scripture, Hab. 2. 3. The Viſron 75 yet 
for an appointed time , but at the end it ſhall ſpeak , «nd 
x0tlye : though it tarry , wait for it , becauſe it will 
ſurely come, it will not tarry. 

God appoints the time : when that appointed time 
!1S come , the expected mercies will not fail : But in 
the meantime, 2ho::2h it tarry ( faith the Prophet ) 
wait for it , for it will not tarry. Tarry, and not tarry, 
how ſbalbthis be reconciled ? The meaning is, it may 
zarry mich) beyond your expectation, but not a mo- 
ment beyond God's appointment. 

{2.) During thisdelay of Providence, the hearts 
and hopes of the people of God may be very low , and 
much G:!couraged. This is too plain from what the 
Scriptures have recorded of others, andevery one of 
us may find in our own experiences. Wehave an in- 
{tance of this in Iſa. 49. 13,14. in the 13, Verſe you 
have God's faithtul Promiſe , that he will comfort his 
people, and have mercy upon h.$ afflifted. Enough 
22c would think to raiſe and comfort their hearts. 


But 
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But the mercy promiſed was long in coming, they 
waited from yearto year , and ſtil] the burden preſſed 
them ; and was not removed. And therefore Fer. 14. 
Zion ſaid , the Loyd hath forſaken me and my Lord hath 
forgotten me, q. d. It's in vain to look for ſuch a mercy, 
God hath no regard to us, weare out of his heart and 

mind , he neither cares for us nor minds what >c- 

comes of us, 

So it was with David, after God had made him 
ſuch a Promiſe, and in the time thereof ſo faithfully 
performed it , that neyer was mercy better ſecured to 
any man; for they are call'd , the ſure mercies of Da- 
vid, Iſa. 55. 3. yet Providence delayed the accom- 
pliſhment uf them ſo long , and ſuffered ſuch difficul- 
ties to intervene, that he even deſpairs to ſee the ac- 
compliſhment of them , but even concludes God had 
forgotten him too, Pſal.13. 1. How long wilt tho 
forget me, O Lord, for ever? And what he ſpeaks 
here by way of queſtion , he elſewhere turns into a pu- 
ſirive concluſron , Pal. 116. 11. All menare Lyars, I 
ſball one day peri/k by the hand of Saul. And the cauſcs 
of theſe deſpondencies , and ſinkings of heart are par:1y 
from ourſelves, and partly from Satan. If we duly 
examine our own hearts about it , we ſhall find that 
theſe ſinkings of heart are 

(1.) Theimmediateeffefts ofunbelief. We do not 
depend and rely upon the word with that fu!l truſt and 
confidence that is due to the infallible word of a faithful 
and unchangeable God. You may ſee the ground of 
this faintneſs in that Scripture , Pſal. 27. 13. I had 
fainted unleſs Thad believed. Faith is the only Cordia! 
that relieves the heart againſt theſe faintings and ve. 
ſpondencies. Wherethisis wanting , or is weak , 11v 
wonder our hearts ſink at this rate , whendiſcourage- 
ments are before us. 

2.) Our judging and meaſuring things by the ra) -s 
of ſenſe, this is a great cauſe of our diſcouragemen:s. 
We conclude, According to the Appearances of 
things will be rheir Iſſues. It 4brabham had done !:., 
in that great tryal of bis faith , he had cgr:ain}y 1.Mt 

h.s 
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his footing ; but againſt hope, (i. e) againſt natural 
probability , he believed in hope , giving Glory to God, 
Rom. 4.18. IfPaulhaddoneſo, he had fainted un- 
der histryals, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 18. We faint not (ſaith he) 
whilſt we look not at the things that are ſeen, q. d. 
That which keeps up our ſpirits, is our looking off 
from things preſent and viſible, and meaſuring all 
by another rule, viz. the power and fidelity of Gud 
firmly engaged in the Promiſes. 

In all theſe things Satan managesa deſign upon us. 
Hence he takes occaſion to ſuggeſt hard thoughts of 
God, and to beat off our Souls from all confidence in 
him, and expeQations from him. He is the great make- 
bate betwixt God and the Saints. Hereports the difh. 
culties and fears that are in our way with advantage , 
and labours to weaken our hands , and diſcourage our 
hearts in waiting upon God. And theſe ſuggeſtions 

gain the more credit with us, becauſe they are con- 
hrm'd and atteſted by ſenſe and feeling. 

plauſible pretences againſt our ſouls. lt concerns us 
to be watchful now , and maintain onr faith and hope 
in God. Now bleſled is he that can reſign all to God, 
and quietly wait for hisfalvation. To afliſt the ſoul in 
this difficulty , I ſhall ofter ſome farther help beſide 
what hath been formerly given under the firſs Caution, 
pag. 158, in the tollowing Conſiderations. 


Firſt Conſideration. 


Though Providence do not yet perform the mercies 
you wait for, yet you have no ground to entertain 
hard thoughts of God ; for it's poliible God never gave 
vnu any ground for your expectation of theſ: things 
{rv him. Ir may be you have no Fromiſe to bottome 
rour hope upon ; andit fo, why ſtall God beluſpe- 
ct *d and diſhonoured by you in a cafe wherein his truth 
4.11 faithtulneſs was never engaged to you ? It we are 
cryulied in our outward corcernments, and fre or 
cxpitations of protperity dalbed ; it we fee ſuch 

Or 
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or ſuch an outward comfort removed, from which we 
romiſed our ſelves much ; why mult God be accuſ:d 
torthis ? theſe thing you promiſed your ſelves : but 


! wheredid God promiſe you proſperity , and the con- 


tinuance of thoſe comfortable things to you ? produce 
his Promuſe , and ſhew wherein he hath broken it. Ir 
is not enough for you to ſay , There are general Pro- 
miſes in the Scripture , that God will withhold no good 
thing , and theſk are good things which Providence 
withholds from you ; for that Promiſe , Pſal. 84. 11. 
hath its limitations, it is expreſly limited to ſuch as 
walk uprightly; and it concerns you to examine whe. 
ther you have done ſo , before you quarrel with Pro. 
vidence tor non-performance of it. Ah triend, ſearch 
thine own heart , refle& upon thine own wais; ſeett 
thou not ſo many flaws in thine integrity, ſo many 
turnings aſide from God , bota in heart and life , that 


| may juſtifie God , not only in withholding what thou 


lockeſt for , but in removing all that thou enjoyet? 
And beſides this limitation as to the ObjeF, it'slimit. 
ed ( asall other promiſes relating to externals are ) in 
the matteror things promiſed by the Wiſdome and 
Will of God, which is the only Rule by which they 
are meaſured outto men in this World, (z.e.) ſuch 
mercies in ſuch proportions as he ſees needtut and moſt 
conducible to your good ; and theſe given out in ſuch 
times and (caſons as are of his own appointment, 
not yours. 

God never came under an abſolute unlimited tve for 
outward comforts to any ofus; and it we be ditap= 
pointed, we can blame none but our felvess Who 
bid us expe reſt, caſe, delight , and things of this 
kind in this world ? He hath never told us , we 
ſhall be rich, healchy and at eaſe in our habitati- 
ons; but on the contrary , he hath often told us, we 
muſt expect troubles in theworld, John 16.33. and 
that through many tribu;ations we mult enter 120 his 
Kingdom , Aﬀts 14. 22, Ailthat he itands bound to us 
by Promiſe for , is to be with r:5 iu trouble, Plal,g1. 15, 
to ſupply our real and abſo)ute nceds , 1a. 41. 17. 

b.:e24 
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When the poor and needy ſeek water , and theye ts none, 
«nd their tongue faileth for thriſt, 1 the Loyd will hea 
them , I the God of Iſrael will not forſake them ; and tg 
fanRific all theſe Providences to our good at laſt, Rom, 
8, 28. Allthings ſhall work together for good to them, 


that love God. And asto all theſe things not one title 
ever did , or ſhall fail. 


Second Conſideration. 


But if you ſay you have long waited upon God for 
ſpiritual mercies to your ſouls according tothe Pro- 
miſe , and ſtill thoſe niercies are deferred , aud your 
eyes fail whilſt you look for them; 1 would defire 
you {crioully to conſider of what kind thoſe ſpiritual 
merciesare, for which you hayc ſo long waited upon 
God. Spiritual mercicsare of two ſorts ; ſuchas be. 
long to the Eſſence, the very being of the new creature, 
without which it muſt tail: orto its well being, and 
the comfort of the inner man ; without which you 
cannot live ſo cheerfully as you would. The mercies 
of the former kind are Abſulutely neceſſary, and there- 
fore put into Abſulute Promiſes , as you ſee , Jer. 32. 
40. And I will make an everlaſting Covenant with 
them , that I will not turn away from them to do them 
good , but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they 
ſhall not depart from me. But for the reſt they are di- 
ſpenſed to us in ſuch meaſurcs, and at ſuch ſcaſons as 
« 3 Lord ſees fit , and many of his own people live for 
along time without them. The donation and conti- 
nuation of the Spirit, to quicken , ſanQifie and unite 
us with Chriſt is neceſſary , bur his joyes and comforts 
arenotſo. A Child of light may walk in darkneſs, 
Ha. $0. 10, Helives by faith, and not by feeling. 


Third Con{ideration. 


You complain , Providence delayes to.perform to 
= the mercies yon have prayed and waited for , but 
ie you right ends in your deſires after theſe mercies ? 
It 


Jt ma! 
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"It may bc that's the cauſe, you ask and receiye not , 
YM! James 4. 3. The wantofa good aim, 1s the reaſon 
why we want good ſucceſs in our prayers. It may be 
't we pray for proſperity, and our end is -to pleaſe the 
"MM" feſh ; welook no higher than the pleaſure and accom- 
'©* modationofthe fleſh; we beg and wait for deliverance 
from ſucha trouble and affliction , not that we might 
be the more expedite and prepared for obedience , but 
freed of what is grievous to us, and deftroyes our 
pleaſure in the world. 


| tg 


PM | Cerrainlyifitbeſo, you have moreneed to judge 
”* and condemn your ſelyes, than to cenſure and ſuſpet&t 
- the care of God, 
a Fourth Conſideration. 
A You wait for good , and it comes not ; butis your + C onſid, 
3 [will brought to a due ſubmiſſion to the Will of God 
about it ? Certainly God will have you come to this 
* [before you enjoy your deſires. Enjoyment of your 
* [defiresisthe thing that will pleaſe you , but reſignation 
" Jofyourwills, isthat which is pleaſing to God : if your 
| | heartscannot cometo this, mercies cannot come to 
{| you. Pavid was made to wait long for the mercy pro- 
' | miſcdhim,, yea, andto be content without it before 
he enjoyedit , Pſal. 131, 2. he was brought to be as 4 
| | weaned Child, andſo mutt you. 
Fifth Conſideration. 


Your betters have waited long upon God for 4. Copfide 

mercy , and why ſhould not you ? David waited 
till his eyes failed, Pſal. 69. 3, The Church waited 
4 for him in the way of his judgements , Iſa. 26.8. Are 

you better than all the Saintsthat are gone before 

you? Is God more obliged to you, than to all his 

people? They have quictly waited , and why ſhould 

not you ? 


oy 
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Sixth Conſideration. 


Will you lcſc any thing by patient waiting upon 
God for mercies? Certainly, notatall: Yea, it will 
turn to a double advantage to you to continue in a 


quiet ſubmiſſye waiting poſture upon God. For , i 
(1.) Though you do not yet enjoy the good you wait | 


tor ,fyet all this while you are exerciling your Grace ; 


and it's more excellent tro a&t Grace, than to enjoy | 


comfort. All this while the Lord is training you up in 
the excerciſe of faith and patience , and bending your 
willsin ſubmiſſion to himſelf; and what do you loſe 
by that? Yea, and (2.) Whenever the deſired mercy 
comes, it will be ſo much the ſweeter to you: for, look 
how much faith and prayer hath been employed to 
produce it , how many wreſtlings you have had with 
God for it , ſo many more degrees of (weetneſs you 
will find init, when it comes. O therefore, faint not, 
how long ſueyer God delay you. 


Seventh Conſideration. 


Are not thoſe mercies you expe from God worth 
the waiting for ? Ifnot, is it your folly to be troubled 
for the want of them : Ifthey be , why don't you con- 
tinue waiting ? Is not all that God expects hack you 
for the mercies he beſtows upon you , that you wait 
upon him for them ; You know you have not deſerved 
the leaſt of them at his hands. You expett them not 
asa recompence, buta free favour, and if fo , then 
certainly theleaſt you can do , is to wait upon his plca- 
ſurc ſor them, 


Eighth Con{ideration. 


Conſider how many Promiſes are made in the Word 
to waiting ſouls. One Scripture calls:hem effi d that 
wait ferh.m, Ia, 30.18. Another tells ve, none that 
waii or im jt all be aſhemed,, Plal. 2 3 (i. e.) they 

tal 
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ſhall not be finally diſappointed, ' but at laſt be parta- 
kers of their hopes. Athird Scripture tells us, they 
that wait upon the Lord , ſhall renew their ſtrength , 
1fa.40. 31 a Promiſe you had need make much ute of 
in ſucha fainting time , with many more of l:ke na- 
ture.; and ſhall we faint at this rate inthe midſt of fo 
many cordials as are prepared to reyive us in theſe 
Promiſes ? 


Ninth Conſideration. 


How long hath God waited upon you', when you 
will comply with his commands , come up to your en- 
g:zements and promiſes? Youu have made God wait 
Jong for your reformation ans obediznce ; and there. 
fore have no reaſon to think it much , if God make you 
wait long for y our conſolation, We haye uur How 
longs, andhath not God his? We cry, Pfal.6. 3. 
But thou O Lord , how long ? Pfal. 13.1, 2. How lone 
wilt thou forget me, O Lord, forever? How long wilt 
thou hide thy face from me? How long ſhall ] take 
counſel in my ſoul , having ſorrow in my heart daily ? 
How long ſhall mine enemy ve exalted over me? But 
furely we ſhould not think thete things long , when we 
conſider , how long the Lord hath exerciſed his pa. 
tience about us. We have made him ſay , How long, 
how iong ? Our «nbelief hath made him cry, How long 
will it beere they believe me? Numb. 14.11. Our 
corrupt hearts have made him cry , How long ſball vain 
thoughts lodge within thee , Jer. 4.14. Our impure 
natures and wayes have made him cry , How long will 
it be ere they attain to innocency? Hoſea 8. 5. If God 
wait upon you with ſo much patience tor your dutics , 
well may you wait upon him tor his mercies. 


Tenth . Con{ideration. 


This impatience and infidelity of yours, expreſt in 
your wearineſs to wait any longer , as is it a greatevil 
init ſelf, ſo very probably it is that evil which obſtructs 

the 
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the way of your expe&ted mercies : you might have; w 
your mercies ſooner , if your ſpirits were quicter and} ſo 
more ſubmiſkiye. T 
And thus of the Second Caſe. - 
- —| C 
| © 7] 
The Thirs Caſe. . 
Ow me « Chriſtian diſcern when a ie 
 ſanfified, and comes from the love of God | _ 

te him ? | 


There are two ſorts or kinds of Providences verſant | 
about men in this world, the iſſues and cycnts of 
which are vaſtly different, yea , contrary to each 
other- | 

(1.) To ſome all Providences are over-ruled aud ordered 
for good , according to that blefled Promiſe , Roms. 8. 
28, not only things that are good in themſelyes , as 
Ordinances, Graces, Duties and Mercies ; but things 
that are evil in themſelves, as Temptations , affliti- 
ons, andeventheir Sinsand Corruptions ſhall turn in 
the iſſueto their advantage and benefir. For though 
{in be ſo zutrinjecally and formallyevilin its own na- 
ture, that init (clf it be not capable of ſanQification ; 
yet out of this worſt of evils God can work good to his 
people ; andthough he never make fin the Inſtramens 
of good ; yet his Providence may make it the occaſron 
of good to his people; ſo that ſpiritual benefits may 
by the wiſe over-ruling of Providence be occaſioned to 
the people of God by it. 

And ſo for afflitions of all kinds , the greateſt and {| 
ſoreft of them ; they do work in the influence of Pro- 
vidence a great deal of good to the Saints, and that 
not only as the occaſions , but as the Inftruments and 
meansof it, Ifa. 27. 9. by this /hall the iniquity of * 
Jacob be proged » (i. e.) by the inftrumentality of this 
ſanQified affliftion. 

C2.) To others nothing is ſanftified either as an Inſtru- 

: meat or occaſion of any ſpiritual good ; but as the 
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worſt things are ordered to the benefit of the Saints , 
ſo the beſt things wicked men enjoy do them no good. 
Their Prayers are turned into fin , Pſal. 109. 7. The 
Ordinances are the ſavour of Death, 2 Cor. 2. 16. 
The Grace of God turned into wantonnefs, Jude wv. 4. 
Chriſt himſelf a rock of Offence , 1 Per. 2.8. Their 
Table a ſnare , Pſal. 69, 22. Their Proſperity their 
ruine, Prov. 1.32. Asperſons are, ſothings work 
for good or.evil. Tit. 1.15. To the pure all things 
are pure , but i0 them that are defiled and unbelieving ts 
nothing pure. 

Seeing therefore the Events of Providence fall out fo 
oppolite toeach other up:;nthe Godly , and Ungodly ; 
every thing furthering the eternal good of the one , and 
the ruine of the other ; it cannot but be acknowledged 
a moſt important caſe in which every Scul is deeply 
concern'd, whether the Proyidences under which he is, 
be ſanified to him or no ? 

For the clearing of which I ſhall premiſe two ne- 
ceſſary Conſiderations , and then ſubjoyn the Rules 
which will be uſeful for the determination of the 
queſtion 

And firſt, Let it be conſidered, that we c:nnot 
know from the matter of the things before us , whe- 
ther they be ſanQified or unſanRified to us; for ſo con- 
{ider'd , all things come alike to all ; audno man know - 
eth either love or hatred by all the things that are before 
him. Eccleſ.9.1, 2. Wecannot ws vo the mind 
and heart of Gnd , by the things he diſpenſeth with his 
hand. If proſperous Providences befall us, we cannot 
ſay, Hercinis a ſure ſign that God loves me ; for who 
have more of thoſe Providences than the people of 
his wrath? Tal. 73. 7. They have more than their hearts 
canwiſh. Sure that muſt be a weak Evidence tor 
Heaven , which accompanies ſo great a part of the 
world to Hell, By thete things we may tcfiific our 
loveto God ; but from ten thouſand ſuch enjoyments 
we cannot get any {\lid aſſurance of his love to us. 

And from adyerſe afflitive Providences we cannot 

know his hatred. If afflitions, great afflictions , 
many 


( 


-4 


) 
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many afflitions, long continued afflitions ſhould ſet 


a brand , or hx a Character of Gods hatred upon the 
perſons on whom they fall ; where then ſhall we find 
Gods people in the world ? We muſt then ſeck out the 
oroud vain ſenſual wantons of the world , who ſpend 
their daysin pleaſure , and ſay theſe are the men whom 
God loves. 

Outward things are promiſcuouſly diſpenſed , and 
no man's ſpiritual eſtate is diſcernable by the view 
of his temporal. 
it may cut off the righieows as well as the wicked, 
Ezck. 21. 2. 

Thouzh the Providences of God materially conſi- 
dercd aftord no evidence of Gods love to us, yet the 
manner in which they befall us, and the effes and iruits 
they produce in vs, do diſtinuiſh them very manitcſt- 
ly ; ard oy them we may diſcern whether they be ſan- 
Qifed Providences, and fruits of the love of God , or 
no. But yet theſe eftes and truits of Providences by 
which we diſcern their nature, do not always preſently 
appear ;z but time muſt be allowed for the ſouls exerciſe 
underthem. Asitis Heb. 12. 11. Now no affliftion for 
the preſent ſeemeth joyors , but grievous: nevertheleſs 
afierwards it yieldeth the peaceatle fruits of Righteouſ. 
neſs unto them which are exerciſed thereby. 

The benefit of a Providerce is diſcern'd as that of a 
medicineis, forthe preſent it gripes, and makes the 
ſtomach ſick and loathing ; but afterwards we find.the 
benefit of it in our recovery of health and cheartulnels. 
Now the Providences of Gud being ſome of them 
comfortable , and others ſad and grievous to nature , 
and the way to diſcern the ſanctification and bleſſing of 
them , being by the manner in which they come and 
their operations upon vur ſpirits ; 1 ſhall conſider the 
caſe as it reſpeAs both ſorts of Providences, and ſhew 
you what effects of our troubles or comlorts will ſpeak 
them to be ſanfified and bleſſed to us. 

And firft for ſad and affliftive Providences in 
whar kind or degree ſyeverthey befall us, we may 
warrantably conclude, they arc blledings tous , and 
come 


When God draws the Sword, | 
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come from the love of God, when | 

They come in a proper ſeaſon, when we have need 
of them , either to prevent ſome fin we are falling in- 
to, orrecover us out ofa remiſs, ſupine , and care- 
leſs frame of ſpirit into which we are already fallen, 
1 Pet. 1.6. Tf needbe, yeareinheavineſs. Certainly, 
it isa good ſign that God deſigns your good by thoſe 
troubles which are ſo fitted and wiſely order'd to nick 
the opportunity. If you ſcethe Husbandman lopping 
atrec in the proper Seaſon, it argues heaims at the 
fruitfulneſs and flouriſhing of it ; but to do the ſame 
thing at Midſummer ſpeaks no regard to it , yea, his de- 
{igirto deſtroy it. 

When they are fitted both for quality. and degree to 
work ———ds upon our molt predominant corrupti- 
ons, then they look like andiified ſtrokes. The Wiſ. 
dom of God js much ſeen in the choice of his rods. It 
is notany kind of trouble that will work upon and 
purgeevery ſin; but when God chuſes for us ſuch 
afflictions as like Phyſick are appropriated to the di. 
ſeaſe the ſoul labours under ; this Geaks divine care 
and love, Thus we may obſerve, it's uſual with God 
to ſmite us in thoſe very comforts which ſtole 
away too much of the love and delight of our fouls 
from God: tocroſs us in thoſe things from which 
we raiſcd up too great expetations of comfort. Theſe 
Providences ſpeak the jealouſie of God over us, and 
his care to prevent far worſe cvils by theſe fad 
but needfal ſtrokes, And fo tor the degrees of our 
troubles, ſanAtified Ntrokes are ordinarily firted by 
the witdome of God ro the ſtrength and ability of 
our inherent grace , Iſa. 27. $. in meaſure when it 
Jhooteth forth thou wilt debate with it : he ſtayeth 
his rough wind in the day of the eaſt wind. Itis an 4/- 
luſion to a Phyſician who exactly weighs and meaſures 
all the ingredients which he minglesin a potion tor his 
lick patient ; 'that it may be proportionate to his 
ſtrength and no more : and fo much the next words 
intimate, by this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob 
be purged. 

It 
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It is a good ſign our troubles are ſanRified to us, 
when they turn our hearts 9s ſin, and not againſt 


God. There be few great afflitions which befall men, 
but they make them quarrelſome and diſcontented, 


Wicked men quarrel with God, and are filled with | 


diſcontent againſt him. So the Scripture deſcribes 
them , Rev. 16.9. They were ſcorched with great heat, 
and blaſpbemed the name of God , which IO over 
theſe plagues. But Godly men to whom affliftionsare 
ſantified , they juſtifie God, and fall out with ſin, 
they condemn themſelves and give glory to God, 
Dan. 9.7. O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, 
but unto u5 confuſion of faces, &c, And Lam. 3. 39. 
Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the 


puniſhment of bis ſins? Happy afflitions which make 
the Soul fall out and quarrel only with ſin, 


It isa ſure ſign affliting Providences are ſanfified 


when they purge the heart from ſin, and leave both 
heart and life more pure , heayenly , mortified , and 
humble than they found them. SanQified afflitions 
are cleanſers , they pull down the pride, refine the 
earthlineſs, and purge out the yanity ofthe Spirit. So 
you read, Dan. 11.35. it purifies and makes their 
Souls white : Hence it's compar'd to a furnace which 
ſeparates the droſs from the pure metal , Iſa. 48. 10. 
Behold I have refined thee , but not with Silver : I have 
choſen thee in the furnace of affliftion. But for wicked 
men, letthem be never {olong inthe Furnace , they 
loſe no drofs, Ezek. 24.6. How many Chriſtians can 
bear witneſs to this truth ! After ſume ſharp afflition 
hath been upon thzm , how is the carthlineſs of their 
hearts purged ! they (ee no beauty , taſte no more re- 
liſh in the world than inthe white ofan Egg. Oh how 
ſerious , humble , and heavenly are they , till the im- 
preſſions made upon them by atflitions be worn off 
andtheir deccitful luſts have again entangled them 
And this is the reaſon why weare ſo often under 
diſcipline of the rod. Let a Chriſtian ( ſaith a late 
writer ) be but two orthgee years without an affliion, 
and he is almoſt good for nothing : he cannot pray , 
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, | nor meditate , nor Giſcourſe at that rate he was wout 
todo: but whena new afflition comes, now he can 
find his tongue , and come to his knees again, and liye 
| atanother rate. 

| It isa good ſign afflitive Providences are ſanfified ( S.) 
| tous, when wedraw near to God under them and 
turn to him that ſmites 1s. A wicked man under affli- 
ion revolts moreand more , Ifa. 1. 5. turns not to him 
that ſmites him, Iſa. 9. 13. but grows worſe than 
before ; formality is turned into ſtupidity and dedo- 
lency. 

Bur if God afflit his own people with a ſanRified 
rod, itawakens them to a more earneſt ſecking of 
God: it makesthem pray more frequently , ſpiritually 
and feryently than ever. When Paul was buffeted by 
Satan , he beſorght the Lord thrice, 2 Cor. 12,8, 

We may conclude our afflitions to be ſanRified , (6) 
and to come from the love of God to us, when they 
do not alienate our hearts from God , but inflame our 
loyeto him. This isa ſure rule, Whateyer ends in the 
increaſe of our love to God , proeceds from the loye 
of God to. us. A wicked man finds his heart riſing 
againſt God when he ſmites him z but a gracious heart 
cleaves the cloſer to him : he can love, as well as ju- 
ſtifie an affliting God. Albthrs ss come upon 145 : yet 
have we not forgotten thee , neither have we dealt falſy 
in thy Covenant : our heart is not turned back , neither 
have our ſteps declined from thy way : though thou haſt 
fore broken 14s in the place of Dragons , we covered us 
with the ſhadow of Death , Plal, 44. 17, 18, 19. Here 
you hayea true account of the temper and frame of a 
eracious ſoul under greateſt afflictions. To be broken 
| inthe place of Dragons and covered with the ſhadow of 
death imports the moſt diſmal ſtate of affliction : yet 
even then a gracious heart turns not back (3. e.) doth 
not for all this abate one drachm of loycto God : God 
isasgood and dear to him in aflitions as ever. 

Laſtly , We may call our afflitions ſanftified when ( 5, ) 
divine teachings accompany them to our ſouls , Pſal. - 
91. 12. Pleſſed is then whom thou cbaſteneſt, 0 To, | 
an 


— 


, 


- = 


(2.)2 


(1,) 


| | bv the next place et us take into conſideration the 
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and teacheſt him out of thy law. SanQified afflictions 
are eye-ſalve , they teach us ſenſibly and effectually 
when the Spirit accompanicsthem ; the evil of ſin, the 
vanity of the creature , the neceſlity of ſecuring things 
that cannot be ſhaken. Never doth a Chriſtian take a 
truer meaſure both of his corruptions and graces , than 
under the rod. Now a man ces that filthineſs that 
hath been long contraQting in proſperity, what intereſt 
the Creature hath in the heart, how little faith , pa- 
rience, reſignation, and ſelf-denyal we can find, 
when God calls usto the exerciſe of them. O "tis a 
bleſſed ſign , that trouble is ſanftified , that makes a 
man thus turn in upon his own heart, ſearchit , and 
humble himſelt betore the Lord for the eyils of it ! 


- & © cou 


other branch of Providences which are comfortable 
and pleaſant. Sometimes it ſmiles upon us in ſuccel- 
ſes, proſperity , and the gratification of the delires 
of our hearts. Here the Queſtion will be how the 
ſan&ification of theſe Providences may be diſcovered 
to us ? For reſolution in this matter , 1 ſhall for clear- 
neſs fake lay down two ſorts of Rules; one Negative, 
the otherpolitiye. 


Firſt Negative, 


It isa ſign , that comfort is not ſanRified to us, 
which comes not ( ordinarily ) in the way of Prayer, 


The wicked boaſteth of his heart deſire , and bleſſeth th 
covetons whom the Lord abhorreth. The wicked throug 
the pride of his countenance will not ſeek after God; Co 
# not in all his thoughts , Pfal. 10. 3, 4. Here you ſee 
Providence may give men their hearts deſrre ,, and yet 
they never once open their defires to God in prayer 
about it. But then thoſe giftsof Providence are only 
ſuch asare beſtowed on the worſt of men, and are 
not the fruits of loye. 

What- 
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Whatever ſucceſs, proſperity or comfort men ac. 
nire by ſinful mediums, and indirett courſes, are not 
inified mercies to them. This is not the method in 
zhich thoſe mercies are beſtowed. Better xs @ little 
rith righteouſnes , than great revenews without right, 
Irov. 16.8. better upon this account , that it comes 
h Gods way , and with his bleſſing, which never 
vllows the way of ſin. God hath curſed the wayes of 
fin, and no bleſſing can follow them, 

W hatever proſperity and ſucceſs makes men forget 
God , andcatſt off the care of duty, is not aanAified 
to them. It is unſanRified proſperity which lulls men 
aſleep into a deep oblivion of God, Deut. 32. 13. 14. 
15.18.He made him ride on the high places of the earth, 


'that he might eat the increaſe of the fields; and he made 


him to ſuck honey out of the rock, and oyl out of the 


 flinty rock, butter of Kine , and milk of Sheep, with 


fat of Lambs, and rams of the breed of Baſhan, and 
Goats , with the fat of kidneys of wheat, and thou 
didſt drink the pure blood of the grape ; but Teſurun 
waxed fat and kicked ; thou art waxed fat , thou art 
grown thick , thou art covered with fatneſs: then he 


| forſook God which made him , and lightly eſteemed the 


Rock of his Salvation. Of the Rock that begat thee 
thou art unmindful, and haſt forgotten God that formed 
thee. Rare fumant foelicibus arzx. 

When proſperity is abnſed to ſenſuality, and me- 
erly ſerves as fuell to maintains fleſhly luſts, it is nor 
ſanftified. See Job 21. 11. 12.13. They ſend forth 
their little ones like a flock, and their Children dance. 
They take the Timbrel and Harp , and rejoyce at the 
ſound of the Organ. They ſpend their dayes in wealth, 
and in a moment go down to the grave. 

It's aſign that proſperity is not ſanftifted to men, 
whenit ſwells the heart with pride andſelf.conceit- 
edneſs, Dan. 4. 29: 30. At theerdof twelve moneths 
he walked inthe Palace of the Kingdom of T abylon. 
The King ſpake an! ſaid, Is not this great bello 
that 1 have built fey the hoi:fe of the Kingdom , by 
the might of my power,and for the honour of " 

I That 


2.3 


(3) 


(4) 


( 5.) 


(7.) 
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That ſucceſs is not ſanRified to men , which takes 
them off from their duty , and makes them wholly 
negligent, or very much indiſpoſed to it, Jer. 2. 31. 
O generation , ſeethe Word of the Lord; have I been 
a Wilderneſs unto Iſrael? aland of darkneſs ; Where. 
fore ſay my people, We are Lords, we will come no 
more unto thee? 

Nor can we think that proſperity ſanQified, which 
wholly ſwallows up the ſouls of men in their own en. 
joyments, and makes them regardleſs of publick mi. 
ſcries or ſins, Amos 6.4, 5, 6. They Lye upon beds of 
Ivory , «nd ſtretch themſelves pon their couches, and 
eat the lambs out of the flock , and the calves out of the 
the midſt of the ſtall. They chant to the ſound of the 
Viol, andinvent to themſelves Inſtruments of muſick 
like David. They drink wine in bowls, and anoint 
themſelves with the chief ointments ; but they are not 
erieved for the affliftions of Joſeph. 

But then Poſeively. 


. Thoſe merciesand comforts are undoubtedly ſan&i- 
fied to men, which humhle their ſouls kindly before 


CCR —— WM  —— — 


Gad inthe ſenſe of their own vileneſs and unworthineſs | 
ofthem, Gen. 32. 10. And Jacob ſaid , I am not wor- | 


thy of theleaſt of all the mercies, &c. 

Sanfified mercies are commonly turned into Cau- 
tions againſt ſin, Ezre.g9. 13. they are ſo many bands 
of reſtraint upon the ſoul that hath them , to make 
them ſhun ſin. 

They will engage a mans heart in love to the God of 
his mercies, Pſal. 18. 1. compared with the Title. 

They never ſatisfie a man as his Portion, nor will 
the ſoul accept all the proſperity in the world upon that 
ſcore, Heb. 11. 26. Eſteeming the zeproach of Chriſt 
greater riches than the treaſures in Egypt : for hehad 
reſpett unto the recompence of the reward. 

Nor do they make men regardleſs of Publick ſins or 
iniſcrics, Nehem. 2. 1. 2. 3. compared with As 7. 23. 

It's a ſure ſign that merciesareſanRified, when they 
make thc ſoul more expedite and enlarged for God in 
duty, 2 Chro. 17. 5. 6. Therefore the Loyd ftauli- 
[hed 
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ſhed the Kingdom in his hand , ard all 7udah brought to 
Jehoſophat preſents, and he had riches and honour in 
abundance. And his heart was lift up in the wayes of 
the Lord, &c. 

To conclude, That which is obtained by prayer, and 
returned to God again in due praiſe carries its own 
teſtimonials with it, that it came from the loyc of God, 
and isa ſantified miercy tothe ſoul. 


And ſo much of this Third Caſe. 


—_— 4. 


be ——— _— — 
IT IInrnn” 


The Fourth Caſe. 


HP may we attain unto an evenneſs and ſteddineſs 
of ſpirit under the Changes,and contrary Aſpetts of 
Providence upon 145 ? | 


Three things are ſuppoſed in this Caſe. 


}, That Providence hath various and contrary 
_— upon the people of God. | 

2. Thatitisa common thing with them , to expe. 
rience grear diſorders of ſpirit under thoſe 
Changes of Providence. | 

3, That theſe diſorders may be (atleaſt in a great 
meaſure) prevented; by the due uſe and applica- 
cation of thoſe rules and helps that God hath gi- 
yen us in ſuch Caſes, 


That Providence hath various, yea, contrary A- 
ſpeRs upon the people of God , is a caſe ſo plain , that 
it needs no more than the mentioning, to let it into all 
our Underſtandings. Whichof all the people of God 
have not felt this truth ? Providence rings the changes 
all the world oyer. Heencreaſeth the Nations , aud de- 
ſtroyeth them ; he enlargeth the Nations, and ſtraitneth 
them again, Job 12. 23. The ſameit doth with per- 
ſons, Pſal. 102. 10. Thou haſt lified me up, and caſt me 
down. See what a ſad Alteration Providence made 
upon the Church , Lam. 1.4, 12. How doth the City 
4 ſolitary that was full of people! How is ſhe become as 
a Widow ! She that was great among the Nations , and 

| T0 Princefts 


(7.) 


(1.) 


.did of her, Is this Naomi? Ruth 1. 19, 20, 21. 
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Princeſs among the Provinces , how is ſke become tribu= | 
tary! Is it nothing to you, all ye that paſs ”y; Behold |- 


and ſee, tf there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, 
which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath affiit. | 
edme in the day of his fierce anger. Andhow great an 

Inſtance was Fob of this truth, Job 29. per toz. and 30. p 
compared ? How many thouſands haye complained | 
with Naomi , whoſe condition hath been ſo ſtrangely 
altered,that others have ſaid as the people of Bethlehem 


— 


Theſe Viciſlitudes of Providence commonly cauſe 
great diſorders of ſpirit in the beſt men. Look as in- 
tenſe heat arid cold try the ſtrength and ſoundneſs of the 
conſtitutton of our bodies, ſo the alterations made by 
Providence upon our conditions , ry the ſtrength of 
our graces, and too often diſcover the weakneſs and 
corruption of holy men. Hezekiah was a good man ; 
butyet his weakneſs and corruption was bewrayed by 
the alterations Providence made upon his conditions, 
W hen ſickneſs and pains ſummoned him to the grave, 
what bitter complaints and deſpondencics are record- 
ed? inT1ſa. 38. per tot. and when Providence lifted 

him up again into a proſperous condition, what often. 
tation and yain glory did he diſcover? Iſa. 39. 2. Da- 
vid had more than a common.ſtock of inherent grace, 
yet not enough to keep him in an equal temper of 
ſpirit under great alterations, Pſal. 30. 6, 7. In my pro- 
ſperity I ſaid 1 ſhall never be moved ; thou hideſt thy 
face and I was troubled. It is not every man can fay 
with Paul, 1-know both how to be abaſed , and 1 know 
how to abound every where , andin all things 1 am in- 
ſtrufted both to be full, andto be hungry, both to a 
bound and to be ſuffer need , Phil. 4-12. Fcistruly 
richingrace, whoſe riches or gray neither hin 
ders the afting, nor impoverilheth the ſtock of his 
races. 

"A hough the beſt men be ſubje& to ſuch diſorders ol 
heart under the changes of Providence; yet theſe diſor 
ders may inagreat meaſure be prevented by the dud 
application of fuch Rulcs and helps, as God hath give 
us in'ſuch caſes. Now, 
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Now, theſe helps are ſuited to a threefold Aſpett of 
Proyidence upon us: viz. 


1. Comfortable. 
2, Calamitous. 


3. Doubtſul. 
Tao all which 1 ſhall ſpeak particularly and briefly. 


pr—n——  — 


Oueſt, 1. 


O wmay weattain to an Eavenneſs & Steddineſs 
of heart under the comfortable Aſpetts of Provi- 2X2 To 
dence upon us ? 


Under Providences of this kind , the great danger is, 
Jeſt the heart be lifted up with pride and vanity,and fall 
into adrowſic and remiſs temper. To prevent tis, we 
had need urge humbling and awakening Conlideratt- 
ons upon our own hearts; ſuch are theſe that follow. 


Firſt Conſideration. 


Theſe gifts of Providence are common to the wor{t 
of men, and areno ſpecial diſtinguiſhing fruits of Gods 
love. The vileſt of men have been filled evento ſatiety 
with theſethings, Pſal. 73. 7. Their eyes ſtand cut with 
fatneſs : they have more thau heart could wiſh. 


1. Conftd, 


Sccond Conſideration, 


Think how unſtable and changeable all theſe thinzs ., Conlid 
are. What you glory into day, may benone of fours © © * 
to morrow, Prov. 25. 5. Riches make themſelves wings 
and flee away as an Eagle towards Heaven, Asthe wings 
ofa Fow| grow out of the ſubſtance of its body , ſo the 
cauſe of the Creatures tranſitorineſsis in it (elf : It's 
ſubje&ed to vamty, and that vanity , like Wings, car- 
ries it away : they are but fading flowers, James 1. 10, 


Third Conſideration.. 


The Change of Providences is never nearer to the 4, cqn/74, 
people of God, than when their hearts are lifted up , i. 
or grown ſecure by proſperity. Doth Hexekiah glory 

I 3 in 


$. Con{td, 


$, Conſd, 


| Oreff, 2, 
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'n his Treaſures ? The next new he hears , is of an 
{mproyeriſhing Providence at hand, Tfa. 39. 2, 3,4, 
6, 6,7, Othersmay be leſtto periſh in unſanQified 
Proſperity but you ſhall nor. 


Fourth Con{:deyation. 


This is a great diſcovery of the C _— and cor- 
ruption tharis in thy heart : it mw an heart little 
{ct upon God , little mortificd to the world , little ac- 
quainted with the vanity and enſnaring nature of theſe 
things. O you know not what hearts you have, till 
{ach Providences try them. And is not ſuch a diſcoyery 
1auter of deep humilitation ? 


Fifth Conſideration. 


Was it not better with you in a low condition, than 
itis now ? Refle@, and compare itate with ſtate , and 
time with time. How is the frame of your hearts al- 
tered with the alteration of your condition? So God 
complains of xſrael, Hoſea 13. 5, 6. I did know thee 
inthc Wilderneſs , the land of drought ; according t0 
their paſtire, ſo were they filled : they were filled , and 
their heart was exalted , therefore have they forgotten 
ze ſaiththe Lord: q. d. You and 1 were better ac- 
quainted formerly when you wereina low condition; 
Proſperity hath eſtranged you , and altered the caſe. 
How fad is it , that Gods mercies ſhould be the occa- 
tion of our cſtrangement from him ? 


— 
= 
— 
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Qzeſf, 2, 


| Bf Ln other ſide, it's worth conſidering how 
our hearts may be eſtabliſhr and kept ſteddy un- 
der Calamitors and adverſe Providences. 


Here we arc in equal danger of the other Extream , 
7iz. deſpondency and ſinking under the frowns and 
ſtrokes of croſs Providences. Now to ſupport and eſta. 
bliſh the heart in this caſc, take three helps, 


Firſt 
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Firſt Conſideration. 


Firſt , Conſider , That aflitive Providencesare of 
oreat uſe to the people of God , they cannot live with- 
out them, The Earth doth not more need chaſtening 
froſts , and mellowing ſaows , than our hearts do nip- 
ping Proxidences. Let the beſt Chriſtian be but a few 
years without them, and he will be ſenſible of the need 
of them ; he will find a ſad remiſſzon and declining 
upon all his graces. 

Second Conſ:deyation, 


No ſtroke of Calamity upon the people of God, can 
ſeparate them from Chriſt , Rom. 8. 3. 1Vho /hall 
ſeparate 14 from the love of Chriſt * Shall Tribulation ? 
There wasa time when Jcs could call nothing in' this 
world but trouble his own: he could not ſay my. 
Eſtate, my Honour , my Health , my Children ; for 
all theſe were gone; yet then he couldſay, my Re- 
deemer , fob 19. 25. Wellthen, there is no caule ro 
ſink whilſt Intereſt in Chriſt remains ſureto us, 


Third Conſideration, 


All your calamities will have an end ſhortly. Thc 
longeſt day of the Saints troubles hath an end ; an1 
then, no more troubles for eyer. The trouvles of 
the wicked will be to Eternity ; but you ſhall ſzfer bye 
awhile, 1Pct. 5. 10, If a thouſand troubles be ap. 
pointed for you, they will come to ozeat laſt, and after 
that no more: Yea, and chuugh our troubles be be for 
a moment , yet they work for 15 4 far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, Let that ſupport your 
hearts under all your ſufferings. 


oy 4 "—_ 


Queſt, 3. | 


1, Conſ:d, 


2, Conſd. 


3, Con{id. 


] Af: Let us conſider , what may be uſcful to ſup. Oueſt, 3, 


port and quiet-our hearts under doubtful Provi- 
dences, when our dear concernments hang in a doubt- 
ful ſulpence before us, and we know not which way 
the Providence of God will caſt and determine them. 
$ As Now 
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Now the beſt hearts are apt to grow ſolicitous and 
penſive, diſtrafted with thoughfulncfs about the eyent 
and iſſue. To relieve and ſettle us in this cafe, the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations are very uſeful. 


Firſt Conſideration. 


Firſt, Let us conſider the yanity and-inutility of ſuch 
a ſolicitnde , Matth. 6. 27. Which of yow ( ſaith our 
Lord ) by caking thought can add one Cubit * We may 
break our peace, and waſte our Spirits, but not alter 
the Caſe. We cannot turn God out of his iy » Job | 
23.13. He 55 in one mind, We may by firugling 


againſt God inercaſe , but not ayoid or lighten cur 
troubles. 


2, Conſed, 


Second Conſ:deration. 


2. Conſid, How oftendo we afflift and torment our ſelves by 
our own unquiet thoughts, when there is no real cauſe 
or ground for ſo doing ? Ifa, 51.13. ------- 4nd haſt 
feared continually every day , — of the fury of the 
oppreſſor, as if he were ready to deſtroy, and where 55 
refer of the oppreſſor? O what abundance of diſquiet 
and trouble might we prevent, by waiting quietly till 
weſcethe iſſuesof Providence, and net bringing as 
wedo the eyils of the morrow upon the day ? 


Third Conſideration. 


How great-a ground of quietneſ$ is it that the whole 
diſpoſe and management of all our affairs and concerns 
is in the hand of our own God and Father ? No Crea« 
ture can touch us without his commiſſion or permiſſi- 
on. 1 know (faith Chriſt) thou couldſt have no power 
againſt me , except it were given thee from above, John 
19.11, Neither Men nor Devils can a@ any thingk 
without Gods leayc ; and be ſure he will ſign no order f© 


to your prejudice, ; 
Fourth Conſideration, 


4, Con{rd. How great ſatisfa&tion mult it be toall that believe 
the Diyinc Authority ofthe Scripture , that the faith- 


fulnes 


7, Conſid, 


-. 
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fulneſs of God ſtands engaged for eyery line and ſylla- 


ble tound therein ? And how many bleſſed lines in the * 
Bible may we mark , that reſpe& even our outward 
cyncerns , and the happy iſſue ofthem all ? Upon theſe 
two grounds, viz. that our outward conerns with 
their {teddy direQion to a bleſſed end is- found in the 
Word ; and this Word being of Divine Authority, the 
faithfulneſs and honour of God ſtands good for every 
Title that is found there. I fay theſe are grounds of 
ſuch ſtability, that our minds may repoſe with greateſt 
ſecurity and confidence upon them even in the clou- 
dieſt day oftrouble. Not only your eternal ſalyation, 
but your temporal Intereſts are there ſecured. Be 
quieted therefore in the confidence ofa bleſſed iſſue. 


a 
Fijft Conſideration. 


How-great and ſure an expedient have the Saints 5, Confid,. 


ever found it to their own peace, to commit all doubt. 
ful iflues of Providence tothe Lord , and devolye all 
their cares upon him, Prov. 16. 3. Commit thy works 
unto the Lord , and thy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed. By 
Works he meansan Cube |, intricate, perplexing 
buſineſs, about which our thoughts are rackt and tor- 
tur'd. Rollall theſe uponthe Lord by faith, - leave 
them with him, and the preſent immediate benefit you 
ſhall have by it ( beſides the comfort in the laſt iſſue ) 
ſhall be tranquility and peace in your thoughts. And 
whois there of any ſtanding or Experience in Religion 
that hath not found it ſo ? 


| The Filth Caſe. 


Ow may a Chriſtian work his heart into a reſigning ' 
H rame unto the will of God ; when ſad Providences 
approach him, and preſage great troubles and afflittions- 
- coming 0n towares him ? 


For the right ſtating and reſolving of this important 
caſe. it will be neediul to ſhew. (1.) Wharisnot in» 
cluded and intended in the Queſtion. (2:) Whar it: 
doth.ſuppoſe and includein it , and Jaſtly , what _ 
I: 5: and » 


(22) 
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and direRions are neceſſary for the due performance of 
this great and difficult duty. 

Firſt , Negatively, 


As tothe firſt, It muſt be premiſed that the Queſtion 
doth not ſuppoſe the heart or will of a Chriſtian to beat 
his own command and diſpoſe in this matter : we can- 
not reſignit , and ſubjeQ it tothe will of God when- 
ever wedeſireſotodo: the duty indeed is ours, but 
the power by which alone we perform it is Gods: We 
at as we arc ated by the Spirit. It is with our hearts, 
as with meteors hanging in the air , by the influence of 
the Sun; while that continues they abide above , but 
when it fails they fallto the earth: We can do this, 
and all things elſe be they never ſo difficult, throvgh 
Chriſt that ſtrenvthens 1s, Phil. 4. 13. But without him 
we can do nothing, Jchn. 15. 5. he doth not ſay, with- 
vut me ye can do butlittle , or without me ye can do 
nothing but with great difhculty,or without me ye can 
(do nothing perfe&ly ; but without me ye can do noth- 
ingatall, Andevery Chriſtian hath a witneſs in his 
own brealt to atteſt this truth : for there are caſes fre- 
quently occurring in the methods of Providence , in 
which notwithſtanding all their prayers and deſires, all 
their reaſonings and ſtrivings , they cannot quiet their 
hearts fully in the diſpoſe , and wi!l of God; but on 
thecontrary do find all their endeayours in this mat. 
ter, to be but as the rolling of a returning ſtone againſt 
the Hill : till God (ay to the heart be ftill, andto the 


will give up, nothing can be done. 


Secondly , Affirmatively. 


Next, Let us conſider what this caſe doth ſuppoſe, 

and include in it, and we ſhall find 
That it fuppoſeth the people of God to have a fore- 
fight of troubles and diſtreſſes approaching & drawing 
reartothem + I con'eſs "tis not alwaysfo, for many 
of ouraffliions, as well as comforts, come by way 
of ſurprizels upon vs: but of times we have fore- 
waning: of troubles: both pablick and perſona! , be. 
lore 
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fore we feel them : asthe weather may be diſcerned by 
the face of the Sky , when we ſce a morning Sky red 
and lowring , this is a natural ſign of a foul and rainy 
day , Matth. 16, 3, and there arc as certain fignsof 
the times,” whereby we may diſcern when trouble is 
near, eyenat the door: And theſe forewarnings are 
given by the Lord to awaken us to our duties, by 
which they may cither be prevented , Zeph. 2. 1, 2. or 
ſanQified and ſweetned to us when they come. Theſe 
ſigns and notices of rroncong te are gathered 
partly from the obſervation and cvllation of parallel 
Scripture caſesand examples , God generally holding 
one tenour and ſteddy courſe in the adminiſtrations of 
his Proyidences in all ages, 1 Cor. 10.9. partly from 
Refleftions Chriſtians make upon the frames and tem« 
pers of their own hearts, which greatly need awaken- 
ing, humbling and purging Proyidences. For leta 
Chriſtian be but a few years or months without a rod, 
and how formal, earthly dead and vain, will his heart 
grow ? And fuch a temper preſages atflition tothem 
that are beloyed of the Lord, as really asthe giving or 
freating of the ſtones doth rain. Laftly, The order- 
ing and diſpoſing of the next cauſes into a poſture and 
preparation for our trouble , plainly -premoniſheth 
us that trouble is at the door. Thus when the fym- 

toms of ſickneſs begin to appear upon our own 
| odies, the wife of our boſome, or our children that 
areas own ſouls, Providence hercin awakens our 
expectations of death and doleful ſeparations : ſo when 
enemics combine together and plot the ruine of our 
liberties, eſtates, _ and God feemth to looſe 
the bridle of reſtraint upon their necks, now we can- 
not but be alarmed with the near approach of troubles, 
eſpecially when at the ſame time our conſcience ſhall 
refle& upon the abuſe and non improvement ol theſe 
our threatned comforts, 
The caſe before us ſuppoſeth, that theſe premoniti- 
ons and fore-runners, of aſflition , do uſually very 


much diſturb th: order and break the peace of our 


fouls, they. put the n;ind under great diſcompoſure the 
thoughts 


( 


ty 


) 
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thoughts under much diſtrations , andthe affe&ions* 
into tumults and rebellion. 

Ah how unwilling are we to ſurrender to the Lord' 
theLoan which he lent us ! to be diſquieted by troubles 
when at caſe in our enjoyments! How unwelcome 
arethe meſſengers of afflition to the beſt men! we 
are ready to ſay to them as the Widow to Eljiah, What 
have I todo with thee, Oman ( Omeſſengey ) of God, 
art thou come unto me to call my ſin to remembrance, © t0 
flay my Son? 1 King. 17.18.And this ariſeth partly trom 
the remains of corruption in the beſt ſouls, for though 
evcry ſantified perſon is come by his own conſent in- 
ro the Kingdom,and under the government and Scep- 
eer of Chriſt,and every thonght of his heart de jure,and 
vi right muſt be ſabjeted ro him, | 2 Cor. 10. 5. yet 
fe fatto the conqueſt and power of graces is but in- 
compleat and in part, and natural corruption like 
Jeroboam with his: vain menriſeth up. againſt it, and 
cauſeth many mutinics in the ſoul, whilſt grace like 
yourg Abijah is weak handed, and cannnat reſiſt them. 
And partly from the advantage. Satan makes upon the 
ſeaſon to irritate and afliſt our corruptions : he knows 
that: which. is alteady in motion, is- the more eaſily 
moved, In thisconfuſton and hurry of thoughts he 
undiſcernedly ſhuffles in his temptations. . Sometimes 
aggravating the evils which we Wa with all the fink- 
ivg_ and overwhelming circumſtances imaginable. 
Sometimes divining and fore-caſting ſuch eyents and 
evils, as: (haply ) never fall our, Sometimes repin- 
ibg at the diſpoſesof God as more ſevere to us than 
"others: . And ſometimes refleting with very unbelicv- 
-ing and unworthy thoughts upon the promiſes of God, 
and his faithfulneſsin them , . by all which the affliction 
ismade-to ſtnk deep into the ſcul before it atually 


comes. . The thoughts: are ſo diſordered , that duty: | 


cannot be duly performed. And the ſoul is really: 
weakned, and diſabled to bear its tryal when it comes: 
indeed : juſt as if a: man ſhould be Kept waking and 
reſtleſs all the night with the thoughts of his hard jour- 
rey which he muſt trayel to morrow, andſo when to. 
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morrow is come, he taints for want of reſt, mid-way 
his journey. 

{t is here ſuppuſed to be the Chriſtians great duty, 
under the apprehenſions of approaching truubles to re- 
ſign his will to Gods, and quietly commit the events, 
& iſſues of all-to him, whatever he may prove. Thus 
did David in the like caſe and circumſtances, 2 Sam. 
15.25,26..And theKing ſaid untoZadock,carry back the 
Ark of God into the City, If hall find favour inthe 
eyes of the Lord, he will bring me back again, and ſkew 
me both it and his habitation : but if be/ball thus ſay, I 
have no delight in thee, behold here am I, let him do to 
me as ſeemeth good to him. 

O lovely and truly Chriſtian temper! q. d. go 
Zadock, return with the Ark to its place , het 
have not the ſymbol, yet I hope 1 ſhall have the real 
preſence of God with me inthis ſad pourney : how he 
will diſpoſe the events of this ſad&doubtfulProvidence 
1 know not : Either 1ſball return again to Jeruſalem, 
or ſhall not: If 1 do, then 1 ſhall ſee it again, and en- 
joy the Lord in his ordinances there. If I do not, then 1 
ſballgo to that place where there is no need or uſe 
of thoſe things. And cither way it will be well for 
me, I am content to refer all to the divine pleaſure, and 
GR the iſſue , beit whatcycr it willbe , tothe 
Lord. 

And till our hearts come to the like reſolve, we can 
have no peace within. Commit thy works anto the 
Lord, and thy.thoughts ſhall be eft«bliſhed, Prov. 16. 
3. By works he means not only cyery enterprize and 
buſiveſs we undertake, but every'/puzzyling, intricate, 
and doubtful event we fear, Theſe being once com- 
mitted by an a& of faith, and our wills reſigned unto 
his, beſides the comfort we ſhal) have in the ifiue, we 
ſhall have the preſent advantage of a well compoſed, 
and peaccful Spirit. 

Bur this reſignation is the difficulty; no doubt of 
peace could we ounce bring our hearts to that. And 
LiCICOTC, 

I ſhall here ſubjoin ſuch helps and direRions, as may 

through 
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through Gods bleſſing, in the faithful uſe of them, afſiſt 
and facilitate this great and difficult work. 


Firſt Help. ' 

And firft, Labour to work into your heayts a deep 
«nd fixed ſenſe of the infinite wiſdom of God, and your 
own folly and ignorance. This will make reſignation 
eaſieto you : whatſoever the Lord duth is by counſe], 
Eph. 1. 11. his underſtanding is infinite , T-fal. 147. 5. 
his thoughts are very deep, Pſal. 92. 5. but as for man, 
'ea the wiſeſt among men, how little doth his under. 
Randing penetrate the works and deſigns of Provi- 
dence? And how oft are we forced to retra@ our raſh 
opinions, and confeſs our miſtakes? acknowledging 
that if Providence had not ſeen with better eyes than 
ours, and looked farther than we did we had precipitat- 
ed our ſclves into a thouſand miſchicfs, which by its 
wiſdom and care we have eſcaped. It's well for us that 
the ſeven eyes of Providence are eyer awake, and look. 
ing out for our | are Now if onecreature can and 
ought to be guided and goyerned by another that is 
more wife and skilful than himſelf, as the Client by his 
learned yg the Patient by his skilful Phyſician 
much more ſhould every creature give up his wea 
reaſon,and ſhallow underſtanding to the infinite wiſ+ 
dom of the omniſcient God. | 

It's nothing but our pride and arrogancy overyalu- 
ing our own underftandings that m kes reſignation ſo 
hard. * Carnal reaſon her to it ſelf a wiſe diſput- 
ant about the concerns of the fleſh; but how often hath 
Providence bafﬀed it ? The more humility, the more 
reſignation. | 

How few of our mercies and comforts have been 
foreſeen by us? our own projets haye come to not. 
hing,and that which we neyer thought on,” or contriv- 
ed hath taken place ; not our choice of the ground, or 
$killin weighing and delivering the Pol, but ſome 
unforeſeen Providence, like a rub in the Cyeer was 
that which made the caſt, 
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Second Help, 


Deeply conſidey the ſinfulneſs and vanity of torturing 
our own thoughts about the iſſues of doubtful Prove 
dences. 

( 1.) There is much fin in fo doing: for all our 
anxiousand ſolicitous motions what are they other 
than the immediate iſſues and fruits of pride and unbe- 
lict? There isnot a greater diſcovery of pride in the 
world, than in the conteſts of our wills with the Will 
of God, It'sa preſumptuous invading of Gods Preroga. 
tive, todiftate to his Providence, and preſcribe to his 
Wiſdom. 

( 2.) Thereis a great deal of vanity in. it: all the 
thoughtfulneſs in the world will not make one hair 
white or black : all our diſcontents will 'not preyail 
with God to call back ( or as the word may be render. 
ed) make void his Word, Iſa. 31, 2. heis in one wind, 
Job. 23.13. the thoughts of his mind are from cycrlaſt. 
ing, Pſal.33.11, 
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Third Help. 


Set before you thoſe choiſe Scripture patterns of ſub= 
miſſion to the Lords will in as deep, yea, much deeper 
points of ſelſ-denyal than this before you, and ſhame youv 
felves out of this quarrelling temper with Providence. 

You know what aclofe tryal that Providence was to 
Abraham, that called him trom his native Countrey 
and Fathers houfe, to go heknew not whither ; and 
yet it's faid in Iſa. 41. 2. he came to Gods toot, as 
readily obeying his call, asa feryant when his Maſter 
knocks 'or him with his foot | 

Paul's voyage to Teruſalem, had a diſmal aſpe@ up- 
on himſelf, he could expe& nothing but bonds and 
priſons, as he tells us , 4s 20. 23. and a greattrya[lir 
wastothe Satmts, who could not tell how to'give up 
ſuch a Miniſter, yet he reſigns up his will to Gods, .4&z 
20. 22, and fo dothey, Atts 21.14. The Vit! of the 
Loyd be done. 

But tar beyond theſe, and all other patterns, what ar 
example 


Tzo$ Drvme Comdutt, or, 
example hath our dear Lord Jeſus ſet befofe us in the 
deepeſt point of ſelf-denyal that c ver was in the world. 
When the Father gave the Cup «ot ſufferings into his 
handsin the garden, Mak 14. 36. a cup oi wrath, he 
wrath of the great and terrible G.,d, and tha: wh at 
mixture: the very taſte whereut,, put Nature 1. an 
Agony and aſtoniſhinent, a ſore amazement, a bludy 
ſweat; and torced from. him that vehement and ſad 
ery, Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs ; yer till 
with ſubmiſhion, never theleſs uot may will, but thine 
bedone. Obleſled pattern oi obedience, and reſigna- 
tiontothe pleaſure of God! What is yourcaſe to this? 


Fourth Help. 


Study the ſmngular benefits and advantages of a Will » 
reſigned up, and meited into the Will of God, 

( 1. ) Such- aSpirit hath a continual Sabbath with- 
init felt: the thoughts are eſtabliſhed, Prov. 16. 3. 
and truly,till a man cometo this, he doth but too much 
reſemble the Devil, who is areſtleſs Spirit , ſecking 
reſt, but finding none. 

It wasan excellent expreſſion of Luther, to one that 
_was much perplexed in his ſpirit about the doubtfull 
eyentsof ſome affairs of his that were then depending: 
.Deminus tua omnia faciat, & tu nihil facias ſed (is 
Sabbatum Chriſti: ( i.e.) The Lord ſhall do all for 
thee, and thou ſhak do nothing, but be the Sabbath 
of Chriſt. Itisby this means that the Lord gives his 
beloved ſleep, Pal. 127. 2. he means not the ſleep of 
the body, but of the Spirit. Fideles ( ſaith One up- 
on that place ) etſtvitam agant laboioſam , compoſitis 
tamen & tranquillis animis in fidei filentio ſee conte- 
nent, ac (+: dormirent : ( i.e. ) Though believerslive 
inthe midſt of many troubles here, yet with quict and 
compoſed minds they keep themuſclyes inthe (lence of 
faith, asthough they were aſlcep. 

(2.) Befides, irfits a mans ſpirit for communi- 
on with God in all his afli tions, an! this allevi- 
ates and ſweetens them beyond any thing in the 
world, 


(3, ) And' 
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(3.) And ſurely a man is neyer nearer the mercy he 


geſires , or the deliverance he expets, ( as One trul 


obſcryes) than when his ſoul is brought into a ſubmi 


five temper. David was never nearer the Kingdom, 


than when he became as a weaned Child. 
Fift Help. 


Laſtly, Thivk how repugnant an unſubmiſſfoe temper 
& both to your prayers and profeſſions. 

You pray that the Will of God may bedone on 
Earth asitis in. Heaven , and'yet when it ſcems to croſs 
your wills or intereſts ,. you ' Mabe and fret againſt it, 
You profeſs to have committed your ſouls to his keep- 
ing , and to leave your cternal concerns in his hands ; 
and yet cannot commit things infinitely leſs valuable 
unto him. How contradictory are theſc things! 

Your Profeſonas Chriſtians , ſpeaks you to be led 
by the Spirit, but this praQice ſpeaks you to follow the 
perverſe counſels of your own ſpirits. O then regret 
no more, diſpute no more , butlye down meckly at 
your Fathes feet , aud ſay in all caſes and at all times , 
the Will of the Lord be done, 


a. 
—_—— 


Nd thus. I have through the Aid of Providence * 

performed what I deſigned to ſpeak from this 
Scripture, lacknowledge , my pertormances have 
been accompanied with-much weakneſs, yet have en- 
deayoured to ſpeak of Providence the things that are 
right. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath thus far aſliſted 
and protetted me in this work. 

How Providence will diſpoſe of my life, liberty and 
labours for time to come , 1 know not , butl1 cheer- 
ſully commit all ro him, who hath hitherto performed 
all things for me, 
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N conſideration of the great and manifold adyan« 
tages reſulting from an humble and heedtul obſer. 
vation of Providence , I cannot but judge it the con. 
cernment of Chriſtians that have time and ability for 
ſuch a work, to keep written Memorials , or Tournals 
of Providences by them , for their own and others uſe 
4nd benefit. For want of colleing and communica. 
ting ſuch obſeryations, not only our ſelyes, but the 
Church of God is damnified and impoveriſhed, 

Some ſay,the Art of Medicine was thus acquired and 
perfeed : when any one had met with ſome rare Phy- 
fical Herb, and accidentally diſcovered the vertues of it, 
he would poſt it up in ſome publick place ; and fo the 
Phaſes attained his skill, by a Colle&ion of thoſe 
poſted Experiments and Receipts. | 

I am not for poſting up all that a Chriſtian knowsor 
meets with in his Experience , for { asI have ſaid be. 
fore ) Non eſt religio , ubi omnia patent. Religion doth 
not lay all open ; bur yet there isa prudent, humble 
and ſeaſonable communication of our Experiences and 
obſervations of Providence, which is exceeding bencfi- 
cial both to our ſelves and our brethren. 

If Chriſtians in reading the Scriptures, would judi- 
ciouſly colle& and record the Providences they ſhall 
meet with there, and (ifdeſtitute of other helps ) but 
add thoſe that have fallen out in their own time and 
experience; O whata precious Treaſure would theſe 

make ? How would it antidote their ſouls againſt the 
ſpreading Atheiſm of theſe dayes , and fatisfie them , 
beyond what many other Arguments can do , that The 
Lord he is God, the Lord he is God. | 

Whilſt this Work was under my hand , I was both 
delighted and afliſted by a Pious and Ufelul Eſsay of an 
unknown Author, who hath to very good purpoſe im- 
proved many Scriptural paſlages of Providence, which 
ſeem tolye out of the road of common obſeryation : 
Some paſſages I have noted out of it, which have been, 
ſweet to me, And O that Chriſtjans would every where 

ſet themſelyes to ſuch work! Proyidence carries our 
| lives, 
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lives, liberties and concernments in its hand eyery mo« 
ment. Your breadis in its Cupbroad, your money in its 
Purſe, your ſafery in its enfolding Arms ; and ſure it is 
the leaf part of what you owe , to record the fayours 
you receive at its hands. More particularly , 

(1.) Truſt not your ſlippery memories with ſuch a 
multitude of remarkable paſlages of Providence as you 
have, and ſhall meet with in your way to Heayen. It's 
true, things that greatly affe& us, are not cafily forgot- 
ten by us; and yet, how ordinary is it for new impreſli- 
ons to raze out former ones? Ir wasa ſaying of that 
Worthy man Dr. Harris, My memory (ſaid he) never 
failed me in all my life; for indeed, I durſt never truſt it, 
Written meinorials ſecure us againſt that hazard ; and 
belides, makes them uſeful ro others when we are 
gone. So that you carry not away all your treaſure to 
heaven with you , butleave thefe choice Legacies to 
your ſurviving friends. Certainly it were not ſo great 
a loſs, to loſe your Silyer , your Goods and Chattels, 
as it is to loſe your Experiences which God haththis 
way given you inthis world. 

(2.) Take heed of claſping up thoſe rich treaſures in 
a Book , and thinking it enough to have noted them 
there: but have frequent recourſe to them,as oft as new 
wants, fears or difhcultics ariſe; and aſſault you. Now, 
it's ſcaſonable to conſider and reflet, Was 1 never fo 
diſtreſſed before ? Is this the firſt plunge that ever befell 
nic? Let me con(:der the dayes of oid , the years of an« 
cient times, as Aſaph did, Plal. 77. 5s. 

(3.) Laſtly , Beware of lighting former ſtraits and 
dangers in compariſon with preſent ones. That which 
is next us , alwayes appears greatelt to us: and as time 
remoycs us farther and us from our former mer- 
cies or dangers , fo they leſſen in our eyes, juſt asthe 
Land from which they fail , doth to Sea-mzen, Know 
that your dangers have been as great,and your fears no 
leſs formerly than now. Make it as much your buſi- 
nels, to mas ron the ſenſe and value, as the memory of 
former Proyidences, and the fruit will be {weet to you. 
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